b
Other criteria for ageing such as the length of crest and bwl'l fringing
to the coverts, werc exanmined and although many birds correlated with thesc
factors there were examples of birds not conforming,
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NOTE:s I should be grateful if anyone catching known age lapwings would examinc

the tail feathers and inform me of their findings at MATF, @ FPcst Infestation
Control Laboratory, Tangley Place, Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrcy GU3 3IQ.

MIST NETTING FOR LAPWINGS AT AN INLAND GRAVEL PIT

by C. IM, Hemmings

Between 9th October 1975 and 7th January 1976 sixtcen attenpts were made
to nist net Lapwings Vancllus vanellus using thrcc shelf, 14 metre, wader
nets, at Holtsand and gravel pits, Omberaley, Droitwich, Worcestcrshire,
52° 15" N = 20° 15' W, 63 hirds werc caught and thc purpcse of this note
ig to show that persistant inland netting can give good results, given a
suitable site.

The land for 2 km to the south shows thc effect of gravel extraction over
nany years. Although some parts are now cultivated, and crops such as
sugar beet are grown, many parts are too low lying and danp for grazing
cattle or shecp in winter. During autumnn and early winter flocks of up to
2,000 Lapwings gather in this area. '

The habit of Curlcws, and later Lapwings, of visitiiys onc of the gravel pit
pools during the evening towards dusk was obscrved whilst notting a
hirundinc/wagtail roost during Aupust. The birds landod in shallow water
close to a 30 metre wide sandy heach vhich divided a 500 = 3% wolree channcl,
Stecp banks 5 metres high bordercd the long sides.  Two nobs, 14 wmebres wide
were scl aeross the channcl, 10 mctros into the watcr [rom ULhe beach

sce Fig 1.

As the Curlcews beforc them, Lapwings visited the arca during the cvening and
after dark. Whether to roost, bathe or drink I am not surc but thcere was
probably little food therc. They flighted in low aeross the watcer boetween
the 5 metre high banlks on cither side towards the sandy beach, cncountering
the ncis on the way.

FIG.1l. lart of Holt Sand & Gravel Pits.
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After the first few mid weck outings becausce the days were beecoming shorter
- it was impossible for me to go to the arca belfore dark. There wvas no
alternative but to sct the nets in the dark. Although this crceated a
disturbance, birds always rcturncd to the arca within half an hour. During
the daytime they usually dissappearcd cmwp]ctoly if disturbcd, Mo attonpts
verc made to catch birds after wdd-night althoush 1 au confident that
successful catching could have continucd until duwn.

The maximua nunber of Birds scen over the pravel pit arca at any onc tine
was 15, although flocks totalling up to 2,000 were prescnt within half a
kilometre., It scens as if snall nunbers frorm the {locks continually visit
the gravel pits, perhaps to drink.
The number of Lapwings trapped per visit changed littlc with weather
conditions., Increascd movement on light nights conpensated for the lesse
obvious apppearancc of the nets on aull, wet nights when birds prceierred
to stay on the nearby 'ficlds. Pcalr catchics were botween the 22nd and
29th October with a moximunm of 13 on the 26th October, and between 25th
Hovernber and 10th December with 6 on 4th December. Cutside thesce dates no
norc than three were trapped on cach occasion, Howcver, over the whole
period 63 Lapwings were caught (none re-trapped). Other birds included

10 Snipe, 1 Jack Snipe, 1 Curlew and Teal.

In all 16 visits werc made which averaped 4 Lapwings a vieit, or to put it
another way, onc cvery 1f hours. But leaving my job alter dark and wanting
to go netting (convincing ny wife of wy pood intentions was one problen!)

T could he confident the birds would be thoere, and it proved bo bhe nossiblo
to cateh Lapwings a few alt a tinc over o long period.  Apart row boceoiiing
qore familiar with the speeics (all the caupht birds werc aged, soxed,
weighed and measurced), slowly incrcasing the ringing totel may turn up an
unexpected bonus, Like DR 19207, ringed at Holt Gravel Pits on 14th Oclober
1275 and found dead in northern Hungary on 9th liarch 1976,

When I visited the pravel pits again in wid June 1976 I found a dranatic
change in the appecarancc of the area, with ncw channcls dug, some places
completely filled in and other arcas exposcd., Tlochks of Lapwings werce
agdin present in o sinilar but rc ccnuly forrmcd area aud Curlcus and
nmoulting Lapwings (one a re~trap from 26th Octobor 1975) have boen caupht
in less obvious, rccently acguircd, Scottish made ncts.

C.M. Hermings, "Dunlin", 6 Tollhousc Closc, Rushuick, Worcester.

CATCHING LAPWINGS WITH CAMNON [IETS

by ¢ D T Minton

Introduction

For some years it has been the intention off Wader Study Croup nembors o
devote more attention to the study of inland waders, cepoecially Lonuing
and Golden Plover, and in particular to sce whetlier the cannon netting
tochnlquu, now employed .so succcessfully on coastal waders, can be uscd
offectively at inland sites. In the past a feow small cannon nci catches
had been made (including onc of 12 Snipo!) onn an ad hoc basis, but iu
Decenber 1974 the opportunity arosc to make soume morc significant catches
of Lapwing. This has triggcred off a concerted study programrc and 700
Lapwing have now been caught., A& number of intercsting nspects of Lapwing
feeding and roosting behaviour have alrcady becouce apparent and since
thege are hiphly rclevant to catching tochniques they arce docuiented herc
so that others conlenplating Lapwing studics nay benefit.

s



