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My own bird handing observations and records are, com-
pmntn'vl\' so meigre that 1 should not offer them for pul;lu--:-
tion il 1 did not realize that though mine is a most modest
contribution, it may, mingled with the vast volume of acen-
mulated duta in eirealation through the elearing house of
the Federal Burean of Biological Survey, confirm  some
signilit':ml inference of some other observer, establish some

“point of departure’” as the navigators plot their courses or
llN lose some new marvel in the study and my=tery of bird
migration, for mystery it still is, thongh nearer its solution
through messages Inuught to us by these momentary prisoners
of our traps, who leave with us on our registers records of
their comings and goings through the limitless spaces of the
trackless skies,

My field of observation is in Lancaster, in Worcester
County, in the State of Massachusetts, My traps are located
within groups of shrubs within “pull string” distanee from
the library windows of my dwelling house, situnte on the
platean westerly of the north branch of the Nashua River,
whieh has traced its meandering eourse lhruugh wide alluvial
meadows, hetween the Harvard, Bolton and the Sterling,
Princeton hills,

[ rarely use nutomatie traps, never exeept when personally
attended, for fear of eats and other encmies. My most
constant and eflicient trap is one partly of my own contriv-
ance, including a <liding board, by which when the cige is
dropped the trapped birds are inmnediately colleeted and at
onee |(I("|-ml through an open door into the gathering box,
so there is only & momentary confinement in the trap and
one handling of a bird for examination or banding,.

In winter, the traps are set for the most part within a
movable shed, which serves also as aresting and feeding place
for my bird visitors, and not infrequently as a dining or bed
room for unwelcome grey and red squirrels and a multitude
of domestic mice, with occasionally a white-footed relative
from the nearby \\u(ull.nul\

Very near the trapping station, and undoubtedly attracting
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puusing flights of migrants, is a large open-nir aviary, where,
i constant residence, detuined rather than imprisoned, are
numbers of White Crowned and White-thronted Sparrows,
Juneos, Tree Sparrows, Fox and Song S]mrrm\'n, and generally
Purple Finches, and at times Crosshills, Pine Grosheaks, and
for a brief per unl Evening Grosheaks, tlmugh these last caine
to « premature death through the nluht attack of owls, eausing
the frightened birds to fatally injure themselves against the
wires of the cage.  During one memorable suwmmer, there
were here resident a flock of a dozen or more Snow Buntings
in full cummer plumage, and in perfeet and most entrancing
song. 1 shall never forget the delight of one of my . most
distinguizhed visitors, John Murdoely, as he heard 'lg-nn this
Aretic musie of his exile at Point Barrow,  There is now
resident in this faunal island of mine a pair of Cardinal Gros-
beaks, courteously sent me by the Fish and Game Comn-
mission of Missouri, the maost beautiful of all iy guests, and
now  perfeetly established and  contented, and  evidently
cheerfully awaiting the rigors of the coming winter,

Here T have noted, during the hrief howrs available (o me,
the censeless currents of seasonnl migeation, My bivd banding
activities have, of necessity, heen confined to week-ends, and
my records have been almost entively limited to the migration
periods and to the winter season,  Doubtless many “returns”’
have eseaped my notice, and very many “repeats’” may have
oceurred unrecorded.

An analysis of my memoranda shows that for a period
heginning in August 1921, and running to September 1926, 1
have banded nearly 800 individual birds:

Of which about 175 were Tree Sparrows, of which there
were 27 returns,

I have taken more than 100 Fox Sparrows, with no Returns
but many records of Repeats,

Of 180 or more Juncos taken I have recorded only one
Return, though the birds have remained upon my premises
for some weeks at a time,

Curionsly, though I have taken about 70 Song hpmlm\n,
I have no vecord of any Returns,

OFf Purple Finches taken, numbering 10 or more, 1 have
notes of only 1 Return, though they have renined neound
my station for many suceessive days,

Of ahout 125 Chipping Sparrows taken, | have Returnx of
only 13, but Repeats cover continuous periods of weeks,

Of nearly 100 Whitethroats, 1T have no records of any
Returns, '
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The following detailed notes are perhaps of sufficient
significance to warrant preservation in print:

RETURN RECORDs

Species Nimber Date Taken - Date of Return
Tree Sparrow 20519 Jan, 20, 23 . Mar., 2,4
“ “ 20521 Jan. 21, 23 Dee. 26, 23
" " 33949 Dee. 29, 23 Jan, 31, °'25
Dee, 27,25

-\pr 26

" " 35508 Dec. 31, '23 “Feb., 25
. Jan. 24,726

‘ ' 35509 Dee, 31,723 Jan, 25, 725
Dee, 27,725

" .o 356:30 Mar., 2,24 Jan, 25
" h 47044 Jan, 14, '22 Dee, 31, 722
Dee. 31, 723

Jan, 24,725

oo . 6912 Jun, 20, 22 Feb. 2
Jun, '214

: Jan, , 26

" . 610 Jan. 29, ‘22 Dee, 22
" “ 6919 Feb, 16, 22 Jan, 23
" " Als016 Jan. 17, '25 Jan. L}
v ¢ . A16025 Jan. 31, '25 Mar. 21, 26
" " ALG028 Jun, 31, '25 Dee. 26, 25
. » AL6033 I'eb, K, '25 Nov. 29, '25
" " Al60i34 Feb, 8, 25 Jan. 1,726
o " AlGo11 Feb, 15, '25 Dee, 27,25
o " 20517 Jan. 20, '23 Jan. 1, 24
‘“ “ 20518 Jan, 20, '23 Jan. 6, 24
Chipping Sparrow AT96 Sept. 26, '25 May 2,26

Sept. 6, 26
" " A95M Sept. 20, "24 May 3,25
Oct. 10, 725

May 16, 26
t “ A9502 Sept. 21, 24 May 1,
Sept. 1. %

‘ ‘ A9503 Sept. 21, 24 Apr. 26, "2
Aug. 28, 7
Apr. 25,
" " AO517 Oct. 5, '24 Sept. 25

et}

AT OO
. [RSTRST RG]

Sept. 6, 26

. " ANs20 Oct, 19, '214 May 15, 26

, o A20040 May 7,25 May 16, 26

o " A26919 Muy 15, '25 Oct. 11, 25
May 15, 26

: Sept. 24, °26

. o ATOS27 May 30, 26 Sept. 5, 26
Purple Finch A26937 May 7,25 May 8 2
Junco A16021 Jan, 18, '25 Nov. 15, 25
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I am convineed that my own limited observations warrunt
the belief that Tree Sparrows and Chipping Sparrows migrato
year after year in the same groups, the individual hirds ap-
pearing al one season rvtnnnnu; together in the next, ¢ ‘ertain
Tree Sparrows, also in groups, appear at my station in the
enrlier winter, linger together, nn appenrs from revords of
repents, for some days, Rometines wm-kn, disuppenr finally
for more snulhmlv fields, returning ngain in the sume KIOU[IN,
with, or to join the tinal northward flight nbhout the first of
May.

My records, conelusive so fur as thay go, certuinly indiente
that vear aftor vear, season after season, the same individual
Tree Sparrows, pass together on their northern ](Hlll\('\', i,
after the season of their distant breeding, return again, \nlh
with their old associates, and here, most of them, still in
company, pass the winter together. [ believe that, during
the period of nesting they likewise remain together in seattered
pairs throughout their chosen regions.  Countless observa-
tions satisfly e that certain of their bird associates are.
exclusively attached to some one of their companions.” 1If
one be trapped the free bird exhibits a manifest =olicitude not
shared by its other fellows.  1f T have put one of these com-
panions (I believe them to be mated birds) into my aviary,
without the other, the birds within, as well as without, the
wires, exhibit a common distress which may show itself for
days and is often futal to the bird which eannot eseape and
which T eannot eapture to libernte ngain, T um certnin that
adult Pine Grosheaks, though wandering in vagrant and
changing tlocks, are nevertheless mated, evident beenuse the
males and females ure so readily distinguishnble, 1 know that
if 1 capture one of such pair it will die, unless its mate be
restored to it, cither in a joint confinement or in restored
freedom,

My veturned Chipping Sparrows come in the sume sieeeed-
ing groups in which they first appear, areviving with the spring
migration, remaining together here for a brief time, disappear-
ing about the heginning of the nesting seasan, and re-nppear-
ing stll in company, in August or September, remaining
together in the smne groups till they move southward with
the great wave of p.lwln;.. migrants; hut cach spring assures
md that they return in the same 'mn|mn|n||~h|p, suve for the
fatalitios attending their far hazardous journeyings,

Mr. Baldwin, to whom we owe so much by way of instrue-
tion and inspiration in this new field of bird study which he
~ has opened to us, has disclosed  distressing  but conclusive
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evidence of the marital instability, if not delinquency, of the
house wren, 1 incline to fear that thix unnatural tendeney
of a semi-domesticated bird ix attributable in some measure,
to intimunte human nssocintion, and so the philandering wren
does not deprive me of my persistent. helief that honest wild
hirds sueh ax 1T know are manifest examples of Life-long matri-
monind fidelity,  Mrs, Whittle's pleasing biography of the
constant Nathatehes agnin sistains my faith,

Lanenstor, Maws., Sept,, 10926,

HOMIEE LIFE OF THE BLACK-THROATED BLUE
WARBLER

BY KATHERINE C. IHARDING

ON June 8, 1926, 1 found the nest of a Black-throated
Blue Warbler (Dendroica c. caerulescens) near Lake Asquam,
New Hampshire. It contained three eggs and was built
twelve inches from the ground, on the edge of a patch of
mountain laurel ( Kalmia latifolia). The nest was placed
between the prongs of two dead sticks, whieh had fallen in a
horizontal position and were supportd by laurel branches,
The inside dinmeter was two inches, the outside diameter
waus three inches, and the depth two inches,  The onter wall
of the nest. wan built of strips of shredded: bark and was
ornnmented with the rusty wool of the cinnamon fern (O«
munda einnamomea) and n few small strips of bhireh bark.
The lining was made of pine needles, fine black rootlets, and
bliack horschairs, v

The eges wereivory white with a blotehed wreath of
rorghum brown (Ridgway) ehiefly around the larger ends.
On June 9th at 10.30 A M. the cluteh of four eggs was com-
pleted, and on June 10th the femde was ineubating them.
At 7 PN on June 215t none of the eggs had hatehed, huat
al 10 AL M. on the 22nd one nestling was out, and two more
had hatehed by 12,10 A, M. The fonrth egg was sterile.
The period of ineubation was thirteen days,

Between 12,00 12, M. and 110 P, M. on the 22d the male
parent. hid not appeared at the nest, Fhe female fed the
young five times in the first twenty-eight minutes, brooding
them between feedings,  She then settled herself on the nest,
until 1249, when she fed them again, Between 1.55 P M,
and 3.56 P. M. on' the same day the female fed the young




