1o
-]

existant)., lMorc adult moult data is nlso ncoded ot ties where thore arc
significant gaps in the. present dete (c.g. June, sccond holf of July, first
half of Scptember). Variations in weipght and 1oult fron yoerr to year will
aloo be studiced.
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1UTE IRNATIOHAL WADER COUNTS

by Tony Prater

Ringing, in common with most other nipration data, hag o muober of Livitations,
Recoverics often provide only the broad picturc of udpration routcs boine
jopendent on the vagarics of the distribution of catching cffort (often Luck)
and the likelyhood of a bird being reportcd once found, Unfortunctoly
detailed biometric analyscs, which give a much more precisc understanding

of migretion routes and timing, are only fcasible on rclatively fow specivs

at the monent. We arc still o t a staﬁc where all informnation nceded in

order to picee together o picture. Herc counts arc of considerable value in
supplenenting ringing data, or wica versa, depending on prefercncel

The Intcrnational Watcerfowl Rescarch Burcau (IWRB), has a munber of rescarch
groups wvhich coordinate and collatc international counts of watcrfoul. Tho

Wndor Nescarch Group (WRG) is .concorned with wader counts throushout Burope,
Airica and Asin, The aims of counts arc threccfolds-—

i) to agscss the nunbers and distribution of wintoeiring widcres
throughout the region — bascd privnrily an Jontopry counts
but also including datn Lror obher nonths,

ii) to provide an objoeiive asscssionl of the dnporlone. of cach
site for waders.

iii) to collate rogular counte of cach speecics in as nany arcas
(frow single sites, to repional totals, to nationnl totnls)
ng pOSulblu acrogs its range, This helps to provide a
picturc of the way oach specics nigrates - its general
speed, dircetion and rclative ﬂbund&nCL. This tivs in very
closely with ringing studics,

It is hopcd that the WSG bulletin will carry o rogular featurc about recont
counts. lMost of the information rcceived prlor to 197/ has been sumiariscd
in the Proceedings of the 5th Internatiounal Conference on the Conscrvation of
Hetlands and Waterfowl, Heiligenhafeon 1974, which will bo publishced hy the
IWND during 1976. Data rcccived for Furopc between 1974 wnd 1976 arc

;

gwirarised below, and those for Africe and Asin will be included in the next
bulletin,

~)  WADDEN SEA
Conplete counts Cron Bsbjory (Demark) to Den Holder (Methorland 1) hoave boeon
nadc on tuo oceasions = 12-14 Jarnuary 1975 nnd 19=20 April 1975,  Thoas

revealed totals of 716,154 and 847,182 undors ruspectively.

'
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The details of these two counte, with the UX fi-vrcs for conparison, arc
présented in Table 1 below,

TABLE 1, WADDENSEA AMD UK TCTALS OF MOST WADER STECIES COUNTED IN JANUARY
AID APRIL 1975,

Joan 1975 Lpril 1975

Maddensen K Moddensea Uy
Oystercatcher RV 5 4,00 84, 000 20,300 S, "100
Linged Plover 50 7,400 L, 150 5, GO0
Grey Plover 4,000 13,300 6,500 4, 200
Turnstonc 1,700 19, 000 3,400 10, 2.00
Curlecw 8, , 300 60, 000 455400 21,100
Black-tailed Godwit -+ =@ = 4, 800 ' 1,100 700
Bar~tailed Godwit — 21,500 38,500 104,900 5,800
Redshank 15,600 75,000 14,000 27,600
Spetted Redshank 3 72 1,640 92
Greenshank 9 16 390 130
not 35,500 180,200 49,300 121,700
Dunlin 220,100 556,100 458,000 162,500
Sanderling 1,950 6,400 1,800 5,700
Ruft . 150 , 170 350 60
Avocet 2,500 28 6,340 gt
'TOTAL Including 716,200 1,306,000 847,000 450,000

other spp.

In addition to thesc,counts havo ‘been nade on 19th October 1974 in The
Netherlands and on 19th May 1974, 1oth Aupust 1974, 15 Sopteiiber 1974 and
2/th August 1975 in Denmark (thesc were made by the D.OJF. Vadeluglegruppen).

b)  DRITAIN

The nonthly counts of the BTO/RSPB/WT 'Birds of BstuaricsBnquiry! were nade

up to lay 1975. During the July 1974i-riy 1975 period the principel pealk counts
vere Dunlin 622,000  (Deeenber), Oystereatcher 224,500 (Scptember),  Knot
216,500 (Decenber), Redshank 104,300 (Sentenber), Curlew £3,200 (Scptenber),
Bar-tailed Godwit 40,200 (Dcecnber), Sanderling 27,100 (May), Ringed Dlover
26,250 (Septeunber), Grey Plover 15,250 (Septenber) and Turnstonc 11,700
(September).  From October to February over 1,000,000 woders were counced,
peaking at 1,383,000 in Dceember and 1,346,000 in Jonuory,

¢c)  BELGIUM

In Janury 1975 the whole of the coast line was countod nnd thoe principal speciles
were Turnstonc (870), Purnle Sandpiper (474) and Sanderling (700).

d)  PORTUGAL

Jonuary counts werce nade in 1975 and 1976 on the nejor cotnnrics of Portupal.
The four principal arcas werci-—

Tcio (39,600 in 1975; 57,500 in 1976) - where averase counts were bunlin
25,000), Black-tailed Godwit (9,300), Avocct (8,700), Grey Plover (2,000),
Redshan’e (1,600), Of the less common specics 100 Kentish Plovers werce significont,

Algarve (12,800 in 1975: 20,300 in 1976) includin: Munlin (9,300), Blacl-

tailed Godwit nnd Redshenk (1,200), Dor-toiled Godwit (800+). Southern wintering:
specics were relatively plentiful with over 600 Kontish Plovers, 500 Little
Stints, 130 Spotted Redshonks and 110 Black-wingod Stilts.
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Aveiro. (14,250 in 1975) including Dunlin (5,500), Black- tcilcd Godwit (4, OOO),
Bar-tailed Godwit (1,300) and Avocet (700). Even so far north as herc there
were 120 Kentish Plovers and 30 Little Stints.

Sado (11,400 in 1975) including Dunlin 8,500) and Redshanlk (1,100),

¢) .S8PAIN. .« wo .-

Jonuary 1975 counts showed that there were only three arces on the
Mcditerranean and southern Atlantic coasts which supportcd over o thousand
waders. In the Mediterrancan the Ebro Doltn (1,564) was the best with

Dunlin (600) and Black-tailcd Godwit (575) the nost frequent. Fven here therc
were 152 Little Stints, o fow Kentish and a single Little Rineod Plover.

On the S W Atlantic coast the narismas of the Guadnlguivir had 5,900 waders
nainly Black-tailed Godwit (),6)0) but also 180 Avocets, 32 Black winged Stilts
and 5 Marsh Sandpipers. The conplex of the Rio Tinto/0dicl/Umbris ncar
Huclva supportcd 2,900 waders, nostly Golden Plovers althoupgh over 2,000 Groy
Plovers have beoen recorded herc on autunn passage.

As a postscript to this nass of figurcs I would appeal to any bird watchers,
who vigit and count waders in the less frequently watched areas including
Spain, Portusal, Italy, SE Furopc or anywhere clsc to scnd tho IWRB/WRG
copies of counts., All data, at any tiunc of ycar, arc nccded but pleasc try
to count the whole of an arcn and clearly indicate if coverapge is inconpleto.
Count data arc collceted by Tony Prater, BTO, Becch Grove, Tring, Herts.

HETHODS OFF CATCHING AND STUDYING BREEDING WADERS - CONTINULD ACATH

The articles in Bulletins 16 & 17 by G.H. Green, P.il. Ferns and R.M. Bishop
have continued to gencrate imuch discussion. R.W. Swmcers hes kindly sent us

o copy of his article on "Trapping waders at the nest" (Sarrin. dews 4 (1):
13-19, 1975), concerning thc usc of the heart-shaped trap.  We reprint part of
this bclow.

"Find a woder ncst and place the trap over it such that the nest is in the
position as scon in Fig 1. This is critical. If the trap is placcd over the
nest so that the lattcr is ncar the the back or sides, the bird nay falsc-

T brood outside the trap. Also if the nest is in dircet linc
with the cntrance tne bhird will walk nut apain.,  The trap
nest, Y should thercefore be placed n ,hown, and with the entranco

“\ % facing the ringer's dlrpctlon of appronch.  The trap centrance
] \<2‘ ¢/ sheould be adjusted so that it is jU&E wide cnoupgh for the
’ #  Dbird to get throupgh. Pegs are pushoed throush the wire and
into the ground keeping the trap steady. Thoen retirc.

The "nornal" behaviour to the trap by the nest ouncr is as follows (ng scon
in Buropean Qystcrcatcher): once the ringer has departed from the seonc the
bird rcappears in about 5 minutes and lands sorie 50 11 froi: the trap. It
approaches the trap and then starts circling ot a radius of 25 n but petting
closer and closcr ~ll the time. This circling nay be intersperscd with
periods of standing, or short retreats from the trap. After about 15 ninutes
the bird circles within inches of the trap, somctimes pecking at the mesh.

It eventually concoentrates its activities ncar the contrnnce, as the nest is
closest to the trap wall at this point and about 20 fron uuttlAb; the bird
enters and settles on the cgos.

We mave the bird a monment or two on the cpps and then walked over to thoe trap.
The bird rises from the eggs, moves to the back of the trap and pushes with
the bill trying to offcet an oxlt



