
Nortlu'astrrn Bird-Bamb'ng .l•oc;nt;on 

may be secured. Bearing titis in mind, I hope to continue the 
study of this group of Veeries next stunruer an(l to develop .•me 
method of trapping the adults successfully. 

ARE WE MAKIN(; '1'111'• ?,lOST OF OUR BANI)ING 
ST.\TI{ )NS. • 

re,suits, Nnt MI rc]tliz,. that h is i..rf,.,,tly f,,adl,h. to Illll•lllltill 8 
bin. ling sl•ttlon ovl [t v(,ry sf]mll s,.ah, I.'rhal)$ not •nor(. 11mw a 
shelf 'trfti; ftt it win(lowland yct s•nre s('i(.ntific infonnati.n 
about hinls ,)f imlmrtance. 

Two of the most necessary and at the same thne pleasant 
phases of the I)an, h,r's work are careful oh.•.rvation and note- 
taking. No•es shouhl I• made daily of even st•.]ningly trlviM 
things ith, mt the I,irds ;tt your station and wherever you s(•' thcnt 
in the vicinity or elsewhere. By so doing you may in time add 
importtrot fac•s that will 

(1) llelp .•)lvc existing pml)h. ms; 
(2) Bring al,mt a rcconsldcration of a•ptt•l views n'garding 

some ornithological matters; 
(3) Ilcst of all, oilell lip ornithological lm•l•lems of your own. 

In fact you may do all three of these things, which im'hnle amassing 
needed informali,m n.garding the life-histories of lnany of our 
coremore,st hit, Is. 

Not a few of you have Dr. AIh,n's Ivctun.s that were dcliven'd 
I•st winter. We Italy, you will n,rc;ul them with a view of re- 
freshlug your memory on the many l•n}l•h'ms still awaiting satis- 
factory Cxl•htm;tions, at the Sailif time scclng if some of your own 
ohservatlons rio not assist in hringlng ncarvr the solutions sought. 
The constant effort should be to dlscovc• the hearing that the 
observations you make have on some existing pn•l•lcms. The 
amount of interesting work to Iw done hy the tichi onfithologl,ts 
is inealculM•ly gw•tt. Any day, at your station or during a walk 
afichl, you may stnmhlc u•m an observation or a scrit• of ob•rx'a- 
tions that will open up a wide vista of l•ssihiliti•. May we 
illustnttc what we mean by citing a fcw rcc•mt oh•rvatiot:s by 
some of our members? 



One of our meml•.r• ha.• serf.rid ('hi•ks, h.e, h•llnK wh•m thclr 
I•lmvior eau I., n,iulily sml E•mfimmu•!y oh•(,rv.I, 1'he bi.I, 
•' f(•l on •unAower •ul• illill E•Kli•h w•!nut•. One hird 

end •'he• du. !•lumuh ß emer•.• in •,,rminatiou with the •.sul( 
thni /l•e s•l was quickly opel•ed; At nlmt!•er time hnlvrs 
of wnhmis wrn, phu'rd wilh their tint sides dowuwanl in a frrdin• 
tray ,•'iih !hr n,•lli ihnt ihr ( 'hickmh,es himont immediniely Ill.led 
d•em over, thus Kaiui. K m'crss to the IIi1,111 wilhln, 

-• the, rtl,•, Ai thi• u..,,d i• h'avc• fi,II il•l• I1., hnih, '11., 

it •a• dnqq.•l ,t• ].'f,u•', 'l'h,' hh'd fili'U I'l'tlll'114'41 lllld ]ll'114'l'(•]l'41 
t,• halh,.. 

IN• any ,ff these thn',' fa,'t• •uiq.•rl or ,qq•e I1•' view hrhl by 
•ome •rllilll•h•i•l• thnt the lhiliK• lhnt hinl• do I•, liH'chlulicnl 
(ill,lilll'lix'r• ill their Illfilial% o• thlit I,ir, l• I1•1' IIIlitl' Illllll•ll' to 
think ov•,r nud •)lvl, luly ]m)hh,ul thllt COllfl'ont• thcm? 

('..r, 11 

q'his eXamlde is given t*• show thai Im aftertmon'e wldk •ficld 
may h'ad to lurch.sting Sl•t•,ulntil•ns Itlh'l I.'rhiq•s to it .ohiti,m of 
s pn.sum•l-to-I•e-•Jvt•! oniithoh•gh,nl pn•bh.m. 

}.•h,s of ]h•l-bn,nst•l Nttthatclu,s pitch i• •fu'n fi.md iu the fi;rm 
of a partinl ,)r •mil)lctr riiig spn.,.l ,)n the l.trk alld s,.netimes 
most plentifully just beh)w the elitrimee. Now, knowlilg this, 
one {ils)' y,)u observe some of tl•cs(. hinls siltitek on little clustem 
of the era;es of the n•l sp•l•., say ill October, when th,,y are Olin- 
ink aml the se•ts an. falli•g, Y,•n Irate also that the •.u.s hitve 
dn)p-like masses of soft pitch ,mth,' o•ttside. ]!•vin R the •i)ove 



fset. In miml, 
I..arlng on the th•ry tlmt 
their ne,•tink-tr•.,• in their m•mdil,h .• nml .•m•.•sr tl. I,•rk •s. th.n•ht 
pmhable? If ye,•, how w•mhl y.• fro al•)llt t•) t•'•t the matter7 

'!•i,n, l, d•,finill, I•n.,f IhlsL i'•mlid•l ih.•-,r. mid e•.rl•si. 
IIl•JlltllJll fllllli]• kl•)111)• flit Illl)111114 itft(,r the. ?.tnff .re fully 
kmwn. •here nre, Imwever, many Sl•'•'i•'s of hir,!• of which 
ß thi• Imrtieuhsr we h•sve tm k•mvhnl•e what•.ver. At •lJJ 
exe•,pt •lt I•P•lin•-tJlm., !l•at• F •p•'•'h,• . hird• .•:•.•r i• kr,.q•. 

()11(' i)• illIF I.•mli,rn lln• Jim] It p•ilr . Idm,hird• ..hi•,h l!111il•ff 1•121 
nsi•'d tw. hn.l•,-'- five and .tie . fi.•r ?nnff, uml all 
s'•'n' hamled. Al..lt A•i•nst ILth tl.' s'h.. fismily 

fir-up .f nlly nl.'•'i•'s -f hinl. mnlnl•sins ll•i, n.l:lli,,•slsip tlsr.uuh 

it remilil•s filers,, mid I•erhnl•S li• fl., hinh I•,m,' Imrlh tsff•lin 
,prinff? All Ihl,n•, lhiliffs hav•, I.,•,n pmv•,d l. I., Irm, ill •st 
rme flulilly .f l '•lt.da I h.•,.e, •md •,v•,. lhl, iq•l•r.ximlst• , 

bo,ll dell,rmlm'd, I'lird-l.st.lit•ff •e•,lln•l Ih•. fm.l• in the •,.•is•. 
the ('•mmhi (h.l,•e: it s'ill in time pt. re s'h•,th•.r •r n.t 
•eies of bird. iI. likes'i•e. If y.u have thi• l•r.hh m in miml, 

itrtielP priltl,•l in litiN IIllhll.'r 



10 Bulb'ft. of 

will not the little groups like the ('hieka(lees and ,hmeos which 
•mm to your stat.i(m, and lhose which you meet so fn•!ucntly 
your bird •'alks tnke ou it !tcw Juttryst? llird-hamlhtR is of prime 
iml.)rtam'e hi su('.h itll inx'(,stigatiou. 

The {•mntry is imzzh,.mad. Why not hanwss this snrpli;s 
em,rgy aml Imzzh, out ttu ornithological rlddh,, thewhy testiuR 
your skill, adding to your I•h,asure tad helping the science of 
ondthology? C. I, W. 

•ENERAL NOTE$ 

The Purple Fineh'm Nuptisl Pence. -I I}ax't, Imon l}rJvih'•l ou 
occasions to xx'it ucss t Iw nu • i,d d:m,,•, . • ht, malt, I'urph, l"i,•ch (f 'arl•dm,us 
fel,l:lh' slo•sl on :t large r.ck, while lhe lu:•h, d:m,,ed II/Itllll 

Thi• htsl s •l'hlff I had a pair -f b:.l,h•l hirds ,ff lhis species Ill lily h:md- 
illff sl:11ion ill I{.ck, Mass. TIw Imlh', No..111111•}, was handed hv Mrs. 
Alice {'. Prall, of Middlel.m•, Mass., May I0, 1923, and lhc •cmah 

the IdaV was shlg•l hv these, hirds (Wbi•. xvcre II ltl• ) 01 lhp gl'Ollllil near 
. hird-•rap. The fiu'l,ah, siiuply •h..I .till and wllchvd the nmle, whil, 
rni•inc hi• crown fe:lthcr•, sprvadm• hi- •ill• in nn arc, wilh even lhl, 
wh• c.,,rls ch'v:lh,,I. lhu• CXl.•hl • all hl• lu'illianl c.ha's, danced 

of lh'v a• the •un • .my-, iN ivailtll'lil I'c:llhl,r•. The Ihlllrl' I'il'l'l('• W(T(' 
fifh'cn (•l vichh.vn ilu,hc. in dianlctvr, thl, I,ird u oviu• tirol in .llv dirvclion 

In dur:lli, m the d:lm,c I:l•t,',l al.,ut lxx. •.hlutc•. (if all Ihv I.':luti[;li 
•ight• I h:lvc •ecn in llu, bird •v-rld, the Impll:d dance, ,ff llu. Ihirld,' i"inch 

•V(' ar•' v('rv :tllxiotls to ,•lll(Is,' binl Iliiffr:lti()ll. Th(' ('Ol)li(q'li('111 Iliv(.r 
valh'v olt'('l• :• •plcn, lid Ol)l.)rtlufilv to ,Io lhi•, hut w•, ht,,k lh(, 
nmzll's.r of b:mdc•, i•:trlicul;•rly ah')n• l/ip norlh('rn i)arl ()f 
by "valh'v" w(. liD'till I•)lh the th..I Idain aloha the slr(.aln nnd •[11 the 
territory dr:tin(,d I,v the rivvr. 

Mi•r:',l i,m nn:tv I;csl I.. studi•.d hv a hnr•e nmnl..r of handers distributed 
. over it.. valh,v 'as t xvhoh,, w • h•tnd runny hir, ls durillg the sl•ri• ff all(I 

fall illl)%'(•11iPiil• :tlld who op('r:d(. lh('ir slali(m• froill Vt,ar to VI'•tF. If we 
are t,) h':lrn lb(, sl)('al Illin lll:llID('r of llligralioli of }}l(, (liff(;r(,nl Sl)e(,i(,s 
and the routes s(,h,ct(•l, w(, •)).s( llavc tile statiolls wpll dlstril)uted 
(east and west) and al.nK tile v:lll('y, •'ill not cv('rv han(h,r (qld('av•r to 
s(,cun, :)nothvr Ii)(,llll•r it) his or h(,r vicinity t4) h(qp iu.sh nliKration-study 
and the I,an,ling lll•)V('l)iOlll IlS 11 whoh'? 

)il('l•tl•('rs of ( hi• A,s-iat i-n, i hi, crlllsl, (qlli' •H' flirt h(q't.t'l I•v i h(,ir lilC,(.l,hlg 
toffclh•,r (.'casi.)nallv nnd (,o ii))Ll'l • ll(d('s x•ilh .t vi('xx (•f (d)hlinin• 
opcraliv(' study .f 's. i)(, I•,hlcn. • hLr•, (qlliililllliilV Ill,iV x•,,il hay0 
en.nffh n)('mlH'rs h) x¾:trl'anl fol'n•ill• st•ltt(' sort 4Jf I•nnd'(,rs' ehih. A dcf- 
illit(' purl)os(' or I)rOldczn for s(11d•' ill Imndinff w. rk adds nlll('h 11) tim 
in,,rest htk(.11 il• ol)er:tlill ff stations and in the rt'sulls 


