feed, although sorc nay return, ot irrcgular intcrvals, during the day.
As before, nets arc set the previous day and decoy ¢ ore sorctimes uscd,
Howcver, on moonlipht nights sonc birds nay arrive holore doun and corc
should be taken not to digturb thoec when pottins luto the filring position.

QTHER POINTS

Mots should be sct at o comparatively low angle (10-15%) hecausc Tapwings
arc cxtronely quick ot taking off ond cscaping before the net cores Lo the
ground, Their large uing arcae noy cnable ther to do this.  Thins can aiso
lead to then falling awkwardly in the nct, houcver, and the oceasional
uncrpeeted wing injury hes occurrcd (ploase note the cireuistances of any
such occurrcnces and roport back co Bob UruncrI/Tony Praoter).

Lapwings (and Golden Plover) scer comparstively unw"r” of neis, bat
canouflaging whore prvcticnb]ﬁ i desirable. o "jipplor™, Lo renove birds
stancing too cloge to the net, 1s very nccesstry. "Twluwan“” WOl
uurprl‘slngly well™6n ficlds - cspeeinlly with o vehicle; but also with
soricone walking or, crawling. TFetching birds from further aiicld can

metines be very frustrating = they can 1y high and far in the wrong
dircction!

After cateding, birds arc best covered-with -light weight material in the sane
way as shore waders, before —utractionfron the cannon ncts and put in
keeping cages.

GLOSSAR

"jirpler! - string with rags just in front of the sct not, Castoncd by clastic
to pep at far cnd of net and noved by pulling froa Ciring posilion
or other hide in line with nct,

"twinkling" - = gently woving floek by npproaching slowly, ldenlly, lashors
(twlnklus) of wLIMS arg “gmn aus the near Dirds Cly Lo For ooide
; of lock.
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C D.T. Minton, 65 St John's Hill, Shenstone, Litehficld, Staff's.

LAPWING WEIGHTS AIND MOULT

By L R Goodycr

INTRODUCTIOHN

i prolininary analysis has been made of Lapwing (Vancllus voncllus) weight
and noult data, mainly collcceted between Docembor 1974 and Fobruary 19706
in the West Midlands. Althouph the study is still condinuing bhe "ntuan
resulits are prosented here and comparisons arc nade with sivilar dats on
Lapwing prescented carlier (Kennedy 1973), and on constal waders (oo Wash
VUader Ringing Group Report 1973/4,).

WEIGHT

3

]rSU winter) caught in the period late Junc to niid February (no samplos
hﬂvo yct-been obtained in.liarch, April or iliay). . ican adult. wcignt renain
rclatively constant at 220~230 m (aver: 227 cm) in the period Junc to

Septeuber when the annual moult is tnblng pl%px. Aduiu welghts then risc
to o Decerber peak of 284 s - an inercosce of 30% - heforc falling quite

e/

Fig 1 shows the ncan monthly weights of 749 Lapwings (052 adult and 91 ]HVLnllp/
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repidly in January and February., Juvenile wel:hts anncnr to follow o brondly
similar pattern - though sample sizes at present arc smnll - exeopt that in

the sumncr (espeeially Aupust) their weights arc rather lower. This prttern
supports that prescnted by Konnedy (1972) for Lapwing Crom Awrust to Deccnbor,
but cxtends the coverage to includce data (rom Juno Lo Foirory,

This pattorn of weight change during the yonr is vory sinilor to thot of cono
of tht coastal vaders (sce WWRG rcport 1973/4) and swipcnts (anonpol othor
things) thats-

a) beeause there ig no significant fat accwmlation in July-
Septenber (the period of Moutwan nigrotion' for nany waders)
the birds prescnt arce probably nct, ot that tine, undertalking
long distance wigratory uovencent, This is also probably
indicated by the fact that virtually 1l the adult birds
arc in win- aoult (scc later).

b) the Deecernber peals is rceloted to an ncewulation of fat which
may be nccessary te tide birds over cny short periods of
food unavailability later in the winter and to facilitate
cold weather movenents should thesc be forced on the birds
hysevere or prolongced cold weather., The diffcerence betucen
the autwin weight (probably relatively fat frec) and the
carly winter peal (+ 30%) is greater than that of som
coastal waders but is sinilar to that of Grey Plover
(Pluvialis squatarola)and Ringed Plover (Chorodrius hioticuln)
Possibly thc plovers, with thoir shorter bunks, nre rorc
affceted by cold weather and therefore nced a sroater fat
TCSETV,

c) juveniles moy have a difficult tine finding food in surmer
during their first fow nonthe of indcpendencc.

MOULT

The prinary noult was rccorded on adult Lopwings cought betucen 22nd Junc and
27th October [rmainly in 1975) and noult scorcs arc plotted npcinst dabe in
Fig 2. The short outernost prinary wes ipnored, as in othor wader studics,
Birds which had not yet started moult and birds which had completoed moult
were, however, noted and thus it was possible to deternine the node as well ag
the mean noult score on any date. Sinee the distribution of sarples was far
from randon over the noulting period it vas not possible to use the norc
conventional method (ncan date for cach noult scorc) to catinate bthe avorapc
duration of the moult. Ingtead the node of the voult scorc on coch dabe wnp
usced to determine the average gtate of noult and o linc drawn throuash these
points gave the typical noult progrcssior.

It would appecar that moult typically starts in the third weck of Junc and is
conpleted at the eond of Septenber - averaging about 105 days. The comparative
lack of spread of noult scorcs on cach date sugpgests a relatively howogencous
noulting population. Thus, on 6th July 1975, only two and a half wecks after
the average 'start date! (estinated by cxtrapolation), there were no birds

(in a sample of 120) which had not yet started their noult. The noult duration
is slightly longer than that of sonc coastal waders of sinilar size {c.p.

Grey Plover, 90 days, Branson and Minton, in press).  Presumnbly Lhe coalicer
start to the noult i Lapuing is facilated by bhe cnrlicor brocding season o
thus there is morc tine for the woult to be carricd out bolore Lhe neod arvises
to utilisc resources for the autunn Cat accuwnulation,

FUTURE_WORI

Attenpts will be made in 1976 (nnd futurc yeors) to obbiain cobehes of birds for
weight neasurcenent in thosce wvonths vherc coiples are oid L)l w1l (or nov-

e
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existant)., lMorc adult moult data is nlso ncoded ot ties where thore arc
significant gaps in the. present dete (c.g. June, sccond holf of July, first
half of Scptember). Variations in weipght and 1oult fron yoerr to year will
aloo be studiced.

RETERLNCES

Kennedy, RuoJ. 1973, Bionctrics of sone British caught Lapwings., WSG Bull,
9: 3-6
Je .

L.H. Goodyer;>l74A Heath End Road, Muncaton, Warig CV1Q 7JE.

1UTE IRNATIOHAL WADER COUNTS

by Tony Prater

Ringing, in common with most other nipration data, hag o muober of Livitations,
Recoverics often provide only the broad picturc of udpration routcs boine
jopendent on the vagarics of the distribution of catching cffort (often Luck)
and the likelyhood of a bird being reportcd once found, Unfortunctoly
detailed biometric analyscs, which give a much more precisc understanding

of migretion routes and timing, are only fcasible on rclatively fow specivs

at the monent. We arc still o t a staﬁc where all informnation nceded in

order to picee together o picture. Herc counts arc of considerable value in
supplenenting ringing data, or wica versa, depending on prefercncel

The Intcrnational Watcerfowl Rescarch Burcau (IWRB), has a munber of rescarch
groups wvhich coordinate and collatc international counts of watcrfoul. Tho

Wndor Nescarch Group (WRG) is .concorned with wader counts throushout Burope,
Airica and Asin, The aims of counts arc threccfolds-—

i) to agscss the nunbers and distribution of wintoeiring widcres
throughout the region — bascd privnrily an Jontopry counts
but also including datn Lror obher nonths,

ii) to provide an objoeiive asscssionl of the dnporlone. of cach
site for waders.

iii) to collate rogular counte of cach speecics in as nany arcas
(frow single sites, to repional totals, to nationnl totnls)
ng pOSulblu acrogs its range, This helps to provide a
picturc of the way oach specics nigrates - its general
speed, dircetion and rclative ﬂbund&nCL. This tivs in very
closely with ringing studics,

It is hopcd that the WSG bulletin will carry o rogular featurc about recont
counts. lMost of the information rcceived prlor to 197/ has been sumiariscd
in the Proceedings of the 5th Internatiounal Conference on the Conscrvation of
Hetlands and Waterfowl, Heiligenhafeon 1974, which will bo publishced hy the
IWND during 1976. Data rcccived for Furopc between 1974 wnd 1976 arc

;

gwirarised below, and those for Africe and Asin will be included in the next
bulletin,

~)  WADDEN SEA
Conplete counts Cron Bsbjory (Demark) to Den Holder (Methorland 1) hoave boeon
nadc on tuo oceasions = 12-14 Jarnuary 1975 nnd 19=20 April 1975,  Thoas

revealed totals of 716,154 and 847,182 undors ruspectively.
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