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the thick foliage no leg-band was visible, and all behaved in 
the manner natural to this speci{•. I have hop{•s, when 
family car(•s are over, that (h'ouse No. 332439, on hearing the 
s•niml of my axe,on a dead Ire(,, or my hurrying fo{;t-b(•ats 
the woodlaml trail, will again hay{, •t desire fi;r human cotif 
I•:mitmshil}, •;r I){,tter y{,t,, to itilhwnce her family likewis{, 
sht;w lhvmselves, and hart' l lwir pict ttr{,s taken, 

I',:th:•n I'ark. Welh,sh,y, Mass. 
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!? has m)t heen explicitly defined just what is meant by 
th(, "return" ()f a bird to the I)hwe of its I)irth for nesting 
i)m'l•)Ses, nor is it easy t() d() so. W(' speak, for eXaml)le, of 
the faihn'(, of young I)ir(Is, meaning in this case the young of 
lh(, I)revi()us year, I() return 1o Ih(,ir I)lace of I)irth. Ih)w 
(.l()s(, to lh(, I)la('e lhey w(,re I)()rn ImlSt lJie yolmg bit(Is lWSt 
the foil(swing y(,ar l() (.o;islilul(• su(.Jl a relurn? Must I,Jwy 
I)(' f()tl;l(I twsli;ig il; lh(, sam(, ohl box iti which lhey were 
iti lh(. sam(, ()hi alq)h' Ir(,i,, harti, yard, ()r imme(liale nelghl)or- 
h(s(s(I. 1o ('()tiq)ly wilh lh(, i)r(walenl view or views •)f Ihe 
m(,:ining of Ihe wor(l? 

•sm(, of IJw hird-I•an(h,rs us(, lb(' word "relttrn" hi 
:l (lilT(,renl s(,;is(,, tiiea;ihig a I)ir(I whi('h re:il)l)e:trs al 
h:in(liug-sl:tli()li wh(,r(, il w:ls I):ln(l(,(I afl('r a;i al)s(ql('.(• during 
which il migr:il('d I() all(I from ils summ(,l'ilig or winl(.ritig 
tll'(':l. J']V('11 Iwre lh(,rv is a ('('rlai•t Io()scn(,ss of eXl)r(,ssion 

l(,ll lJi()tisJili(J s(itlar(, f(.(,t or more in Ill'('ll (JowII Jo OIIJy 
hundred S(lU:.'e fret, such as my own i;i ('ohass(q, Massachtt- 
sol I s. 

In lh(' f()ll()wing (h,scussi()n only Ih(' lirsl-menti()m,d use 
(sf lb(, w()r(I will h(, ('()nsi(Icred, Ih(, I)m'l•)Se, anti a very 
si•ig ()itc al Ihe I)rCs(,nl jmwlul'e, being l() ('all allenli()ll 1o 
Ih(' m,('(I ()f securing nitswets 1() lhc folh)wing '(lUCSl,ions: 
Wh:tl is tit(' :tx'('r:lg(, lt(•st-sl):i('ittg distau('(, that, (':l('h Sl)('('ies 
of birds Ioleral(,s, and whal be:tring does Ihis nest-Sl)aeing 
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have on our efforts to answer the question: 1)o young birds 
return to their birthl)hiccs to n•at? 

I!. Eliot 11oward I has writlcu :it length on the fact 
that pairs of many Sla,cics of birds requirv, and !•sse.• them- 
selves of, It certain area (hiring the r(.l)r(.hn.lion lairJori, and 
that they defeml suci• areas :tg:tinst all com•,rs of thv 
species. It is eontemlcd lb:it such :tt't. lts life cssvntial tO ti•c 
stwcessftll raising of a family and that the size of ti•c arc:t 
defended is'suci• tidal at the critical time of the appearance 
of the youn• it will yichl the necessary food lo raise them; 
that to allow mhlition:tl families of lilt, sallie si,ccics t. Ill,st 
ihereit• wonhi bc to vnd:tn•er the fo.d-s.pply. It is 
out als. ti.•t 1twrc is :t limil hvyot.i whici• irarent birds 

that a (h,j)cmlal•h• sul)J)ly Illlist o4'cur within :t cil'('h• of 
ct•rtaial radius. It is obvious titat liic ncst-sl)aci•ig h:d•its (,f 
inaJ)y Sl)(,cics vary to a (,.isid(•r:tl•le cxt(qil, ranging all the 
way from that of E;lvc Swallows, n'hosc nests (,ftc•l •()ncit 
one artoilier, and iltosc (,f Terns and (;tills, whose nests may 
l)e three feet al)al'l , throtlgh those of l•al'n Swallows an•l 
Cntl)irds aim so ()n to birds whose nesl• :ire widely si)act•l, 
as arc those ()f the IlawL•. 

The stlbject is of ilni)ort:tllce to I)ird-I):mders in l):lrticul:tr 
I)ecatlae they are in a I)osilion to hell) answer the 
T() what ('xlelfi. d() birds •)4)1'11 the In'('vi()us season i'eltll'l) 
their places of i)irih I. n(,sl? !1 is colnnt.ly :t•sm..d if 
imndcd y(ntng :ire not liik(ql lit the i)l:wc " their I)irth, thai 
they 414) lioi rt'ttirn. Ill fact it, is hchi i•y lil:lll•- that •,1,1 I,ir, l• 
(to not allow their y()un• to i)c•t with or n(,;u' lhvm, the 
I)eil)• th:it it is ()f I)iol.i(':d il))i)()rl:tiicv l() cxlct.I Ihv 
of :t Sl)e('ics :is much :is I)ossil)le. Wt)ile ti.t c(m)l)atling this 
view, it seems (h.sirahh. to inYesii•:tte tile I,.ssil•ilily that 
Otll' [l'(qttlOIll, failtlr('s l() •('cilre I'ellll'lls (Jr lite •qJtlll• iP•)l'l) 

J Jlav(' ill mind tw. I,.silde I'lql•lJllS Wit)' )*illlit[ Ill lJ)l• 
)'('111' lll't' •1) ili[r('qllelilJy 1;tk(qi :t• I'l'llll'11s. 'l'hcsc Iw. 
are (1) thal the raligc of many •l•,ci('s of n(.sling I,ird• 
lhcir ii('•t. (iurilig the period fr)m the I.,•inning of 
huihling to the time lhc young have Icarl.'d l,, 11y is very 
r(,sll'icle(J ami ralher rigidly adhered to, wilh file r(.stlJl 
handers whose ll'ai)s In:D' I,e (,lose to but ]usl (nilside 
liraira of lhe nestil)g-rangc of :t Sl)ccics may fail lhrouihout 

"Territory in Ilird Life." 
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the ngqting-season to eaptm'e the young of the previons year; 
(2) since the territory insisted ulmn by pairs of different 
s!•(*ies is highly wn'ial)le, !)ut !)resmnal)ly fairly constnnt for 
each s!•wies, it may well I)e that the yonng, say of the Barn 
Swallow, may retm'n to the !)am in whh'h they were horn the 
!)revious' season only to find that Ill(' requirenlents of this 
Sl)(.(.ies as to nesl-Sl)acing nrc fulllib'd, the parent birds having 
m'riv(,(I (,nrlior and ()CCUl)i(,d tho (.(!ifice l() the fullest d(,gree 
!•q'mit • e(I })y t he sl)e('ies. 

!n this conn(•('ti()n attention is ('nll(,(i Lo the iml)m'•ant 
ral h(.r moagr(. tel m'ning r:ul los of I)m'l)h• I;in('h(,s (lescril)(,d 
lb(, !nsl !Iulh'/in ()f this Association, 2 which in(li(.:•t(, also a 
survival ratio ()f ()hi birds to young of the I)revious year of 
al)l)roximat(.ly f()ur to one. The arli('h. als() calls 
t() Ihe :q)l)ar(ml fact that rifler !)m'l)!e ],'inchca attnin nn age 
of one y(,nr or m()r(, th(,ir chnn(.(,s ()l' living Io r(.ttn'n 
yc:lrs are •r(,atly incr(,nse(I over those of the yotm• }dr(Is 
born the yc:u' I)r('vi(n•s. Them' (l:tln, if nl)l)li('nJ)h. 
Sw:llh)ws, w()uhl (,ml)hnsizc lb(, i)r()l,:d)ility thnt each season 
a !)r('l)ond('rnli•t• I)('r('tqJl:•g( ' ()1' rainIls which ll(,st(,(] in the 
ham lb(' ycnr I)r('vi.t•s w()uhJ sm'viv(, nn(i w()uhl r(qlll'11 
the ()hi (In:trt(q's lb(' f()ll()win• y(,ar, I('avin• on the av('ra•e 
(,n('h scas()n limit(,(I sl):wcs t() J)c filh,(I J)y youn• J)()rn th(,re 
lb(, !u'('vi()us yenr ()r))y ()lh(u's, the rntio J)('ing, ns ah'('ady 
st:d('d, say fi)m' ()hi hit(Is i'() ()he y(mn• hir(I. !t is ()f com'se 
m)t (.hiim(,(! that this ralio hn• I)c('n (J(q('rmin(,(I for 
Swnl!()ws: ils use b(q'e is to illustral(, the fact thnt if Barn 
Sw:lllt)ws r(,lm'n l() tJjc sam(. hnrn year :Jft(,r y(mr, ns l 
t() I)(. the (.:lsc, lhc nmnl)(q' ()f pairs n(,stin• in any I)arn 
(hq(q'min('(I I)y lb(. dc•rc(. ()f s()('i:fl)iJity I)r:•('tis('(I, we sh()ul(I 
(.xl)(.cl ns n ru}(. to s(.('m'(, f('w r(qm'ning y()un•. Wilh.ut, 
(l(ml)t, (.as(.s w()uhi ()('('ur oc(':•si()nally wh(,n th(• i)ol)nlati()n of 
a I)nrn might (.()nsist fin' more lhan ()n(, y(,:n' ()J' lb(. i(h'nti('nl 
n(hdt in(livi(lu:ds, lb(, y(mn• thus J)(,in• nut()mati('nlly ex- 
(.hnh'(I. ()n th(. ()lh(,r hand, if a I:lr•(. i)rol)()rti(m ()f the ()hi 
J)ir(Is fail to sm'viv(', ()l)l)()rtimily w(mhl J)(, hat] for s()nl(, 
!)irds t() n(,•l in tin, J)arn. 

Now if lb(' Sl):lcin• law iHustrnl(.d in th(i sUj)l).sitili(n•s 
of the I•:lrn Swalh)w I)c ()l)Crativ( ,, il, will i)r()J)al)ly 
also (•1' all less s()ci:ll sl)('cics; lh:lt i•, th('y t()•), th()u•h h,ss 
('()n•j)icllt)llsly, r:Hh(T •/riclly •l)n,'(, /h('ir n(,sl• s() tirol 
in• y(,nn• I() :my ar('a ilJay n()l })(, I'omtd ()('('lq)yin• 

s "11,4•llll II'tli•- tit (heIr I{t.lfi(l,ill I,, IIH' .•llltllt•l •l.j'l:Hlly I•fll•fiig Ilirds," I*y ('hl•rh,t• 
I, \¾hlt(Iq, !11hl [I,'h'll (i. •Vhttllc. j,p. I¾;d). 
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sites seemingly avaihdd(' excepting to the extent that the 
area Jlal)!•ms to I)e um)('eul)h'd I)y the par(,nt hir(ls or .thor 
adults of the previous 

It al)l)ears to the xx'ri•,r that ban(J(.rs shon}(} not only Jmvc 
the above ('onsi(lerali()ns in mind but th:it th('y sh(mhl'det('r- 
litill(' in(' s]):i('ilig law [()1' Its Illlilly $})('(*i1'$ :iS !•,ssil)h'. (that 
what is th(' ax'(.rag(' minimum (}ist:m(.e 
nests?), (l) I)(.('/ms(. in its(.lf the In:tiler is ()f 
!)()rtan('(,, :red (2) I)(.c:ms(, th(, inf()rnmli(m will aid lh(.rn 
pla('(, a !)rol)er PSI•111111(' ()11 In(' r('tlirn (l:lt:t 
(hiring n(.slin•-tim(.. 

Ni)'I'ES ()N Till,; NI,',.q'I'IN½I 1)!,' Till'; I)11(EIlE 

IIY A. w. 111(;(11NS 

()x•; night in :A!n'i}, 1925, whih' ()ll an (.rrand un(h,r 
I)arn, nll(J carrying a hintre'n, I n()li('(.(! that the l)h•vl.'s 
(N•rt/or.is phu,hc) which II(Sl Ih('r(' wcr(' attra('l(,(l I)y th(' !ighl 
lil•(l ('11111(' flying al)()ul IIIP. I n()th.(,(J aJs•) Ih(' p()sililm 
l)h(vl)e's n(,sl lllllJ I}):ll ()ll(' I,ird r()()•l(,d ()ll a spike. 
(*l•e(*l of lb(, Ji•hl I)r'()u•hl I() lily inimJ Ihe id('a IJt:ll I IIJ•Jtl 
h:m(J th('s(' birds I)y lb(' us(. ()f a fl:ishlighl. S() Ih(' f(,ll,,wing 
(,v(,nin•, April ISlh, I a•::in visil(,d th(' (.:,Ilar with a Ila>hli•hl 
mid [()mid lJie femah, Ph(rl)(' ()n lb(' n(.sl (.:)v:.rin• lw:) 
an(l l):m:h'd h(,r (N(). 153135). Th:. nmh, was l'()()slhlg ()ll 
snlne s]){ke (h'iv('n in ()lie ()f lh(' lh):)r linil)(.rs. s() I l):iri:h':l ]l[lll 
(N(). 15513-t), Ihns g('lling lh(.111 as it !)air wilh Ih(' 
(h.lernfim'(I. Th(' }n'()(,(.•s ()f tisinff lh(' llashli•hl was :• 
h)lh)ws: }';nl('rinff Ill(. (.(.}l:n' wilh lhe }igltl ()1•. alt(I kn()win• 
lb(' al)ln'()ximal(' h)('ali()ns ()f lh(. m.sl aml sl)ik(., } xx()rk('d 
vh)s(.ly as p()s•il)h., aim lh(.n um,d lb(' llash f()r' a •(.(',,ml 
}()('al(' lhe n(.•l. Th(.n in lhe (lark. I ('lasl)('d lb(' })inl in my 
hart(I alt(I })an(h'd h(.r. Th(. sam(. m(.ih()(I was used (m 
nmh' I)ir(I. 

}hn'irtff lb(' •(.a•()rs ()f 1925 l'h•rl,(.s N•,. 135131 :lm• 133133 

•lr()y('d I)y •mt(, ('ll(qll 3' •1•,11 :ll'l•.J' lJm I,h'(l• xv('r(' 
ms(I I Imn(h'(I (rely ihr(.(. (,1' II...,,c•m•l In'•.,(I, N•,;. 135151, 
-3•, mt(I -31. I';m'h I)r'•,.I ('(,nlain(,(l fry(' I,inl•. 

Ill(' m,xl })la('e I•) thin(' alt(I }):m(h'd Ih("f('nm}(', N•). 133111, 
mid a })rtmd ()f live y()un•, N()s. 1331-13, -6, -7, -$, all(l -9. 


