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BANDING CHINMEY SWIFTS AT PATTEN, MAINE
BY E. 0. GRANT

During the nesting-senson of 1926 1 banded 060 Chimney
Swifts (Chatura  pelagica).  These were nll taken from o
neighboring chimney elose to my home in Patten, Maine,
hetween June 14th uml August 9th.  This chimney i H(y-
five feet high and has four compartments.  Two of these
compartments are for ventilation, and two are for smoke.
The instide dimensions of each ventilating ﬂuv are I8 x 28",
hut the smoke flues are abouwt one half this xize, 1 fumul no
evidenee that Swifts nested in the chimney, it heing used
entively for roosting purposes, At the top there ix n rxpm-u
around the ehimney, 107 x 107, which is horizontal ad i
enclosed hy n rniling two feet Inuh. and my hmulmuupvmtmns
were condueted within this enelosure, ~'The enclosire wan
reached by Tadders, one to the roof and a second one to the
chimney- lnp

Joor trapping purposes T made a wooden frame 36" x 32
X 307 covered with mosquito-wire netting. ‘The bottom is
closed with a wooden slide having an opening 127 x 147, which
has a cone of wire tapering to a nine-inel opening, through
which the birds were removed for banding sinee they could
not he driven into a gathering eage.  After nightfall the trap
was placed, door down, over one of the chimney compartments,

When banding began June “4th and Ihth there were ap-
proximately three thousand bicds roosting in the chimney at
night. 1 was able to elimb a short ladder and look into the
chimmney, and, while remaining in this position, the Swifts,
ignoring my presence, would pass down the compartinents, in
some cases even brushing my ears and face with their wings,
My first eateh was four hundred birds, of whieh 1 banded one
hundred and twentyv-five.  The remainder were released as
several were sulloented,  After this, not over seventy-five to
one hundred bivds were taken at onee. The bivds, while in
the trap, would pereh or eling to one another after the imanner
of bees,

My next bandings were July Sth and Sth. At this time
the nuwmber seen was about  Gfteen hundred  bhirds, On
August Sthoand 9th enly about four hundred birds were noted.
I presume that this decrease of the birds was due to the faet
that the male and female arvived about May 10th, well before
nesting-time, and remained together for a time, hoth sexes
roosting in the chimney. Beginning about July Ath, the
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females began to seatter to small chimneys for nest-building
and did not return to the roosting-chimney at night with the
males, .

It was noticeable that the adult male birds increased in
weight between June 14th and August 9th. The adults
appeared to be quite free from parasites.  Roosting took
dnee in both the elean nnd sooty compartiments,  When they
,(-fl» the chimney they dipped downward immediately and
then nscended gradually, making a sort of semicircle.

Patten, Maine, August 25, 1920

A PARTIAL LINT OF BIRDS WHICH HAVE BEEN
CAPTURED A8 RETURNS ON OR NEAR THEIR
OLD NESTING-PLACILNS

Witiny many people feel that it has been shown conelusively
that hirds come buek to their nesting-places year after year,
it should not be overlooked that the support for this helief is
in general fragmentary and inndequate, although there are
numerous  recorded  instanees where individual  migratory
hirds huve heen known to nest in the saine spot or Joeality for
more than one year.  Bird-banding, however, is graduaally
aecumulating definite information which in time will enable
us to know what species of birds have this habit and what
species have not, whether aceident plays a part in our records,
or if the habit is instinetive,

The following speetes have been taken as returns on their
immediate nesting-grounds,  The returns  recorded  range
from a single bird, in case of the Indigo Bunting, Maryland
Yellow throat, Redsturt, ete., up to species returning in such
numbers that we may he sure that accident plays little part
in our records, Such speeies are Song and Clhipping Sparrows
and Purple Finehes, "The list includes only records made by
members of this Associntion and within our territory, and,
ny stated, it is not claimed to be complete, Species which
are partially migratory or are irvegularly so are omitted from
consideration,

Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle)
Commen Murre ( Uria (. troile)
Ringed Murre ( Uria ringria)
Ring-hilled Gull (Larux delawarensis)
Leach’s Petrel (Oceanadroma leucorhoua)




