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NOTES FROM A PETERBORO, N. H,,
BANDING STATION

BY HELEN GRANGER WHITTLE

For three summer seasons, 1923, 1924, and 1925, 1 have
maintained a feeding and banding station for birds near my
house in Peterboro, N. II.  The house is situated on a farm,
with the usual fields and pastures, and a rather abundant
woodland tending strongly to conifers. These conditions are
favorable to the Purple Finel, which is a numerous species in
the vicinity during the breeding-season.  With its usual
readiness, it flocks to the station, and greatly outnumbers the
individunls of all other species combined,

FFrom nbout. April Ist to November Pth, each vear, several
traps are in readiness, o that at times of suflicient Jeisure
(chiefly. over week-ends and with the cooperation of my
husband) the birds may be taken with some thoroughness.
On the south side of the house in an open situation (preferred
by some birds) a pull-string trap about 30° x 30" is maintained.
Near it is the additional attraction of a 16" eircular hath.  On
the north side of the house, in a space closely sheltered by
buildings, trees, and shrubbery, are placed a second pull-
string trap on the ground, a tree trap, and a Chardonneret
drip-water trap, 18" x 18” x 18", In addition, two auxiliary
elevated feeding-places are provided--a 16" eircular-rimmed
table, on a single central leg, and a hanging Packard feeder of
onc quart eapacity, which is suspended in the eenter of an
8-foot streteh of horizontal wire.  These auxiliaries are prac-
tieally eat-, rat-, and squirrel-proof, and are of value in main-
taining a food supply in ease one is absent from the house for a
day or two, Al these feeding-deviees are within twenty feet
of the windows of the house, so that observation is easy at all
times,  "The bait used in chiefly sunflower and eanary seed,
eracker erumbs, and suet. Raisins are used during the Robin
and Catbird reasons,

This season my traps were placed in position on April 1st.
Banded Parple Finehes were already present in the vieinity,
and on April 3d, three were taken  two preturns and one
returns On Apeil dth ot least eight banded birds were
counted, including one Song Spmrrow.  Between April 1s
and NSeptember 5th, 1925, 101 returning birds were taken as
follows:
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Hrxeina Rrrenne Reveans?  Toray

" Parple Fineh (l'uquuhu'uu P P pUrens) s 4 W)
Vewper Spnrrvow (Poocecten g, graminens) | I 1
Chipping Bparow (Spasella p. passering) (1] ]
Nong Npurvow (Medowpiza m, melmbia) It | i
Rome hrensted Geosdwnk (Zamelodia {udoviegana) 4 4
Cathivd (Dumetella carolinensis) 1 1 2
Raobin (Planesticus m. migratorius) 1 1
Total 101

The 15 Purple Fineh returns? were 50 per cent of the returns
of this species in 1924, A series of percentages of this sort, for
a period of years, from many stations, will eventually give the
average of probable mortality for various species.

The pereentages of birds returning in 1925 to the whole
number banded in 1923 and 1924 are shown in the following
table:

PERCENTAGES OF BANDED BIRDS RETURNING IN 1925

BPRCIER Torar. Baxnen Nvupen PrRCENT
1024 anp 1024 Hevvusing
Purple Fineh ... ... ... ... 230 RO RR L)
Vesper Sparcow .. 2 1 50 00
Chipping Sparrow ... . L, 44 0 13 (%)
Nong Sparrow oo KR T 7.0
Rose-hrensted Grosbeak. ... ... .., N 4 A0 0
Cathind 0000 Ceees b 2 25 (%)
Robin ... ... ... L . 19 1 M2

In 1924, fifteen Purple Finch returns were taken which have .
not been taken in 1925, These added to the 80 returns of 1925
make a total of 95 individuals taken as returns at this station,
Of these, 28 were birds-of-the-year when banded, or 29.47
per cent of the whole number of individuals returning.  Of the
N, at least 22 were taken during the nesting-season, making it
a fair inference that the whole 22 were nesting in the immedinte
vicinity of their own derivation- -an interesting development,
as the tendeney in the past, judging from the literature on the
subjeet, has been to believe that the young of most species are

*In preparing this table, the records of the Chickndee  (Penthesten a. atrieapilluny,
White-breasted Nuthateh (Sitta o carolinensaxd. and Downy Wowdpeeker (Dryobates p,
medianus) are omtted for the reason that these birds are commonly non-migentory, or
resident, at least in southern New Hampshire, and therefore my records of their visits to
the cintion are reganded us probabde repents, reganltess of the clapsed time between takings,
The colimns marhed - Returns™ and 5 Returns ™ dise s distinetion: hetween binds which
have retuined to the statton anee sl those wlieh have retarest & second B, the e of
the wonl returs Betng that detimslim The Aab Vol X T a2 coatnotey, 19240, | have
Already explained the use ol the exponent (% i n previous note in the Bulletin for July,
W25, po 49, which see
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foreed to the outskirts and unocceupiced spaces of their breeding-
ranger,  The nrtificinl abundance of food provided at o «tation,
atul the comparntively greater daily range of Purple Finehes
from the nestekite, might Le thought to have a hearing on this
Inrge pereentage of nesting second-venr birds,

In the eaxe of Bong Bparrows, whose dily vange from the
Hest=Mite etk not to eXoeed two hindeed feet, the pereentage
of returns in 1925, nx shown by the table, wis only 7.95: 10 19214
it was 9.3, Of the 10 individuals which returned in 19214 and
1925 the surprisingly large number of 8 were birds-of-the-vear
when banded.  Of these, & were taken during the breeding-
season,  One can only guess why the number of returning
adult Song Sparrows should have heen so small. ,

In the case of Roxe-breasted Grosheaks, the returns in 1925
amounted to 50 per cent of the number banded in 1924, Their
visits are chicfly confined to a period of one or two weeks
preceding the nesting-season.  An oceasional visit from a
single banded bird (more often a male) during the nesting-
reason or immedintely following i, idicates that =ome at
least of these birds ave located not far from the station.,

Two White-breasted  Nuthatehes (Nitta e, earolinensis),
Nox LT3 () and TITA36 (@) were bhanded on September 6,
1924, "They continued eoming to the station frequently up to
November 1h, 1924, when obeervation was  diseontinued,
During the winter, they foutdd their way to Mrs<, Duostan’s
feeding station one-half-mile distant, and were often observed
there, constantly together, On April 17, 1925, they were again
noted at my station, and thereafter repeated at intervals up
to the 24th of June, when they appeared convoving a brood of
young, al least gix in number, Fhe whole family fed at iy
station for n period of ten davs to two weeks, during which
time five of the young were banded. Between July 6th and
10th, during nnnbsence from Peterhoro, the young Nuthatehes
ceased to visit my station, M, Dustan reports, however,
that during that period, at least three young hirds, attended
by the male parent (readily identified without handling, ax
his Land is on the left tarsus) appeared at her station,  They
were observed at intervaly daring July and August at tha
station, but the young have never repested at my station, so
far as 1 know, exeepting for a short period after being banded,
The parent birds, on the other hand, are still constant visitors,
and rarely does one of them come alone, These facts indicate a
case of permanent mating in this species,

Peterboro, N, 1L, September 30, 14125




