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may be secured. Bearing this in mind, I hope to continue the
study of this group of Veeries next summer and to develop some
method of trapping the ndults successiully, .

ARE WE MAKING THE MOST OF OUR BANDING
' STATIONS?

Not all our bunders are tuking notes on a seale to get the hest

results,  Not all realize that it is perfeetly feasible to maintain a
banding stution on n very small seale -perhaps not more than a
shelf trap at o window-—and yet secure scientific information
about birds of importance. :
" Two of the most necessary and at the same time pleasant
phases of the bander's work are carcful observation and note-
taking. Notes should be made daily of even seemingly trivial
things about the birds at your station and wherever you see them
in the vicinity or elsewhere. By so doing you may in time add
important facts that will

(1) Help solve existing problems;

(2) Bring about a reconsideration of accepted views regarding

some ornithological matters;

(%) Best of all, open up omithological problems of your own.
In fact you may do all three of these things, whichinelude amassing
needed information regarding the life-histories of many of our
commonest birds,

Not a few of you have Dr. Allen's lectures that were delivered
last winter.  We hope you will reread them with a view of re-
freshing your memory on the many problems still awaiting satis-
factory explanations, at the same time secing if some of your own
observations do not assist in bringing nearer the solutions sought.
The constant cffort should be to discover the bearing that the
observations you make have on some existing problems.  The
amount of interesting work to be done by the field orithologists
is incalculably great. Any day, at your station or during a walk

aficld, you may stumble upon an observation or a series of observa-
tions that will open up a wide vista of possibilities. May we
illustrate what we mean by citing a few recent observations by
some of our members? '
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One of our members has several Chickadees feeding where their
behavior ean be readily and continuously observed.  The birds
are fed on sunflower seeds and Foglish walnuts, One bird
was ohserved to have difliculty in opening a seed which it
held flat on o hranch, the toes holding it firmly,  Suddenly the
bivd tipped the seed np on it larger end and grasped it from the
sides, direeting it blows into o depression (sear) in the simall
end where the plumule emerges in germination with the result
that the seed was quickly opened: At another time halves
of walnuts were placed with their flat sides downward in a feeding
tray with the result that the Chickndees almost innmediately turned
them over, thus guining necess to the ment within,

Another observer noteld severnl Robins standing aronund s
fowrteen<inel bivd bath owaiting thele ten, while one was perehied
on the vim, A thin moment two Jenven fell dnto the bath, I
Robin on the rim immedintely veached over snd picked up one of
the leaves, dropping it outside on the ground, and then picked up
the sceond oney enrrying it some feet away from the buth, where
it was dropped as before,  The hind then returned and proceeded
to bathe,

Do any of these three fuets support or oppose the view held by
some ornithologists that the things that birds do are mechanieal
(instinetive) in their nature, or that birds are quite unable to
think over and solve any problem that confronts them?
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This example is given to show that an afternoon’s walk afield
may lead to interesting speculations and perhaps to a solution of
& presumad-to-he=solved omithological problem.

It has been observed that about the openings to the nesting.
holes of Red-breasted Nuthatehes piteh is often found in the form
of a partinl or complete ring spread on the bark and sometimes
most plentifully just helow the entrance.  Now, knowing this,
one day you ohserve some of these hirds sitting on little clusters
of the cones of the red spruce, say in October, when they are open-
ing and the seeds are falling.  You note also that the cones have
drop-like mnsses of soft pitch on the outside.  Having the above
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facts in mind, would you suspect that the situation had any
bearing on the theory that these birds deliboately earry piteh to
their nesting-trees in their mundibles and smear the bark as thought
probable? 1If yes, how would you go about to test the matter?

Casg

There in definite proof that Cansdn Geese and cortain Swans
maintsin family groups for months after the young are fully
grown. There are, however, many species of birds of which in
this particular we have no knowledge whatever. At all seasons,
exeept at nesting-time, many species of birds ocenr in groups, at
lenst in New England, some large nnd some small, Some of our
wintering migrants arrive here in sl groups of o single <peeies,
and, w3 noreadt of w o boend abnndance of food, where gronps of
ditferent apuadien vongregnte, vutiongs apecies sy conlesas into
Inrge composite flocks, '

te e fuie” probahility that such oreriving groups are of the
fumily order, the migrnting units,  Sinee the tendeney to flock s
very marked wmong many species of hirds, does it not appear
rensonnble that ut least the muelous of sueh flocks s a funily?
One of our banders hos had a paie of bluebirds which duing 1924
raised two hroody, one of five and one of four yvoung, and all eleven
were banded.  About NMugust 15th the whole family disappeared
for about fonr weeks, no doubit to seck seclusion during the molt,
but they returned enrly in September pretty surely still a family
gronp.*  Would you not like 1o nadist in proving that such a
group of any species of hirds maintaing this relationship through
Inte swmmer and full, ns it migrates to its winter quarters, while
it remains there, and perhaps as the birds come north again in the
spring?  All these things have heen proved to be true in at least
one family of Canpdn Geese nnd even the approsimite migration
route of the birds going from und 1o their nesting-gronnds has
heen determined,  Bird-bunding secured the facts in the case of
the Canada Geese: it will in time prove whether or not other
species of birds do likewise.  If you have this problan in mind,

® For g more complete wecount of these Bluebirds, see Mre, A, W, Higgins's
nrticle printed in this number
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will not the little groups like the Chickadees and Juncos which
come to your station, and those which you meet so frequently in
your bird walks take on a new interest?  Bird-handing is of prime
importance in such an investigation,

The comntry is puzzle-mad.  Why not harness this surplus
encrgy and puzzle ont an ornithologieal riddle, therehy testing
your skill, adding to your pleasure and helping the science of
ornithology? ' C. LW

GENERAL NOTES

The Purple Finch’s Nuptial Dance. -1 huve been privileged on two
occasions to witness the nuptial danee of the male Purple Fineh (Carpodacus
purpurens purpurens),  The first time was in 1923 at wy farm.  The
emale stood on alarge rock, while the male daneed about her.

This last spring I had a pair of banded birds of this species at my hand-
ing station in Rock, Mass,  The male, No. 40165, was banded hy Mrs,
Alice C. Pratt, of Middleboro, Mass, Mayv 10, 1923, and the female,
No. 127124, was banded by me May 6, 1920, On this second oceasion
the play was <taged by these hinds (which were mated) on the ground near
A hird-trap. The feale sinply stowd still and watehed the male, who,
raising his crown feathers, spreading his wings in an are, with even the
wing coverts clevated, thus exposing all his brillinnt eolors, daneed in
cireles about her, deagging his wing-tips and resenibling a daneing lame
of fire as the sun shone on his beautiful feathers, The danee cireles were
fifteen to eighteen inehies in dimmeter, the bird 1woving fiest in one diveetion
but often reversing his course, while he faeed the femnle continuonsly,
In duration the danee asted about two winutes. OF all the beautiful
sights Lhave seenin the bivd workd, the nuptial danee of the Purple Fineh
ix the most gorgeous. AW Thaains, December, 19214,

We are very anxious to study bind migration.  The Connecticut River
valley offers a splendid opportunity to do this, but we lack the necessary
number of hunders, partiealarly along the northern part of the valley, and
by “valley™ we mean both the flood plain along the stream and all the
territory drained by the river, .

Migration may hest be studied by a large number of banders distributed

- over the valley as o whole, who band mnny binds during the spring nnd
fall movements and who operate their stations from vear to year.  If we
are to learn the speed :uul manper of migration of the different species
and the routes selected, we must have the stations well distributed across
(eaxt and west) and along the valley,  Will not every bander endeavor to
geeure another member in his or her vicinity to help push migention-study
and the banding movement as n whole?

Banders shoubd become nequainted with their nearest neighborx by
correspondence or otherwise, \\ here in any community there nre kevernl

members of this Association, the envse enn be furthered by their meeting
together oceasionally and comparing notes with a view of obtaining eo.
operative study of some problens, A lurge commnmity juny well hive
enough members to warrant forming some xort of handes' eluls, A def.
inite purpose or problem for study in handing work adds much o the

interest taken in operating stations and in the results nchieved, '




