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Like several other groups of waderol-
ogists, members of OAG Miinster are
adopting a migratory role in order to
study their birds (in this case the Ruff
Philomachus pugnax) in different parts
of their range. This study concentrated
on describing the ecological conditions

and numbers of waders in the Lake
Chad basin. Because of the political
and military conflict in Chad, plus theft
of the expedition car, the study area
was confined to northern Cameroon.

Although Lake Chad was a fraction of
its normal 21,000 km2, due to droughts
in the early 1980s, access to the lake
proved difficult. For practical reasons
work was focused on the roosts in the
rice fields and along the rivers, and the
winter Ruff population of northern Cam-
eroon was estimated at 250,000 -
350,000. Counts are given for other
species (Wood Sandpipers Tringa
glareola were also common) and
although localities are given for count
sites, maps would also have been use-
ful. The authors also provide a

comprehensive species list of the birds
seen.

About a hundred Ruffs were captured
for biometrics and ageing. Field obser-
vations showed that the population was
75% males, thus contrasting with South
Africa where there are more females.
Despite difficulties faced by the expedi-
tions, the results give a good impres-
sion of this little known area, and lays
the ground work for future research.

R.W. Summers
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Recent years have seen the increased
formal recognition of the needs of
migratary birds, especially by national
governments. A variety of international
conservation agencies now have pro-
grammes to enhance the conservation
of migratory populations and their habi-
tats. 1CBP have produced this
technical publication at a time when
needs for conservation action at an
international level are greater than ever,
but when there are also a variety of
current opportunities for action, and in
many countries, a seeming public
receptiveness and interest in the key
issues.

This multi-author volume will be of sig-
nificant value to all those with an
interest or involvement in the conserva-
tion of migrants. The material in the
book is arranged as a sandwich. The
initial papers outline the ICBP Migratory
Birds Conservation Programme
(Salathe), with a very useful global
review of threats to migratory birds
(Biber & Salathe). More detailed
regional studies consider the effects of
pesticides on Palearctic migrants in the
western Sahel (Mullie et al.), hunting
and persecution of migrants in the
Mediterranean (Magnin) and the shoot-
ing of migrant shorebirds in Barbados
(Hutt).

Following this scene setting, the con-
tents of the sandwich are thirteen
papers outlining the success or other-
wise of a range of conservation
initiatives. Those of particular interest
to wader workers include an account of
federal research on the conservation of
migratory “non-game birds” in the USA
(Howe), a valuable review of the Asian-
Australasian bird migration system
(Lane & Parish) and a detailed paper
on shorebird and wetland conservation
in the Western Hemisphere (Hunter et
al.), including a current review of the
state of the Western Hemisphere

Shorebird Reserve Network.

The concluding section covers future
directions, with the emphasis strongly
on legislative opportunities. The intro-
ductory paper by Biber-Klemm
(International legal instruments for the
protection of migratory birds: an over-
view for the West Palearctic-African
flyways) gives a particularly useful
review of relevant existing international
legislation, from a lawyers perspective.
This will be of special interest to anyone
with responsibility for the implementa-
tion of such legislation. Other papers
cover the role of the Bonn Convention
for migratory birds (Boere) and priorities
for the conservation of migratory water-
fowl - touching especially on the role of
both the Ramsar Convention and the
International Waterfowl and Wetlands
Research Bureau (Moser). Dugan’s
paper on conservation and sustainable
development stresses that conservation
problems usually depend on the solu-
tion of human socio-economic prob-
lems. Salathe concludes the volume
with an outline of the forward plan for
the ICBP Migratory Birds Programme
for the period until 1994,

The book is a particularly useful review
of current issues in the conservation of
migratory birds, whether these be
concerned with existing threats, current
conservation programmes or existing
legislation. It has been skilfully edited
and the format contains something for
gveryone. The book will be of particular
value to those professionally concerned
with the conservation of migratory birds,
although the review format of many
papers highlight major deficiencies in
current knowledge and thus will be of
interest to researchers also. The wide
taxonomic range of the book is useful in
allowing comparisons to be made
between the problems and current
approaches to the conservation of a
wide variety of different groups of birds.

A number of papers concentrate on
educational initiatives as related to the
conservation of migrants, whether these
be in Mali (Taurant & Fofana), Turkey
(Yazgan), Malta (Sultana) or in Ghana

(Ntiamoa-Baidu). These and other
contributions (e.g. that by Dugan) serve
to remind us that ultimately, the solution
to conserving migratory birds lies in
solving what are often intractable
human problems. This involves work-
ing closely with human populations,
especially in ‘developing’ countries. In
this area especially, there are particular
benefits to be gained from taking a
wide, international approach to conser-
vation problems. Not only is this
biologically sensible, but such a stra-
tegy allows each country to learn from
the experience of others. This timely
volume can only assist with such a
process and it will be welcomed by all
with an interest in conserving migratory
birds.

David A. Stroud
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