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Phaebes, ete., possess this habit. Among Song Sparrows,
Catbirds, and Purple Finches there are numerous cases where
birds have returned a sccond time, fifteen Purple Finches
having done ro at one station, showing in the case of this
species that doing so is not a matter of aceident,

The extent of remating among birds is another phase of
banding work to which banders should give much attention,
for results of importanee have already been seewred along this
line, In ocensional instances among Chipping Sparrows and
Cathirds it has heen shown that birds remain mated for at
lenst two mieeoksive sensons,  Tow wide-sproad this practiee
ix mmong birds remains (o be determined, “Fhe homing instinet
certninly tends o bhring mated birds of one nesting-season o
the samie loeality nnother season with the result that remating
hecomen ensily possible,

The nbove two lines of investigntion, nmnely (1) how nearly
universal is the habit of “returning” among birds; amd (2) to
what extent do birds remate, are expecially commended to
our members, :
C. L. W,

GENERAL NOTES

Experiences in Banding Humminghirds.—During the past three
yoars several Humminglirds have been handed by Miss Lo M, Brown and
me at my cottace in Shelburne, Cods County, New Hampslire, - Miss
Brown, n muarse, who is t member of my home, has been especially interested
and active in this work, ‘The first oceasion was on August 1, 1923, when
Professor K. Fmerton, who has o eottage not far from mine, appeared one
day, saving, "“Want to Fand a Hummingbhird?”  He bad one eatirely
concenled in his hand, exeept for the bhitl. "Fhe bird, a female, was found
buzzing like n bee on the window: pune in his khed and was easily piched off,
We took the smnllest wized band, trimmed it n< mneh ax |~--~n"|v, sl put
iton 75103, The bird on being relensed «hot off with itec usan] apweedd,

I thouehit at the time and still think that the Land was too large, even
when trimmed, but 1 was told from Washington that there wasn't enough
demand for smaller hands to make it payv. The toes of the bird are very
tender and seft, A repeat or a return is necessary to solve the question,

After that we constructed asmall trap about o foot and a half each way
of a simple frame of stickr covered with gauze, the front hinged, A table,
just the height of the pinzza railing on which it has heen my eustom for a
few years to keep one cr more tumblers of sweetened water, was set against.
the railing, and on thix was the trap. The glass, which was put direetly in
front of the trap, was moved farther and farther in as the hirds got used to
it. ‘Then the lid which was hield up by hand, was elosed, and the bird was
enught. It was readily taken out by inserting the hand through a slit in
the sereened top. .

In this way two females were enught and banded, - They are 81712
August 20th, and SATIS, August 3ixt, 1923,
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In 1924 two more Humminghirds were bandeld, one, a male, 87961,
brought to me on July 21st by Robert Clurk, nephew of Professor lanerton,
The bird was eaught on the window-pane in the shed by placing a milk-,
bottle over it,  The other, n fomale, STO85 wan caught July 10, 1924, in
the same place by Professor Emerton and brought to me,

Sinee 1915 we have heen feeding Hamminghirds with sweetened water,
el as enrly as May 21st, when no flowers were seen, they have heen seen
drinking from the tumblers, ‘The Intest one recorded was August 3lst,
Rarely has the made Humminghird heen seen drinking,

Near the end of July, 1925, on acenunt of illness, the sugared water had
not been replenished for a few days, and had been petting very low,  Miss
Brown found on visiting the spot to replenish the glass that a femade Hum-
miaghird was in the hottom of the tambler, thoreughly saturated with the
sticky sclation, and unable 1o move, 1O was motionless, the Lill and head
apright ngainst the glass. The Lird was taken out and laid on the railing,
Tt coul In*t 1y, and soon rolled off on to the nastartiam bed below, 1€ was
then taken and Lathed several times in warm water, Gl freed of all the
sveap. When laed on the open band, and appareatly porfectly still, one
could feel the vil ration of the wings thronchout.  The Vird was baid on
the table in the < coverad with a wire strainer, and deied, and then it
was takea aat and releaseds Afer it had Bon aowhidle in the open \mlln. it
suddenty few vigorensly awa, and alightd ona pereh of the near-by cdm,
This bird was not banded.  We thought it had undergone comigh exeite-
meat. To all appearanee 1t was one of the two females that el heen
feeding all sinmier,

Of our two female Hummiaghivds one has alwave hovered aver the glass,
and the other has alighted on the edge of the tumbler.  Manv friends have
never soon a Hunimigbind alight, and this hus been an added pleasure,

Warter Deane, 29 Brewster 8, Cabiridge, Mass,

Banding Hummingbirds. -1 banded my first Humminghird (A rehi-
lochux colubrix) on Nagust 3, 1924, 1t was caught in my hand inside the
window. 1 have no teap suitable for taking this speeies, and nothiing was
further from my thought than being able to take them.  Later several
others were eaptured inside the hoase and handed, seven in all during
1021, the ast one on August O8th, They were attraeted by small pill-
Bottles hung oatside the window!, filled with o strong solation of sugar and
water, eovered with tarkey red cloth, Al seven were young birds with
one execption, Asa rale they remnined very qoiet inomy hinnd while heing
Banded, hat one sgneaked The somowse. Noc 1 hameds were used, Lt they
were vedueed i stze by ehipping, even to eattiog swm o portion of the
figaires,

Thisovenr Q20 cande ins Iy weduli femnde came inside the window,
bt b libernted e umbanded, as, for the woomert, noosuitable aod wan
vencdve Ol 20¢h, Nugost Il T, and Eh four ethersowore banded,
all imature, " Noeturns have been taken, muach (o my reprct,

1 has Deen sugpested that it woul Fhe quite easy to construet a suitable
pull steing teap for taking these Birds, using lowers or iy present atiticial
means of attractime them, by making a light frame of hamloo and lining
it with cotton mosquito netting, The experiment is worth trving, al-
thongh Tdoubt if it will prove suecessful, Frrosor S, Moraan, Asticou,
Northeast Harbor, Muine,




