
œ 20 MILLIONS FOR THE HEBRIDES7 

We have heard reports (not yet fully confirmed) that Britain's Minister of Agriculture has obtained aid from the EEC 
of œ20 millions for agricultural (and fisheries?) development in the Outer Isles. Such a report must make the blood 
of any conservationist with an interest in waders run cold. The coastal strip of low lying land (called the machair) 
bordering the Atlantic coasts of North Uist, Benbecula, South Uist and son• of the smaller isles is one of the richest 
areas for breeding waders in Europe. Agricultural improvement with its all too familiar pattern of intensive cultivation 
(often monoculture), drainage, liberal use of artificial fertilizers and herbicides would soon greatly reduce the wader 
populations. It is an ironic thought that an E•C grant could damage wader breeding grounds of European importance. 

Fuller (1981) censused a small part of the area in 1979 (total 861 ha) and found 548 pairs of breeding waders (64 pairs/ 
km 2) comprising Oystercatchers Haematopus ostralegus 21.0%, Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 9.5%, Lapwing Vanellus 
vanellus 49.6%, Dunlins Calidris alpina 7.5%, Snipe Gallinago gallinago 4% and Redshank Tringa totanus 8.4%. He 
considered these densities to be broadly similar to certain areas in SW Finland and the Netherlands but lower than on 
some Swedish shore meadows. In 1977 Fuller (1978) estimated a Ringed Plover population of 864 pairs (+ 10%) and a 
Dunlin population of 342 pairs (+ 10%) for the three main islands and these figures probably represent between 12-16% 
and 4-9% of the British breeding populations. 

We hope c•nservationists will use these data and the information given in the papers listed below in an endeavour to 
make sure that conservation is taken into account if agricultural improvement comes to these extremely important areas. 
The money would be better spent in maintaining the conservation value of the islands rather than in contributing to 
E•C surpluses. 

Fuller,R.J. 1978. Breeding populations of Ringed Plovers and Dunlins in the Uists and Benbecula, Outer Hebrides. 
Bird Study 25:97-102 

Fuller,R.J. 1981. The breeding habitats of waders on North Uist machair. Scottish Birds 11:142-152 
Fuller,R.J., Wilson,J.R. and Coxon,P. 1979. The birds of the Outer Hebrides: the waders. Proc.Ro¾.Soc.Edinb. 77B: 419-430 
Wilson,R.J. 1978. Agricultural influences on waders nesting on the South Uist machair. Bird Study 25:198-206 

NOTICE OF WADER STUDY GROUP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, WEST GERMANY 
12 SEPTEMBER 1981 
Agenda (Draft) 

1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
3. Matters arising not included in the agenda 
4. Election of officer. Since G.F.Appleton's retirement as secretary N. & J. Clark have been co-opted to the post. 

They are willing to continue as joint secretary. Any alternative nominations should be sent to the Chairman together with 
written agreement of the nominee as soon as possible and before 30 June 1981. 

5. Report from the Chairman 
6. Report from the Treasurer 
7. Report from the Secretary 
8. Report from the Editors 
9. Report from the Coordinator 

10. Date and venue of next meeting 
11. Any other business 

Reports from the officers will be printed in the August Bulletin. If any member wishes other matters to be included 
in the agenda please inform the Chairman, preferably by 30 June 1981. 

WSG AUTUMN MEETING, 12-13 SEPTEMBER 1981 

As announced in the last Bulletin, the 1981 WSG Aut,umn Meeting will be held at •nster, West Germany on the weekend 
of 12/13 September, by kind invitation of the OAG Munster. It is planned that the formal sessions will be during 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, to allow travel time for those coming from further afield. During the course 
of the meeting there will be good opportunities to learn at first hand how the rieselfelder have been managed to 
improve the habitat for waders. It is also hoped that some waders will be caught during the night. The new 
Biological Station at the rieselfelder will be the base for the •eting. 

This is the first time that the WSG has held a meeting outside Britain. WSG now has a substantial membership 
throughout Europe, and hopefully M'6nster will be within range of most European countries, allowing a wide 
geographical spread of participants. 

Accomodation on Saturday night will be the Biological Station (sleeping bags should be brought) and with members of 
the OAG living locally. Food will be arranged at the Biological Station at cost. Thus the main costs for most 
members attending the meeting will be transport. We are most grateful to the OAG for offering to host the meeting. 

During the week following the meeting there will be the opportunity to visit the Wattenmeer in Schleswig Holstein, 
and to assist in the wader ringing activities of Peter Prokosch and colleagues from Kiel. If you are interested, 
please indicate on the application slip. 

Please complete the application slip if you plan to attend the meeting and send it to the Biological Station (if 
outside Britain) or to William Dick (if in Britain). William Dick is co-ordinating transport arrangements from 
Britain by bus or minibus, departing on Friday evening and returning early on Monday morning on the night ferry 
Harwich-Hook of Holland. Transport will probably be from London and from Durham, or elsewhere if there is demand. 
About 30 members expressed interest at the January WSG meeting. Transport cost will be in the region of œ30 per 
person London-Munster-London. Similar joint transport arrangements may be possible within Europe. Your application 
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slips will not be acknowledged until June/July when details of the provisional progran•ne of speakers and detailed 
arrangements will be forwarded to you. If you would like to present a talk at the meeting, please indicate so. 
Talks will probably be 20 minutes plus questions. 

An application form is enclosed. 

Note added in press: At present we are hoping for talks on migration in Poland, on the WSG projects on Inland 
Wa]er Counts and I•ovements of Wader Populations in Western Europe, and on the recent expeditions to Guinea Bissau 
in January 1981 and Morocco in February and March 1981. Offers for other talks are welcome (see above). 

NOTICES 
Australasian Wader Studies 

We were very pleased to hear recently that tke Royal Australian Ornitkologists Union (21 Gladstone St., Moonee Ponds, 
Victoria 3039, Australia) has agreed to start an Australasian Uader Study Group. John Martindale has been 
appointed as national organiser. 

The main functions of the group are perceived as follows: 

1. To coordinate counting programmes and encourage their expansion and the participation by amateurs. This might 
involve aerial surveys. 

2. To encourage further banding work on waders to gain information on, for example, weight and fat utilization, 
moult, age and movement. The latter would concern both migration to and from breeding areas as well as dispersal of 
over-wintering birds within Australia. An important aspect here is the standardization of data collection, and the 
definition of age groups. 

3. To assist in and coordinate the publication of results in cooperation with the workers involved throughout 
Austrlia. This might involve statistical assistance, the use of computers and help with the "protocol" of publication. 

4. To maintain effective cor•nunication between state bodies and to liase with similar groups overseas, in particular, 
with the-International Waterfowl Research Bureau. 

5. To assist in the formulation of management policies and make submissions to the appropriate government and private 
organisations. 

We wish the new Australasian group every success and look forward to cooperation in the future as well as news of 
its progress in WSG Bulletin. 

Dye-Marked Redshanks 

Redshanks Tringa totanus are being dye-marked this sur•ner in Iceland by members of a Tay Ringing Group/Dundee Museum 
expedition. Please send details of sightings (giving colour of dye, position of feathers which have been dyed, along 
with date and place) to Dr M. Pienkowski, Dept. of Zoology, University of Durham, South Road, Durham, GB. 

Yellow-Dyed Curlew 

On 14 February 1981 48 Curlews Num•nius arquata, out of a total flock of 800-900, were caught and ringed at the inland 
roost in Mid-Cheshire. Two of the birds caught were retraps; one from each of the two previous catches at the site in 
December 1978 and September 1979. A yellow-dyed bird seen at Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset on 6 dates from 31 October 
1979 up to 31 January 1980; presumably this was its regular wintering area. 

An account of the catch in December 1978 and the preliminary results of the study of this inland flock were published 
in the August 1979 issue of the Wader Study Group Bulletin (No.26) and it is planned to publish an up-to-date account 
in the August 1981 issue. 

All the birds caught on 14 February 1981 were colour-dyed yellow on the rump, belly and under-tail coverts. It is 
likely that many of the birds present on that date originated from Scandinavia or other parts of the Continent. The 
yellow dye will remain visible until early September and I shall be very grateful if members visiting areas 
frequented by Curlew, either during the breeding season or on migration, anywhere in this country, Scandinavia or 
elsewhere on the Continent will look out for yellow-d•ed birds. Please send full details to D.Elphick, 28 Coniston 
Drive, Holmes Chapel, Crewe, Cheshire, CW4 7LA, GB. 

(There are numerous dye-marking and colour-ringing schemes operating at present which, although aimed mainly at 
studies in the non-breeding season, would welcome sightings on the breeding grounds. See, for example,elsewhere in 
this issue for articles on the WSG Project on Movement of Wader Population in Western Europe, Identification of 
colour-ringed Oystercatchers, and the Register of current colour-marking schemes. Any sightings should be sent to 
the marker, if known, or to M.W.Pienkowski, Dept. of Zoology, University of Durham, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE, GB, 
who will pass on the sighting to the relevant scheme where this can be identified. Reporters should be notified of 
the origins of birds seen. Eds.) 


