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A METHOD OF ROPING A CANNON-NET

by Nigel A. Clark

This paper describes a method for attaching
ropes to, and setting, a cannon—net-. The
techniques have ©proved very successful at
maximising the catching area when the net is

fired.

When the first cannon-nets were made up by the
Wash Wader Ringing Group, the lengths and
locations of the trace-ropes, which attach the
projectiles to the front edge of the net, was
somewhat arbitary- I have redesigned the
cannon—net trace-rope positions so that each
projectile now pulls out an equal portion of
the net. This increases the possible catching
area.

HOW TO MAKE UP A NET

The rope positions for the full net (13 = 26 m)
and

for the half net (13 x 13 m) are shown in
Figures 1 and 2 respectively.

ropes to a full-sized cannon—net
% 26m) the procedure is as follaows:
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Ropes are attached to a half-sized net (13 x
13m) (Figure 2) in a similar way to a.
full-sized net, except that <the middle eight

trace-ropes on a half-size net are omitted.
CANNON SETTING

The
net

positioning of the cannons on a full-sized

is crucial if the net is to extend fully.
The end cannons should be set 5 m in from the
end jump rope pegs, with the cannon angled
outwards, aimed at a point 12 m out from the
end peg- The central pair of cannons on a
full-sized net should be set to fire straight
out, and so that each pulls evenly on it?'s 4
trace-ropes-.

For a half-net the principal is the same. The
cannans are set 5 m . in from each end, i.e« 3I m
apart in the middle- Again they should be
angled outwards at a point 12 m out from the

end-peg- This angle is especially important for
a half net: if the cannons deviate from this
position the middle of the net will not be
fully extended.
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KEEPING-CAGES AND KEEPING-BOXES

by Nigel A. Clark

Keeping—cages have been used for many years to
house birds which have been extracted from
cannon—nets and are awaiting processing. The
design of special cages for
arquata and other long—legged waders has
already bheen published (Bainbridge 1975,
Stanyard 1973%). However the basic design of
keeping—cages for smaller waders has 'not heen
published, although cages of this design have

been in use by some groups for many years.
This paper describes the design of bhoth
keeping—cages, and some simple keeping—boxes

which can be used to move birds from the net to
the keeping—cages.

KEEPING—-CAGES

The design is shown in 1. The best
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desiigned to stop the net going too far after
it is fired) and find that the half-net always
extends fully, with all jump ropes pulled taut.

As an additional improvement, I have increased
the weight of the two centre projectiles for a
full-sized net from 3.6 kg to 6.8 kg, to ensure
that the net extends fully when it is fired.

these modifications in the basic
have increased the distance from the
birds can readily be caught from 3 m
toe 13 m- This has greatly increased catching
success, especially on flat beaches where the
position of high tide is difficult to predict.
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material has proved to be hop sacks made from

50/50 hessian and polypropalene- This - is

strong, and dark enough to deter the birds from

escaping. Each cage consists of a 4-2 m long
semicircular tunnel which is divided into seven
compartments, each. with a hole in the top for
inserting and removing birds. The cage is kept
rigid by eight 1.4 m long wire hoops, the ends
of which are pushed into the ground- A guy-rope
at each end, with an elastic loop, keeps the
structure taut and prevents birds from escaping
through the slits.

A keeping—cage is constructed as follows:
Mark

out a 4.7 m X 0-9 m piece of sacking is

marked out as shown in Figure 2a-. The sacking
is now folded along B: and A, is sewn to C, to
form a narrow tube. Repeat through Ae—Be,

Doy

set up ready for use.



