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The relatively high densitics of Godwit and Oystercatchér cnabled us to keep an
eye on three to four traps at a time. If a trap clapps the bird nostly ccntinucs
to incubate. We thercfore waited till all traps and dropped. Oystercatchers
are casy to catch. Catching tinmes of five minutes or less frequently occurred.
For 79 birds thc nean catching tine was 24 minutes. In nany cases the second
bird of a pair was caught shortly after the first. I 30 cases this was on the
nean 41 minutes after resetting the trap for the second tine. onetimes the
first bird was caught again. In these cases it proved better to try again on
another. day, at another timc. In our expcrience the two birds of a pair of
Oystercatchers kecep to a fairly constant time pattern in incubation day after
day (this probably applies to other species tco). If the bird had not returned
to the nest after an hour we rcmoved the trap., Tho pernissable length of this
period depends on the weather. We had the inpression (no fipgures) that it was
nore difficult to catch Oystercatchers in the samc area during the sccond year
than during the first. ' ‘

About 2-4% of the Oystercatcher-pnirs from which onc or two birds werc cought
abandoned the nest. In three cascs cne of the cgps was broken. Therefore, it
is advisable to use dumny eggs when possible.

© Godwits can be caught easily too. The shortest catching time was two minutes,
but there were great differcnces betwcen individuals. Relatively more birds
than with the Oystercatcher did not return to the trap at all. Two birds of a
pair can be caupht with a delay of two days cr more. A4 few individuals caught
in 1975 were also caught in 1976.

Lopwings are difficult to catch. The ninirun catching tinme was 10 minutes,
Many birds did not return to the trap at all,

The sole Redslank that was causht abandened the nest altacurh it had already hoeon
~dncubating for a long timo. Also one Reove was caurht, brooding  snall pulli,
she returned to the trap within o minute,
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A METHOD OF MAKTNG WADER DECOYS
by I.P. Bainbridgo

Over the past few years the usc of stuffed or preserved decoy waders for wader
catching, particularly cannon netting, hng become commonplace with certain groups.
I have received several cnguiries on the methods of naking wader decoys.

The sinmplest method is to use concentrated formalin solution to prescrve the

birds intact. This then is another usc for tho odd wader casualty or birds

found freshly dead.

Before the method though, a warning about the 40% formalin solution used;

it is a strong irritant and will sting in cuts and causc scvere distress if it
gets into an eye. It will also harden fingertips. It is thus necessary to have
a supply of fresh running woter at hand, in case of any accidents. I also wear
safety goggles. Formalin also has a noxious vapour and will chcke, so take carcl
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Requircnents

Cotton wool, stout ncedle, button thread, sharp pointed scissors, strong forceps,
galvanised wire (1-2 mn gauge), hypodermic syringe, hypodermic needle, 40%
formalin solution, glass eycs or map pins, enamel paint, hardboard, awl, drawing
pins, long pins, wire cutters, toothbrush or sinilar, safety goggles.

And of coursc a fresh or deep frozen bird!

1. Fresh birds from any source can be used, provided they arce undanaged,
If they are stored frozen, wrap them in soft tissuc so the plumage is undisturbed,
and frozen flat. If frozen birds nust be thawed before treatment.,

2. Birds up to the size of Redshank and Knot can be treated whole. With bigger
birds the gut should first bc removed (if this is not done the bird will be rather
heavy and somewhat unstable), With this the bird can also bc scexed before
injection. (Measurcments of such birds arec very uscful and can be submitted on
standard WSG forms,) Part the feathers of thc stomach centrally, and slit the
body wall from the end of the sternum to the cloaca. Remove the guts, pad the
resulting cavity with cotton wool, sew up the body wall and replace the feathcrs
over the stitching.

3. 81lit thc pad of the foot, and remove the tendons of the legs by pulling the
intact tendons with a strong pair of forceps (Fig 1). Inscrt o suitable gauge

of galvanised wire up the tarsi, thc inside of the krec and thigh and verticoally
up through the body to the dwrsal skin (Fiz 2). This nay or may not hold the legs
firnly upright., 20 cn of wirc should be left projecting from the leg when it is
fully inserted.

4. If the bird is tc¢ bo in a sleeping position, no wirc is neccssary in the thront.
If it is to alert, insert galvanised wirc down the throat into the thorax. Strctch
the ncck tight - the wire should then all be in the throat, it's tip at the back

of the skull, at the foranon magnum. Push the head back onto the wire,

inserting the wire into the skull through the forarcn., This wirce ean later be bent
into a realistic position,

5. Using the hypodermic inject the bird with 4O0% formalin., For o small bird

inject 5 - 10 e’ into the abdomen, thorax, and through the {orancn nagnun into

the brain, If the latter causcs the oycbhall to swell Tirm but fentle pressurce

should revert this. For bigger birds increcase the amount of formalin proportionately.,
The thighs and wings nay also need injecting in bigger birds (inject 1-2 e’ into

the fleshy part of the limbs). The abdorcn must still be injected desplte the

reroval of the gut. A curlew nay need up to 30 cm’ of fornalin.

6. Put in glass eye (for smaller birds small nap pins will do - if necd be they
can be painted later with 'Humbrol! kit enamell). Using forceps, bring the
cyelids over the cycs to hold them in place. It is best to insert the cyes at
an angle awny from the bill, ,

7. Tcke a piece of hardboard 1% tincs as long and twice as wide as the bird.
Make two holes in the contro, as wide apart as the birds lerss need to bo.

Push a large drawing pin into cach corncr. Inscrt the decoys les wires throupgh
the holes in the hardboard. Hold onc leg and bend the projecting wire flat,
and forwards under the board, and bend it flat over the front of the board.
Bend the other leg wire backwards under the board sinilarly (Fig 3). Put the
board flat on a tablo and the decoy should stand fairly upright.

8. Double loop a length of Tutton thread around -no los above the knco (i 4).
(The leg will not slip alon; this knot, as it can with a single loop.) Tie the
loose ends to the two nearest drawing pins, so the leg is held upricht (sce Iy 5).
A clove hitch around the drawing pin is best - by pulling on the loose cnd of the
knot any slack can be taken up in the cotton. Tie the other leg sinilarly and

the decoy should stand upright.
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9. Using long pins, pin the wings to thc body ot the carpal and netacarpal joints.

10. The head: a) if asleep: using a ncedle, insert a thread through the nares, and
tie it over the bill, Put a pin through the soft part of the lower mandiblc,

under the tongue, and pin this into the back. Tic the narces threads to the

back drawing pins and adjust the tension so the head lics corrcctly.

b) if alert: adjust the wirc in thc neck to a lifclike position, If need b,
support the head with a wire under the chin and threads through the naroes.

1l. Make sure all the feathors arc in placo., L small stiff brush (toothhursh)
will help. .

12. The decoy should riot bo sct in its finished position, Put it in a warn,
dry, fly-free place for two to threc wceks. - The threads can then be cut off

and if need be the oYus, b111 and legs painted. Leave .c all the pins in place.
Take the decoy off the" larre piece of hardboard, and put in-onto a smaller picce,
roughly the width cf the bird square., If the bird is left on this, the legs

arc strengthoncd.x In the field the hardboard can be covered with sand cr soil;
this dis “8ften casier, both for ringer and decoy, than sticking galvanised wire
into hard ground. Decoys like this should last for ycars if looked after,

though canon netting tends tc be rather hard on them., However they still seen
to last Iongor than conventionally stuffcd decoys. o

On the Wﬂsh, deccys arc used mostly for ficld cannon net catches, plnced in a
group in front of the nets. They should be put: facing the wind, and gcnarally

) tho incoming birds will land slightly upw1nd of the deecoys. They can be vory
'effcctlve, it is most rewarding to watch your decoys disappear in a flock of

several-thousand wedersy Generally, the slightly bigger birds make better

" decoys - Dunlin may be just to small to attract the attention of a circling

wader flock., Knot and Oystercatcher tend to be excellent Tor mixed wader fl)cks,
and Curlew work quite well on their own species. - Turnstone have recently been

used on beach catches, and scem quite effective at luring passing flocks of

birds onto thc ﬂppropriate bit of beach,

One last word though; uhere is no substitute for putting the cannon ncts in
the right field at the outset. Dccoys will bring the birds to the ripht Spot
1n the field, but gct the ficld right first!

}I.{Balnbfldge, Dept of Blology, Liverpool Polytechntc,
Byron Street, leerpool L3 3AF. R :



