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RETROSPECTIVE

Wit this number of the Bulletin the first little volume
dealing with several phases of banding activitics comes to a
close. Those of us who have had charge of the office end of the
work have endeavored to make the Bulletin helpful to handers
by publishing some of the seientific results of their work and
by calling attention to sundry matters of a mechanienl and
technienl kind pertaining to operating banding stations,

A year's experience has revenled nogratifying cooperation
between the handers and the editors, although this co sperntion
has not heen as wide-spread ns had heen expeeted,  In this
connection the editors feel that o misapprehension exists in
gome handers” minds as to what is expeeted of them, and also
that a feeling ix present that perhaps the vesults of the work
they are doing is of less importanee than those seeured at other
stations,  In this conneetion banders should remember that
although they may not for the moment fully appreciate the
complete meaning of all their observations and records, these
records pretty surely contain matters of importance, justifying
their study and analysis and sending the results to the editor,
In this way a contact will be established that is very desirable
for the editorial end, and one perhaps that will be profitable
to the bander.

All operators should search their records for data having to
do with the matter of “Returns,” meaning by this the retnking
of a hird at the station where it was banded after an nhseunce,
during which it is known to have migrated to its winter or
summer quarters, Reecords of this sort mean mueh and
handers arve invited to send them in when they have been
obtained in such quantity as to help confirm and extend our
knowledge vegarding any speeies,  Single returns of o speeies
require abundant confirmatory datn before we ean say they
“are not aceidental. We need, also, testimony of this kind
bearing on the extent of the habit of returning to the same
nesting-ground year after year among birds in general; that
is, does this habit extend to all speeies of migratory hirds?
Abready it has been the privilege of bird-banders in {his
country, in particular during the last three or four vears, to
prove that the habit of birds of returning to the place of their
birth, due to the homing instinet, is very wide-spread indeed,
making it more and more probable that the practice is universal
among migrating species. Within o year our members have
obtained informntion that individual Yellow Warblers, Red-
starts, and  Indigo Buntings, Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,
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Phaebes, ete., possess this habit. Among Song Sparrows,
Catbirds, and Purple Finches there are numerous cases where
birds have returned a sccond time, fifteen Purple Finches
having done ro at one station, showing in the case of this
species that doing so is not a matter of aceident,

The extent of remating among birds is another phase of
banding work to which banders should give much attention,
for results of importanee have already been seewred along this
line, In ocensional instances among Chipping Sparrows and
Cathirds it has heen shown that birds remain mated for at
lenst two mieeoksive sensons,  Tow wide-sproad this practiee
ix mmong birds remains (o be determined, “Fhe homing instinet
certninly tends o bhring mated birds of one nesting-season o
the samie loeality nnother season with the result that remating
hecomen ensily possible,

The nbove two lines of investigntion, nmnely (1) how nearly
universal is the habit of “returning” among birds; amd (2) to
what extent do birds remate, are expecially commended to
our members, :
C. L. W,

GENERAL NOTES

Experiences in Banding Humminghirds.—During the past three
yoars several Humminglirds have been handed by Miss Lo M, Brown and
me at my cottace in Shelburne, Cods County, New Hampslire, - Miss
Brown, n muarse, who is t member of my home, has been especially interested
and active in this work, ‘The first oceasion was on August 1, 1923, when
Professor K. Fmerton, who has o eottage not far from mine, appeared one
day, saving, "“Want to Fand a Hummingbhird?”  He bad one eatirely
concenled in his hand, exeept for the bhitl. "Fhe bird, a female, was found
buzzing like n bee on the window: pune in his khed and was easily piched off,
We took the smnllest wized band, trimmed it n< mneh ax |~--~n"|v, sl put
iton 75103, The bird on being relensed «hot off with itec usan] apweedd,

I thouehit at the time and still think that the Land was too large, even
when trimmed, but 1 was told from Washington that there wasn't enough
demand for smaller hands to make it payv. The toes of the bird are very
tender and seft, A repeat or a return is necessary to solve the question,

After that we constructed asmall trap about o foot and a half each way
of a simple frame of stickr covered with gauze, the front hinged, A table,
just the height of the pinzza railing on which it has heen my eustom for a
few years to keep one cr more tumblers of sweetened water, was set against.
the railing, and on thix was the trap. The glass, which was put direetly in
front of the trap, was moved farther and farther in as the hirds got used to
it. ‘Then the lid which was hield up by hand, was elosed, and the bird was
enught. It was readily taken out by inserting the hand through a slit in
the sereened top. .

In this way two females were enught and banded, - They are 81712
August 20th, and SATIS, August 3ixt, 1923,




