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larwe. The birds infested were much smaller and in poorer 
condition than those free from parasites occupying the same 
nest, and would no doubt have perished had I not. remsved 
the cause of their trouble. 

H•ntington, Massachusetts 

GENERAL NOTES 

Bronzed Grackle Recoveries.---In examining the banding and return 
records for the years 1920 to 1923 published by the Biological Survey, it in 
interesting to note that of the number of Bronzed Grackles (Q•dscal•ts 
q•tiscztla ae•e•ts) which have been banded eleven recoveries have been made, 
and of this number all were taken in the same State in which the birds 
were originall.¾ banded, with the exception of bird No. 103739 banded by 
the writer in Auburndale, Mass., on September 11, 1922, and taken on 
November 7th of the same year in Elizabeth, N. J. 

In addition t• these, the following records can be cited: 

Grackle No. 260701, banded in Auburndale, Mass., August 13, 1925. 
Taken at Benns Church, Va., November 29 of 
same year. 

Grackle No. 215472, banded in Auburndale, Mass., October 20, 1923. 
Taken at New Haven, Conn., November 13 of 
same year. 

Grackle No. 411692, banded in Auburndale, Mass., September 2, 1925. 
Taken in Wellesley Hills, Mass., September 24, 
1925. 

Although the number of recoveries of Grackles banded by the writer is 
very meagre, they indicate a southwesterly migration along the Atlantic 
Coast.--C•.•a•r:s B. F•.oYu, Auburndale, Mass. 

Bird Parasites.•The nesting-season of 1925 at my station at Peterboro, 
N.H., has been productive of many bird parasites, as was the case in 1924, 
and my records show that a new host (the Purple Finch, Carpodacns p. 
purp•treus) was found for the fly, Ornithomeyia anchinenria, as identified by 
Mr. Charles W. Johnson. The fly was found on a bird-of-the-year. 

This parasite survives, at summer temperatures, for at least seventy- 
two hours after removal from its host. One placed in a refrigerator for an 
hour at a temperature of 46 ø, while benumbed, quickly recovered on being 
warmed up. For an insect believed to pass its life in a notably sedentary 
manner, this species possesses flying ability of a high order. Though the 
parasite may leave its host momentarily, when the bird is handled in 
banding, and may fly to a nearby window, it often darts back again to its 
host with such extreme quickness that one sees only its disappearance into 
the feathers. On one juvenile Chipping Sparrow four of this species were 
found. 

The much less common bird fly, Ornithoica confl•tenta, infrequently 
found in 1924, was not uncommon in 1925, seven being discovered on young 
Song Sparrows.•HELEN G. • HITTLE, Cohassct, Mass. 


