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Aveiro. (14,250 in 1975) including Dunlin (5,500), Black- tcilcd Godwit (4, OOO),
Bar-tailed Godwit (1,300) and Avocet (700). Even so far north as herc there
were 120 Kentish Plovers and 30 Little Stints.

Sado (11,400 in 1975) including Dunlin 8,500) and Redshanlk (1,100),
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Jonuary 1975 counts showed that there were only three arces on the
Mcditerranean and southern Atlantic coasts which supportcd over o thousand
waders. In the Mediterrancan the Ebro Doltn (1,564) was the best with

Dunlin (600) and Black-tailcd Godwit (575) the nost frequent. Fven here therc
were 152 Little Stints, o fow Kentish and a single Little Rineod Plover.

On the S W Atlantic coast the narismas of the Guadnlguivir had 5,900 waders
nainly Black-tailed Godwit (),6)0) but also 180 Avocets, 32 Black winged Stilts
and 5 Marsh Sandpipers. The conplex of the Rio Tinto/0dicl/Umbris ncar
Huclva supportcd 2,900 waders, nostly Golden Plovers althoupgh over 2,000 Groy
Plovers have beoen recorded herc on autunn passage.

As a postscript to this nass of figurcs I would appeal to any bird watchers,
who vigit and count waders in the less frequently watched areas including
Spain, Portusal, Italy, SE Furopc or anywhere clsc to scnd tho IWRB/WRG
copies of counts., All data, at any tiunc of ycar, arc nccded but pleasc try
to count the whole of an arcn and clearly indicate if coverapge is inconpleto.
Count data arc collceted by Tony Prater, BTO, Becch Grove, Tring, Herts.

HETHODS OFF CATCHING AND STUDYING BREEDING WADERS - CONTINULD ACATH

The articles in Bulletins 16 & 17 by G.H. Green, P.il. Ferns and R.M. Bishop
have continued to gencrate imuch discussion. R.W. Swmcers hes kindly sent us

o copy of his article on "Trapping waders at the nest" (Sarrin. dews 4 (1):
13-19, 1975), concerning thc usc of the heart-shaped trap.  We reprint part of
this bclow.

"Find a woder ncst and place the trap over it such that the nest is in the
position as scon in Fig 1. This is critical. If the trap is placcd over the
nest so that the lattcr is ncar the the back or sides, the bird nay falsc-

T brood outside the trap. Also if the nest is in dircet linc
with the cntrance tne bhird will walk nut apain.,  The trap
nest, Y should thercefore be placed n ,hown, and with the entranco

“\ % facing the ringer's dlrpctlon of appronch.  The trap centrance
] \<2‘ ¢/ sheould be adjusted so that it is jU&E wide cnoupgh for the
’ #  Dbird to get throupgh. Pegs are pushoed throush the wire and
into the ground keeping the trap steady. Thoen retirc.

The "nornal" behaviour to the trap by the nest ouncr is as follows (ng scon
in Buropean Qystcrcatcher): once the ringer has departed from the seonc the
bird rcappears in about 5 minutes and lands sorie 50 11 froi: the trap. It
approaches the trap and then starts circling ot a radius of 25 n but petting
closer and closcr ~ll the time. This circling nay be intersperscd with
periods of standing, or short retreats from the trap. After about 15 ninutes
the bird circles within inches of the trap, somctimes pecking at the mesh.

It eventually concoentrates its activities ncar the contrnnce, as the nest is
closest to the trap wall at this point and about 20 fron uuttlAb; the bird
enters and settles on the cgos.

We mave the bird a monment or two on the cpps and then walked over to thoe trap.
The bird rises from the eggs, moves to the back of the trap and pushes with
the bill trying to offcet an oxlt
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Only when the ringer is about 10 1 from the trap does the bird paric and start
to flap about, sc the last feu netres should be covercd quickly and the bird
subducd. ‘

20-25 ninutes wae the usual trapping tioe though 4 winutes o record. If the
bird is not showing signs of cntry after 20~25 minutes (i.c. not concentrating
its activitics at the trap cntrance), the trap rust be removed, and 30 minutos
mst be rogarded as a maximun for the bird to be kept off ite cgps. Sorcetines
the drive to incubate will be low (c.g. before a cluteh is conplete or in hot
weather) and one must nccept failurc,!

In my cxpericnecc, there arce tremendoug varintions in the responscs of
individual birds to traps at the ncst; some kceping sceveral netres away, whilce
others walked in immediately, Some birds showed different extromncs of
behaviour on differcnt days. 1In sonc cascs it was clear that a bird would
center the trap only by walking diroctly townrds the nest which, thorcefore,
had to be in line with the centrance. As Harry Green and Poter Ferns pointod
out earlicr, this problen may be overconc by approaching the trap fron the
samnc site as the cntrance from as close a position as conecaluent will allow,
Probebly the answer is to recognisc the differcnces in individuals and bo
preparcd to try- several trap positions as well as diffcerent teapping methods
(sce carlier articles), after a long interval to allouw incubation to bo
re~¢stablished, '

FPinally, in reply to yct another query, it should be stressed that, whatcver
nothod is used, the nest and trap must. be kept under continunl observation
during the trapping atiempt.

Mike Pilonkowski

WADER NETS

The first Knox wader nots made from material half as thick (and strong) agoin
as nornal nist nets arrived at Beech Grove in May, Onc wae innediately
crected on the lawn and proved to be very well finished with an immensc anount
nf slack and good strong, inclastic sholf-strines. The wpain problem with
thesc 3-shclf ncts way be the height to which they will sct = with taut side
strings the netting is about ten feet high and the pockets have a really cood
amount of bag. Anyonc with short poles (or tall watcr) should bowarc.

Cemments from ringers have been faveurable. FTven thosc apprrently wedded to
les filets Francaig have probably been convinced on the prounds of quality,
price and availability tc buy British, ather few 12 m nets were sold but
rnost of the 18 m ncts from the first production run of nctting have now pgonc,
If you want to rcserve onc (or nore) write quickly. Knox have been asked to
nake nore material but, at the moment, they cannot give a definite delivery
date - thoy will be encouraged to produce it quickly.

Since the nets arc made from singlc shcelf lengths joined by the shelf-string
the nols may readily be lowercd into 2-shelf (or single shelf) format. When
the next lot of nectting is available we will certainly be offering un-nade-up
single shelf netting. Pleasc lot e know if you fecl strongly about what

you would want:

a) neatly packaged loosce lengths with exoactly the right nunber of neshes
te nake 2 shelf of cach length of nade up nel (12 and 10n)

b) aceurately cut lonptihs of any othor sinc
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