BTO/RSPB SURVEY OF BREEDING WADERS OF WET MEADOWS
by K- Smith

Spring 1982 will see surveys of breeding waders taking place throughout England, Wales and Scotland. In England and
Wales I am organising the joint British Trust for Ornithology/Royal Society for the Protection of Birds survey of
Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows. This survey will look principally at damp grassland sites in the lowlands and the
key species to be covered are Redshank Tringa totanus, Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Curlew Numenius -arquata, Lapwing
Vanellus. vanellus and, in a few areas, Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus. The major ‘objectives of the survey .are
to identify the remamlng lowland sites for breeding waders and to assess their current breeding populations. The
related project in Scotland, sponsored by the Wader Study Group, the Scottlsh Ornithologists Club and the BTO is
described elsewhere in this issue.

Wet lowland grassland sites are being lost to drainage and agricultural improvement at an alarming rate. In most
counties extensive river improvement and land drainage works have already been completed and large areas of wet
grassland have already lost much of their interest. However small areas may still be undrained and in a few cases,
such as the Somerset Levels in the SW of England and Derwent Ings in Yorkshire, extensive areas still remain. There
are already drainage proposals for many of these areas and, if Water Authority land drainage surveys are any guide,
the pressure to drain can be expected to increase. It is therefore vital that we take stock of our remaining wet
grassland habitat now before it is too late.

This summer pilot surveys have been successfully completed in Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Suffolk. As well as
providing a valuable test of the proposed methodology, these surveys have demonstrated just how rare breeding waders
have become in much of lowland England. Is this true of the rest of the country?

In most counties it is hoped that complete coverage can be achieved. However discussions are taking place this
autumn with BTO Regional Representatives, County Trusts, Bird Recorders, etc. to establish lists of sites which,
because of an immediate drainage threat or good breeding wader populations, should be given high prlorlty for survey.
It is vital that next year we make the survey-coverage as complete as possible - in many areas the pace of land
drainage is such that any delay will mean more sites are lost before we can even know about their importance.

As wader enthusiasts you can make a special contribution by undertaking to survey your particular study areas

and by volunteering your expert help to cover other sites. Please contact me at the BTO, Beech Grove, .Tring for
further information on the survey and the names of the county organisers..

REPRINTING OF BACK NUMBERS OF WSG BULLETNS

Following the announcement in Bulletin 32, sufficient orders have been placed to justify reprinting of the missing
back-numbers. This will be undertaken soon. Meanwhile, an order form is again enclosed with this issue in case
readers wish to order further copies. Because of the financial restrictions outlined in Bulletin 32, payment must

be sent with order.

CORRECTIONS TO BULLETIN 32

Page 25. For "C. Mullid", read "W.C. Mullieé".

Pages 38 and 39 were transposed. The recoveries at the top of page 38 relate to Dunlin and those at the top of p 40
to Curlew.

OTHER NOTICES

Coloured- -ringed Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Dedicated readers will know, by now, that it is not unusual for WSG to be unable to identify the origins of a
particular colour-ringed bird reported to us. Usually this is because there have been, in the past, several schemes
using the same set of ring combinations.. A more unusual case occurred recently when we received a very detailed
report of a colour-ringed Vhimbrel in Dorset, England. Our problem is that we have no colour-ringed schemes for
Whimbrel registered! We hope to hear from the ringer soon!

Colour—dyed Sanderling Calidris alba

As part of the study of Movements of Wader Populations in Western Europe, Rowena Cooper of Durham University is
conducting detailed work on Sanderling movements, especially in north-east England. As for other species in the
wider study, sanderling may be dyed yellow/orange, red, green, light blue or dark blue. Some of the Sanderling
under detailed study may carry individual combinations of colour-rings, rather than a single temporary colour-flag
used in the wider study.

Sightings (which, as for the general study, will be acknowledged), giving as much detail as possible, would be
welcome. As for other sightings, they should be sent to: M.W. Pienkowski, Wader Study Group, Dept. of Zoology,
University of Durham, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE, UK, Where appropriate, they will be passed on.

Colour—flagged Redshanks

A 1arge number of Redshanks Tringa totanus in the north-east of Scotland have been fitted with coloured leg flags
above the "knee" joint. The flags carry individual codes, a letter on one side of the flag and a number on the other.
Would anyone seeing a flagged bird please take note of the colour and, if possible, the letter and number on the flag.
Also, please note which leg carries the flag and whether any other markers, such as coloured rings, are present on the
bird's other leg. Please inform: Simon Greenstreet, Culterty Field Station, Newburgh, Ellon, Aberdeenshire, AB4 0OAA.
Telephone Newburgh. 631.

Colour-flags are also be'mg used in other projects. If in doubt as to which scheme marked the bird, please send the
sighting to M.W.Pienkowski for forwarding.



