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REQUEST FOR WHOLE BODIES OF FRESHLY DEAD WADERS

Many WSG members know of the difficultics in interpreting the.ueight data .
gathered during ringing.activities, and may havc seen a rocent paper whlch
provided information. on changes. in body composition, thercby helplng in such
-interpretations (P.R. Evans and P.C, Smith, 1975. Studies of shorebirds at
Lindisfarne, Northumberland. 2., Fat and pectoral muscle as indicators of body
‘composition in the Bar-tailed Godwit. Wildfowl 26: 64-76). It would be
waluable if such studies could be extended, .particularly to other species, and
gmaximum use should be made of any casualties of catching opecrations.

Pcter Evans requests that whole .bodies of any casualties or birds found
recently dead be wrapped in a polythene bag and scent to:

Dr P.R. Evans, Dept. of Zoology, University of Durham, South Road, Durham DH1 3IE.

Mark the packagc: "Pathological specimen(s) - URGENT", Plcasc include a note
of details of how obtained and of weight ot the time of capture/dcath. Postage
can be refunded if desired; please indicate on the note.

,RINGIHG TOTALS
'Once agaln a dlsapp01nuing responsc, the four totals sent in wcrc

»S W, Lancs R.G. (606), 1nclud1ng 161 Sanderling, 160 pull, Lapw1ne, 144, Dunlin
and 65 Oystcrcatcher,

K. O'Brien (Cork) (454), including 244 Curlew, 113 Dunlin, 34 Oystcrcatcher and
28 Redshanks.

B, Etheridge (Banff) (242), including 78 Common Sandpipers, 72 pull. Lapwing,
‘24 pull. Oystercatcher, 16 pull. Ringer Plover and 10 pull. Woodcock.

S. Sporne (Hants) (205), including 94 Dunlin, 50 Ringed Plover, 20 Redshank,
10 Bar-tailed Godwit and 2 Kentish Plovers,

ACTIVITIES OF WADER STUDY GROUPS

As outlined in the editorial, we are hoping to inereasc the degrec of information
exchange and cooperative studies and aid planning of programmes by a serics of
articles on various local wader study groups. Pcter Challinor has kindly
written the first of thesc which appears below. We hope to reccive many more
from both Britain and oversceas. The content of each will obviously depend to
somc extent on the activities of the relevant groups but somnc possible subjects
to consider covering include: areas of work: activitics of the group: methods
used, cspccially when thesc may have morc general applicatinn: species or aspects
of special interest: any conservation inportance; scasonal activities:
suggestions or requests for cooperative studies with other groups: note of any
reports published: outline of results cte. The Editors would be pleascd to
rececive articles or discuss possibilities.

SCAN Ringing Group

by Peter Challinor

The SCAN ringing group has been in existance for almost three and a half years
and was formed primarily to catch birds by cannon netting. The name SCAR always
produccs the question of what such a name stands for. Sounding more like a
slick name for a trendy TV documentary, it is, in fact, simply the initials,

or nearly so, of the places in which the group operates; this is to say,

Salop, Conway. Bay and part of Anglcsey.

o/
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Our prime interest to date has been with the waders of the Conway Estuary and
the Lavan Sands, where wc have been catching waders at high tide rcosts on the
shore and on adjoining fieclds. We have also done some catching on wet, marshy
areas on angd near the Newborough Warren Reserve in Anglescy, and we have tried
inland for Lapwings and Golden Plovers in Salop. The latter area is very much
third on the list at the moment and, in practice, the only scrious ringing

we have done in Salop has been of Canada Geese in June at o time when the Welsh
coast is very quiet wader-wise.

The techniques we employ are very similar to the ones used on the Wash, which

is not surprising as nearly all our members have W.W.R.G. training!

We alsc encounter in our area problems Sllﬁhtly different from those on the Wash.
Not the lcast of these is the much greater interference and disturbance at our
sites, by members of the public, especially during the spring and autumn

months. On the other hand, we do work amongst somc of the nost beautiful
scenery in Wales.

Since the inception of the pgroup, we have concentrated on threc spccics -
Dunlin, Redshank and Ringed Plover and rccently have added Curlew, perhaps
rather hopefully, to our list., We have managed to take samples of Dunlin

for most months from September to May, including onc or two quite larges ones
of 700~800 birds. All the wecight data from these catchcs have been pooled with
the data being studied by the W.W.R.G. and we regord our work on Dunlin as very
rnuch helping to fill the gaps in our knowlecdge of Dunlin movement and passage
within the U.K. We were particularly kcen to test our ability to scparate

the various races of Dunlin in May, on plumage colouration but we have
discovered that the passage through the Lavan Sands is of very short duration,
only involving relatively small numbers of birds and that the dates and tines
of arrival arc very variable indeed - a very diffcrent situation from what secns
to be the case at other wost coast SltOo, such as the Dec Estuary.

So far we do not have enough data on Redshank over a widc cnough spread of dates
to be able to producc much in the way of results. Fron scveral reasonable
autunmn catches - one of almost 600 - it does scem that we have quite a high
proportion of long-winged birds, probably Icelandic in origin (as one would
expect) and we have had onc of these birds recovered from the west coast of
Scotland in early spring - p0831b1y a returning 'forcigner!, We do have

a very rapid bulld—up of Redshank in July but we have yct to make a significant
catch of birds in the summer or carly autumn.

Ringed Plover is the third species we particularly go for but most of our
catches are made at onc site., We have rinpged around 200 birds, not a very larpgce
nunber, but we have had somc very pleasing rccoveries and controls. Ono of
these was en East German bird, ringed as a pullus, whilc another was a bird
ringed by us and controlled on the nest in West Germany. Several of our birds
have been recovercd in Scandinavia and one in Ircland. It appears that oll ocur
data on the British and continental Ringed Plovers tics in nicely with the
overall composite picture being built up the WSG. Again, we still need nore
birds from early autunn and spring and the gathering of information is slow
with small catches of twenty to fifty birds the rule.

Our interest in Curlew was awakened when we made a catch of moulting birds in
Scptember two years ago. On the high spring tides, large nunber of these birds
roost in grass ficlds adjacent to the shorc but it scemed an inpossibility to
camouflage the nets satisfactorily. On this occasion, however, o field had been
partially cut for silage and we werc able to concecal net and cannons in' the
uncut grass, With the aid of a decoy, we collected all the birds in front of
the nets., I suspect that the numbcr of Curlew onc can catech under o net may be
relatively small as their size and strength cenable thew 1o keep o net
'airborne! for much longer than is usual, We had over 2,000 birds in front

of our nets and actunlly firod over somc 1,000 but only coaurht 300; T can

only explain tho difforence betwcon polentinl and nclual cateh in this woy.

It would be intercsting to know what other ringcrs feel nboul. Uhlp.  In tho
winter Curlecw's break up into larger mumbers of sualler units and only
occasionally docs a chantc  of » ecateh present iteelf, ved/
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This winter, we hope to fill in some morc the many gaps that cxist in the data
accurulated so far and, on the equipment side, to cxperiuent with a new idea
for attaching projectiles to traces,. which, if successful, should virtually
eliminate the problems of wear on ropes and, hencc, the possible danger of a
projectile breaking frec., Incidentally, we have re-designed our firing box
as we felt therc were too many short-conings and even dongers present in the
'standard' type and we arc now able to fire four nets simultaneously off one
box which is energised by a D.C. sourcec.

Unfortunately, time ,and space does not permit the sctting out herc of any
recoveries or controls nor.cven of ringing totals, but the group has published
two reports so' for and the third is in the pipe-line. These contain all details
of recoveries and so forth and arc available at a cost of 25p cach (we

have to charge this to help cover the cost of printing).

The Nature Conservancy has bccn carrylnf out a five ycar survey of the ecology
of Lavan Sands and, earlicr this year, produced their rcport. Unfortunately
our effort came very late on in the study and so we were not able to play a
full part in the work but we do feecl that all our results make up a valuable
pool of information on an aroa which, at present, is under great pressure,
both from cormerce and industry, as well as tho tourist trade.. Conscquently
we will, in future, work closely with tho Nature Conservancy Council.

Fiﬁally, any reader who finds himself or herself in a position to join us in
~the field will be .most welcome.,

P. W. Challinor, Las'Alondras, Trussell Close, Acton Trussell, Nr Stafford.

MEASUREMENTS OF WADERS LESS FREQUENTLY RINGED IN BRITAIN (1): Little Ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius. '

by C. M. Reynolds -

~Unlike most specles of waders ringed in Britain, Little Ringed Plovers arc
‘nmainly caught as pulli, with smaller numbers trapped as fledged juveniles

or adults at or near the breeding grounds. Adults arrive in April and leave
apparently soon after brecding in late July and August (and probably beforc
moulting) as is shown by forclgn recoverics in early Aupust. Pulli arc ringed
betwecn late May and carly August, and thc pattern of woights (sce below)
suggests that there nay be some sccond broods as well as repeat clutches.

The juveniles appear to migrate later although most have Lleft by the cnd of
August, with stragglers as late as October., Many juveniles are trapped before
their primaries are fully grouwn; o condition not always noted by ringers,

In this analysis the measurcments from 27 adults and 76 juvcniles have becn
used.  Of these 5 (4 adults and 1 juvenile) were mcasured twice. The data

were obtained from the WSG files, my own records and as the results of personal
requests. In recent ycars the sample represents about a quarter of the fledged
birds handled. The7 are nainly from Herts (Rye Meads Sewape Farm 1962-6),
Oxfordshire and Lincs (Wisbech Scwage Farm), with smaller numbers from 8

other counties as shown in Table 1. There werc also single migrants from
Scilly (April) and Fair Isle (juvenile in September).

1. Weights } - o

(a) Adults. There are 30 weights of adults from probablc brecding grounds
botween 24th April and 22nd August, mainly in July. Thcse weights show little
variation being usually betwoon 35 and 41 gms. (scc Fig 1) with mean 37.5 and
st, deviation 3.3. Two in nid-summcr werc as light as 31 gms. which was about
the weight of the Scilly bird (31% gms.). Thero were two very much heavier
birds of 46% on 26th April and 46gms. on 18th August. These werc prosumably

o female about to lay, and o migrant about to leave. Woights of 34-33% (ms.
for males and 35-45 gms. for fbmalus were recorded for nesting adults in
Germany (Bub. 1958), and of 314-41% in Spain in August. Spring migrants in



