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HERRING GULLS AND LEACH'S PETRELS 

BY FRANC!8 H. ALLEN 

DR. C!!ARL•:S W. TOWNSENOand I did a little banding at 
Matinicus, Maine, in August of this year, and though the 
numbvr of birds bamlvd w:m not large the experience was 
int(,rest itek (o t•s ttt•(I •t•l a('('()ttt•(, of i(, t•ay po•sil)ly })e of some 

•llll(]i)•l)(,rs, (']lltl'lliillg little (]()wlly ('l'(.Ittltr(,• (,lint it, r('(illir(,(I 
•()tm, ngility (() ('nt.('h, IL ,illgh, I1(.(Igllng •Vllllllll]l 
lind all n(hll( ]{nrn Swlllh)w, the I)ILII(I(.(] bird. w(,r(, .ixty-(me 
yOtlilg ih,r•'hlg (hlll• IiIid fi)lll'l(,(,ll I,(,n(,h'. l•(,tr(,I., 
whivh wvrv n(lllll• and fw(,Iv(, (]()wn• y()tlllg. M.•t-f tin Ihn'ing (,nils I•m•h,(I w(.r,• ifil T(,11 
]shuld. IL •llzlll I'()('ky i•hmd lying I)(,(,w(,(,n •111t, ill•(.llN nn(l 
]{ngg(,d l•hlll(I (('rh'lmv(,n) mid JLh()ut a nlil(• froin t,]le }lal'l)or 
of Matbib.us. Th(, i•hul(l• whi(.h i• snhl to ]lave I)(,en halned 
froIll lb(, (l/s(.overy tll)()11 iL of 1• teli-])Otlll(] eannon-lmll, 
('ovvr(,d, wll(,l'(, (]l(' {(,(Ig(, (h)(,s not l)rotmh., with a ]11xm'iant ' 
growIll ()f gl'2t•(,s lul(I w(,(,ds, ILllIOllg w]lh'h ynl'row is t,h(, tnos• 
('o]lsifi('tlOtlS flowor, though iL Jew b('autiftll l)=Lt('hvs of harebell 
nr(, Iil()l'e attract We to t.h• vi•t()r •n August. Th(.re lu'e 
al)t•udan(,(, of I'nsphvrry I)tlsh(,s nn(I a few scntt(,rhlg d('nd and , 
dying si)ruces. This Ten Pound colmy is now mu('h the 
hu'gpsl (..hmy of !h,rring (;nll• il• 11w illllllv(lilL•(• nei•hh()rhoo• 
(f Matilli('tl•, tll()llgll the I)il'd• n(,•t, ill •nlalh,r Illlllll)('l'• Oil 
•() MIIll'• I,nn(I. which wns lit ()lie t•lll(' thv IIl()•t 
I•l'Vt•dhlg-grt)tlild ()f thv al)(,ci(,s, nlld oil •('vI.rILI ()lhel' munih.r 
•Slnllds llear i)y. livid( , ()ll ')¾u I•()lnld, ils hi ()thvl' 

nlld ill•(i h•d(hm very vffct, tu lily •11 tllv wevd• i I d r sl I)vl'ry 
I)tl•ilvs. It was h(q'e IllllOllg t,he w(,vd• nn(I I)ushvs thnt w• 
foillid Iiio•l of the yOllllg (;llll• ]lidillg. •olll(, of (h(,lll were 
fully fi(,(Iged :lt, th(' thll(' ()f ()tit vis•(,, Atlgtlst, •)(ll, wlfil(, ()(hers 
wel'(, s()lll('whzlt d()wlIv, It f('w havhlg the •il('('kh'd (h)wny hen(is 
o(' the very yO•lllg I;il'ds, (I mlgh olh(,rwis(, w(,ii Oil •l(()(lie 
first i)•tlll:l•,. S•)lll(, ()f the I•h'ds xv(,r(, stifi•(,[ctltTy writ 
to l•y oIY •llld nli•ht in (lie wat(u' nfter we lind r(,h,:lsvd 

We f()lmd (by y()tlllg (iulls 1)y wz•k•llg (1n'()u•l• (lie r•mk 
v('•('tat•()ll• ])Zll'(•tlg the why I)(,f.r(• ils with mir f('(,t, 
Ill •llch i)l:w('•, xvh(,n we (.:1111p ili)()ll zt I)h'd. it w:ls zlJw•ly• lying 

nb.ul the m'ck t. keep it, fr.m bit in• .r .I rikiug with •lWn I•ili, 
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We banded a number without holding them at all, shnply 
laying the bird down while we put on the band. Often one 
would lie still after we were through until we gave it a shove, 
when it would scuttle off at a fairly rapid rate. (See Plate I.) 

Plate I 

Dr, ToWnSl,nd thought, titat the., qtiil,t I,irds wl,rl, lhose that 
were lifted with {,s]•,{.ia] {'are so that, they w{,r{, k½'l)t in the, same 
posit, i•n and the "frei,zing" inst in{'t was not sul)•'rs•,d•.d l,x' the inst. in{t t.{) (,s{'ape. I xx'tts IH)t ItWltrl, •ysclf, h()w('v(:r. of 
]litlliJlilig the I,irds iJilTi,l'i,iltJy, ()Ill, would Jl:ivi, th•,t•ght 

spell of th(, frir(,zillg i•lslin(,t, h()wi,x'(,r (,:lr(,ftfllv the, I,ir, ls 
han(l](,(I; I)tit th(, l}Jiss:ig( , from Ih•, (Ji)llijlJ:tll('( • Of illis 
to ('Oml)h't(, I)oss('ssi()l) I•y th(, (h,f(,ns(, af•(I ('sc:tl)(, illslilJ(,ts 
!)rol):thly all itl)rul)t, otJ(, with n() I,,,r,h,r-lat.l I,,,1 w('('?l 
I)assivity and yr(.•it It('t ivily, and l lid, •l(,(.(.ss (ff lll(, IH•w i•st 

varying (h,gr(,(,s of i•r{•v(walion i;l (liff(,r(,JJt i•)dividkl•ls. In 
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14()llIP, r(,nlly roilKll tr(,ittni(qit, InJKllt, I)0 ll(,(,(,fd•4jiry to 
(l(nvn t ll(• free;in; in,tim,t, wliilP •itll •tliPr• th(• Itl(•( • •PIIMIL- 
ti()n (•f I..in• ('nl)t tired Ini•hL b(..fliei(mt. 

WJlJJ(' w(' rtqllll•ll(,(J ill tin, ll(,iKhl)orlloo(i !illill)' of th(• ohl 

tl)(.y n(w(.,. ,w()(,i)(.(I (h)wn hi ntt•L(,k, n• 'l'('rn• (h) wJl(,ll thei• 

i•li,' ()f the !t(.rrh)• (;ull nn(I, I •Ul)l)O•(', ()• oth(,r (;•,11.. 
!)('rhnl)• (h.. t() the I(.• n(,fiv(. hnhit• of the Gull• find tho 
thnt th(,y (h) n()t hahitmLIly phtll•o f()r t•oh' food 2L• do 
'J'(q'tl•? And 211•o I)('•h•l)• to th(. f.et t•nt their I)ill. a• I(.•. 
fitted f(,r nttn('k? 

wh(,n m.' Immls gave (rot- lint, ! m.•t ('(mh'.., I'ath(,r 
wl.m •v(, eanl(. t• the (red (•f th('nl, f(n' it, i. •(r('lluou• work. 
Am•t h(,r dny, .,•u•ust Oth, Imvin• di.e.v('r(,d nll()lh(,r X 
•',, Imml(,d •t.' sixty-liter (m No Mn.'. I,nml, ()ll the latt(,r 

!h,rrin• (',ulls al.nlt Mnli.ieu., th(, •l•nl('('• which e•n'el' 
•,mtllern (,ml hi'(' Imw nil (h'nd, (ImH•tl(,•s killed 1•3' the (lllll.. 

()ll August 1 Iih, we t(mk n I)(nver-lmat t•) S(,nl Island, 
seven miles east, .1' Matini,'us, wll,,re lwa,'ll'• Petrels In'eed 
•'•msideral,le mmd,er., liere, in a level, turfy Sl)•)t, 
I)tlri'()•'s •il'(' ('(nilHi ()li ('v('rv si(l(', !t •¾:is Very nliltlsh)• i() 
()lH.'s I)nr(, •trm il)t() n IJtlr•'()w tip i() th(, (,11.•v m' I.,y(nl,I 
fee[ nt lnsl n wenk llilq)in• of ()n•,'s lin•er-til•s, tlH'BI t• tnke th(, 
I,ill I•(,t•veen the lin•ers nml •entb' d•'aw •m• •ln' I•ir•l, a lit•l(' 
('l'<'a•m'e <'•)v<'re(I wi•h the s()l'•pst of I<m• s()()ty-•rny 
which I.m,'e:ll,ly sulnnilte•l t• the n•ljustlmmt •1' a I,/ 
hi,ore its leg. Twice mir haul •vns :m ;)dult I•ir•l, which 
I'•'•'eivin• i•s luln•l flew >wil'tlv •,l'f in nn il're•ular, 

I'ell•ve•l the I•al'el•t. I'•n•'h ?,mz• I,ir•l, aflel' IIH' I,an,lin•, 
Ida•'•'•l in the <'nl•'a•tee •1' ils Im•'l'OW wilh ils IH'n•l I•iltl•'•l 

Senl Islnml i> well worlh visilln• for ollwr Imrl•se. ihnn 

f()uml (m the M:,i:., (.,):,sl. sm,,mh Kr:lt)it('. quit(, v(,rti('nl ()r 
('v,m ,)v(,rhangin•, nml fifty m' s(.v(,nly-live feet high nl.)ve the 
•('n. nml I (l()l)'l kn()w }l()W de(q) J)el()w th(' Stll'J'n('('. Ii hn. nl•() 
n very strikit)• ('hnsln, ('l('fl, or "guzzle," n. il is (,nile(I, nll(I 
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"])(,vjl'•4 ])(,n," thr(ml.lh whi(,h (m(, thr(,.,l• 
JL hun(Ir(,(I f(,(,t fr(Jin dayli•ltf tll fl., wal(.l"s 
lh(, (,fh(,r (,nJ, But al} f}li• i• tlllo•h('l' •f(*r)' fr(,nl I,inl-bamli,• 
aml (me tlmf (Io(,• ll(,f I,(,h)n• ill this Ihllh,tin. It •1•'•, 

nll(I I•('ttIH ihl} 
215 La (Iraltgv S(•,t,I, •¾('sl It.xhury, 

IIEI,I'IN½; Till.; BII)I.½)(;IST 

IIY I'!I,ilII, E•4 L, WIII'FTLE 

' BI !111- !l ,t ,• II I,;11s 

Ill till' flllll}111111'11111} I.,•luh)l(,• I!Jl(111 whi(.h t})(, im,s(.nl vi(.w 

•i.'H•'• ('-.hi m,l Imv•, c. Jm, i}Jl. I.,iJm w•,j'•, il Irlh' Ihal II)•' 

The I)rv•(,nl 

•l'OIIlldl• Of the l)r(wi()ll• •('a•(•l), olJ)(,l'w•(, Jh(?' Wollh] int(,r- 
rain.h, ml•l inlvrbrvv, I, with fl., r•,•ult thai v:(ri:)li.h• .[ ,'-l,•r. 

only 

Whi(']l I'11111)(ll lip •llill•llill, llOt only ill •tlplml'l ()J" lb(' lh('(ll'V •)1 

bill l. 
'i&,mi•.•l •1"". It i.. lift. h•f,,r J)al,iJ •¾1,i,.h i. ,.tr,.,.t I,ri)m. 

(,v(,J• •rilhi. lh(. I(,),HI.),r ,•(.(.ulfi,,•l I,v ;i •l)(,,.i,.. (,). r:..•., •hi,,l• 

I'l)V(n'ill• 

ITlw .%uk, % •J..•l., IJIP. ;l/l:l ILIi,I 2:1 t, 1'12;t, 


