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Haematopus ostralequs (cont.) 
175 176 179 180 181 182 183 184 185 186 189 190 192 195 198 200 201 202 

211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 221 222 228 229 230 231 233 234 237 

247 251 255 256 257 258 264 269 270 273 274 275 277 278 279 280 281 282 

294 295 296 297 298 299 300 301 303 308 309 310 312 313 314 315 316 318 

326 327 328 329 330 332 333 336 337 340 343 344 345 347 348 350 352 353 

360 361 362 364 366 367 369 370 371 372 373 376 377 378 379 388 390 392 

400 401 402 405 

Haematopus palliatus American Pied Oystercatcher 
5 9 24 25 28 39 43 46 47 62 65 66 71 178 193 198 207 223 224 225 235 

288 295 299 312 313 337 338 340 347 348 363 374 384 

Haematopus palliatus pitanay Peruvian Oystercatcher = •. palliatus 
43 178 226 255 277 295 384 389 

Haematopus palliatus prattii = •. palliatus 
. 

178 255 277 295 313 

Haematopus quoyi = H. ater 

254 255 

Haematopus unicolor reischeki = H. unicolor 
13 24 53 123 255 319 384 

Haematopus unicolor Variable Oystercatcher 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 23 24 27 53 71 123 126 177 192 193 194 227 255 

340 346 348 380 384 

203 204 205 209 210 

238 239 240 241 244 

288 290 291 292 293 

320 322 323 324 325 

354 355 356 358 359 

394 396 397 398 399 

236 255 260 272 277 

261 288 295 331 337 

P.A.R.Hockey, Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African Ornithology, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, 
South Africa. 

WADER RINGING IN IRELAND 

Ireland is undoubtedly a very important place for many waders, but detailed studies on many aspects are difficult 
because of the low numbers of ringers and the restrictions on the use of some catching equipment. The latter 
was brought home forcibly to several WSG members a few years ago when they responded to an invitation from 
colleagues in the Republic to bring their cannon-nets to help catch waders for ringing. Despite lengthy preparations 
and negotiations, the party got no further than the English coast at Liverpool before the relevant minister in 
the Republic changed his mind about authorising the use of the equipment. 

We were very pleased to see, then, in the latest issue of the "Irish Ringers' Bulleti•'(a newsletter for and 
by ringers in both the Republic and Northern Ireland), two articles showing progress on two fronts. These are 
reproduced belowby kind permission of the editor, Hugh Brazier. Hugh is also now Secretary of the newly formed 
Dublin Wader Study group, to which one of the articles refers. 

Wader Ringing in Co. Dublin 

At the end of November 1982 a small group of us began to mist-net a wader roost at Rogerstown estuary, a few 
miles to the north of Dublin. Prompted by a relative lack of wader ringing in Ireland as a whole and especially 
around Dublin, we have achieved some success. Included in the total of 234 birds ringed to date are: 

Dunlin 130 Curlew 29 
Knot 2 Black-tailedGodwit 8 

Redshank 42 Lapwing 2 
Spotted Redshank 1 Wigeon 1 
Ruff 1 Teal 6 

Snipe 1 Black-headed Gull 11 

In addition we have handled three Dunlin controls, two BTO ringed and one Russian ringed bird. 

In the long term, we hope to make a more co-ordinated effort and widen the scope of wader ringing in the area, 
and to include neighbouring estuaries such as the North Bull, which, despite its large concentrations of birds, 
has proved disappointing in the numbers ringed. 

RonMa•donald and Ray O'Haire 
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Cannon-netting at Castleaverry, Newtownards, Co. Down 

Cannon-netting, to catch waders, was carried out in Northern Ireland for the first time ever on Saturday 15 January 
1983, at a high tide roost on the northern shore of Strangford Lough. A cannon-net catch was again made, at the 
same site, on Sunday 16 January. 

Catches were: 15.01.83 16.01.83 

Oystercatcher 60 13 

Knot ' 1 - 

Redshank - 3 

All the birds caught were ringed with BTO rings. One Oystercatcher caught on 15 January was retrapped on 16 January. 
(The most cannon-netted bird in Ireland - Ed.) 

Thanks are due to the following people and organisations for making this exercise possible, through giving their 
co-operation and permission in the various areas under their jurisdiction: 

Mr Gilliland, farmer, who owns the site; 
The National Trust, who organise and administer the Strangford Lough Wildlife Scheme; 
Conservation Branch, Department of the Environment (Northern Ireland), who administer the Wild Bird Act (Northern 

Ireland); 

The Royal Ulster Constabulary, who control the (legal) use of explosives and detonators; 
The North Down Ringing Group, for providing rings and helpers, and for the many hours spent assessing the site 

during the winter of 1981/82; 
but most of all to Dr. Robert W. Furness and his team from the Zoology Department of Glasgow University, for 

bringing the equipment and the expertise which turned the project into actuality. 

Detailed counts of waders on Strangford Lough have been made for a number of years. However, there is little 
information from ringing recoveries on the origins and migratory movements of these birds. Part of the current 
programme of the North Down Ringing Group is to catch and ring waders on Strangford Lough, and thus help to provide 
more inforn•ation on the movement_ and composition of wintering flocks, on which conservation measures can be based. 

Ian Forsyth, Department of Extra-mural Studies, Queen's University, Belfast. 
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Editors 

Dr J.P. Myers, Vertebrate Biology, Academy of Natural Sciences, 19th and the Parkway, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103, USA. 

Dr R.I.G. Morrison, Canadian Wildlife Service, 1725 Woodward Drive, Ontario, Canada K1A OE7. (613)-998-4693. 

CAR STICKERS 

We apologise to North •mericanmembers for not previously having made specific arrangements for them to obtain 
the new WSG Car Sticker (see Bulletin 37:4 for details and a xl.25 life-sized photograph of the Car Sticker). 
Copies of the Car Sticker canbe obtained from the Administrative Secretaries, N.A. & J.A. Clark, Department 
of Zoology, University of Edinburgh, West Mains Road, Edinburgh EH9 3JT, at a cost of $1 (Canadian or US) each. 
This price is inclusive of surface postage. 


