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Only when the ringer is about 10 1 from the trap does the bird paric and start
to flap about, sc the last feu netres should be covercd quickly and the bird
subducd. ‘

20-25 ninutes wae the usual trapping tioe though 4 winutes o record. If the
bird is not showing signs of cntry after 20~25 minutes (i.c. not concentrating
its activitics at the trap cntrance), the trap rust be removed, and 30 minutos
mst be rogarded as a maximun for the bird to be kept off ite cgps. Sorcetines
the drive to incubate will be low (c.g. before a cluteh is conplete or in hot
weather) and one must nccept failurc,!

In my cxpericnecc, there arce tremendoug varintions in the responscs of
individual birds to traps at the ncst; some kceping sceveral netres away, whilce
others walked in immediately, Some birds showed different extromncs of
behaviour on differcnt days. 1In sonc cascs it was clear that a bird would
center the trap only by walking diroctly townrds the nest which, thorcefore,
had to be in line with the centrance. As Harry Green and Poter Ferns pointod
out earlicr, this problen may be overconc by approaching the trap fron the
samnc site as the cntrance from as close a position as conecaluent will allow,
Probebly the answer is to recognisc the differcnces in individuals and bo
preparcd to try- several trap positions as well as diffcerent teapping methods
(sce carlier articles), after a long interval to allouw incubation to bo
re~¢stablished, '

FPinally, in reply to yct another query, it should be stressed that, whatcver
nothod is used, the nest and trap must. be kept under continunl observation
during the trapping atiempt.

Mike Pilonkowski

WADER NETS

The first Knox wader nots made from material half as thick (and strong) agoin
as nornal nist nets arrived at Beech Grove in May, Onc wae innediately
crected on the lawn and proved to be very well finished with an immensc anount
nf slack and good strong, inclastic sholf-strines. The wpain problem with
thesc 3-shclf ncts way be the height to which they will sct = with taut side
strings the netting is about ten feet high and the pockets have a really cood
amount of bag. Anyonc with short poles (or tall watcr) should bowarc.

Cemments from ringers have been faveurable. FTven thosc apprrently wedded to
les filets Francaig have probably been convinced on the prounds of quality,
price and availability tc buy British, ather few 12 m nets were sold but
rnost of the 18 m ncts from the first production run of nctting have now pgonc,
If you want to rcserve onc (or nore) write quickly. Knox have been asked to
nake nore material but, at the moment, they cannot give a definite delivery
date - thoy will be encouraged to produce it quickly.

Since the nets arc made from singlc shcelf lengths joined by the shelf-string
the nols may readily be lowercd into 2-shelf (or single shelf) format. When
the next lot of nectting is available we will certainly be offering un-nade-up
single shelf netting. Pleasc lot e know if you fecl strongly about what

you would want:

a) neatly packaged loosce lengths with exoactly the right nunber of neshes
te nake 2 shelf of cach length of nade up nel (12 and 10n)

b) aceurately cut lonptihs of any othor sinc
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c) continuous skcins that the NI.0. cuts to cpproxinate length.
I would personally opt for a) - casicr for the salcs staff herc at Becch

Grove and should ncke certain that the bits bought will tit into iade-up
nots if anmyone is cutting down (or up) or repairing.

Chris HMead

PHHT NETS

The Ringing and Migration Commdttee have decided thatl an initinl bateh of
20 sc¢ts of Phhting gear and the associated nets should be offered for sale
to sclected ringers who:

n) can pay for the apparatus - probably £40 or so per nct.
h) have oxpericence in using cannon-ncets or lorse clap-ncts.
c) will usc the cquipnont and rcport back on their oxperiences.

Then full r 'gulatlonu as to how this new technique will be repulated will be
discusscd and publlSth b‘y the Cormittcce.

An article appears in the July issue of the Ringer's Bullctin and T would
cxpect that nmany of the ringcrs who will be sclceted to have the phhts will
bu nenbers of the wader study proup. I nbroonally cxpoet thuL to be a preat
success and fully oxpect then to creatc alnost as vuch of 2 hoost to the
capture of sclected waders as cannon nULu vere a doecade dhﬁ. oy fre 3o
cnsy to use and only necd 1 rather small tem of oxpericnced people Lo handlo
and procegs the birds cnaught.

Chris Mcad

RECUBST FOR JACK SHIPE DATA

A study is being undcrtalen on Jack Snipc, Data on bionctries, uoult,
ringing rccoverics, wnigration and diurncl/nocturnal activity pattorns cte
arc all required, cspecially from Scandinaviz but also from other arcas
Any information will be wcelconed by Frank-Ulrich Schnidt, Wolfshof &,
3410 Northeir, West Gcrn.nj.

GREENLAND COLOUR DYLING

Hans Meltofte hes boen spending the swmer of 1976 in NE Greenland and he hos
becn colour dycing the following species - Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Knot,:
Duriin and Sanderling, If any of thesc birds arc scen will you plc”“c send
details ineluding - date, place, species, oﬂlour, which nxrto of . the body
colourcd, rings ctc. to cither Hans Meltofte, %lLL rade 23, 3tv., UF 2200,
Copenhapen I, Demnark or Tony Prater, BTO, Becen Grovu, Tflnh, Herts.

SOUTH ATFRICAN COLOUR DYEING

This scheone anncunced prLVJOUSly has resulted in ot least one Long digtanco
sipghting of a Curlcw Sandpi per in Ethiopia. We hope for nore sizhting s,
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WADER NUMBERS IN SOUTH AFRICA

During Dceenber 1975 and Janunry 1976 the Western Cape Wader Study Group
organiscd extensive counts of coastal wadcrs from 0lifants DRiver (Jl 30" 3,
187 10" E) to Kaysna Lagoon (24° oot S, 23° 301 & They hove produced o
detailed 162 page report on these counts.  The report bes throe nmnjor scetions,
the first swmmarises nunbers and distribution of waders in this part of south
Afrien, the second considers the conscrvation importance of the arcas and

he third part of 112 pages includes the detailed date on cagh locnlity.
Acong the birds observed thore were almost 55,000 Curlew Sandpipors, 15,000
Sanderling, 9,100 Turnstonc and 6,000 Littlc Stint and the principal arcas
verc Langebaan Lagoon with 36,800 and Berp cstuary with 19,000 vadcrs.

Copics of this rcport arc obtainablc fron M Waltner, 5 Montoru Wy, :
Pinelands, 7405, Capc Province, South Africa, price R2.00 (plunug chacel
current exchange rateg!)

REPORTS OI" WADER STUDIES TN MOROCCO 197172

Duc to continued demand, copics cf the "UanLTulby of Bust Anglia Lixpedition
to Morocco 1971 Report' arce no longer available for sale. A few copics have
been rctained and arc available on loan (from M W Picnkowski), provided that
the borrower pays postage in both directions., There arc, of coursc, no
objeections to the making of photocopics of thce Report.

It is regretted that it has been necessary to increasce the price of the

joint report .of UEL Expcdition to Tarfaya Province, Morocco 1972 and tho
Cambridge Sidi Moussa Expedition 1972: "Studics on coastal birds n~nd wetlands
in Norocco 1972" (sce WSG'Bill, 16) from £1.00 tof£2.00 per copy. This nou
includes postagu. The increase from the price advertiscd prior to
publication is duc to inflatced productica costs and continunlly rising postal
charges.  All orders rcceived at the carlicr price have becn met.  Copics

arc available frem M W Picnkowski (addrecs on page 1).

TUNISIAN RINGING SCHEME

We arc pleased to inforii you that the ornithological activitics in Tunisia
continuc to run under the auspices of the Tnstitutc of Scientific and
Technical Research.” Llsoy in. the intercst of action that is takine place,
potenticl visitors are cncouraged to contact the local ornitholopist at
the following address: Michel Alexandre Czajkowski
' 0 o/o M. Hadj Taieb ¢l Boouab,
4 Twe A1l Belahouone,
La Morsa, Tunisia.

RINGING OYSTERCATCHERS

Oystercatcher rings are large enough for the number to be rcad in the field.
We have learned that there is a study in progress in Norway on this opecics
and an attempt has been made to read all rings in the study area., Unfort-
unately-at least two rings have been put on upolda down making them very
difficult Lo read. "We hope that all ringers ringing birds of Redshank sizc

and above will try to put rings on the correct way up to aid anyonc reading
ring numbers in the future.



