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WSG SUMMER MEETING. This mecting for group representatives and individuals will take
place on Sunday October 3rd 1976 at Clive Minton's house, Shenstone.

i[EXT BULLETIN. Please 1¢t the editors have contributions by the end of October 1976.
Ringing totals for the period July-September are also needed. The joint editors are
Tony Prater, BTO, Beech Grove, Tring, Herts and Mike Pienkowski, 5 Brockmill Cottapes,
Beal, Berw1ck~on~Tweed Northumberland and as from lst October his new address will
be 10 West Fenton Cottages, North Berwick, Faot.Lothiai.

RINGING TOTALS. Once again there has been a dismal response from ringing groups.
The three who have responded ares:-

Shannon Wader Ringing Group who in 1975 ringed 773 birds including 536 Dunlin and
201 Curlew.

S.H. Sporne (Hampshire) who ringed 343 birds, including 333 Dunlin during 1975.
Celtic Wader Rescarch Group (S. Wales) who ringed 496 waders during spring 1976
including 441 Dunlin and 30 Whimbrel. '

ADDRESSES
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Ble, S. de Kasteleulaan 117, Roden, Netherlands.

Clinning, -P. .  Private Bdg 5023, Walvis Bay 9190, Southwest Africa.

Wilson, John.,  Forest and W1ld11fe Service, Research Branch, Sidmonton Place,
Bray, Co Wicklow, Ireland.
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Knot (Contd)
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In addition subsequent winter movements were recorded between-the‘Solwayﬂand the -
Wash. (3);, Morecambe Bay (2) and Dee (1) and one between the Dee and Morccambe Bay.
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There were also 6 subsequent winter inter-Britain movements.
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AGEING AND SEXING OF LAPWINGS (Vanellus vanellus)

by Mark Fletcher

Fror: an examination of Lapwings that have been killed in 'bird strike!
incidents involving aircraft, it has beern found possible to age and sex birds
from their plumage.

As reported in the Handbook of British Birds (Witherby et _al., 1940), by
exaniining the wing formula and particularly the relative position of the
tenth (outermost large) - to the other primaries, adults males and
juvenile females can be distinguished. Using this nrthod adult females and
juvenile males cannot be differentiated.

In the adult male the tenth primary (the eleventh being small) is equal to
between the fourth and fifth primary (rarely fifth or between fourth and
third). With the juvenile female the tenth primary is equal to belwecn the
eigth and ninth (rarely eight and seventh) and always shorter than the
seventh. The adult female and juvenile male both have tenth primaries equal
to between the sixth and seventh, always greater than the seventh.

By examination of the tail it is possible to distinguish adults and juveniles.
The adult tail is tipped light buff or white, and the outer pair of feathers
are white with an irregular black mark towards the tip, With the juvenile the
tail is tipped buff with no white and the outer pair of feathers are entirely
white or occasionally lightly marked black. This black when present covers

a very small area towards one edge of the feathers, any substantial black
indicating an adult tall The buff or white tips to the tail feathers are
goon abraded and this characteristic cannot be safely used after October.
Occasionally an odd tail feather is moulted between July and December in the
juven le. An examination of both outer tail feathors is therefore necessary.
One bird (a juvenile female from the wing formula) had an apparent adult
outer tail feather on one side and a pure white feather on the other. This
bird had probably moulted the one outer tail feather. Hence, if a juvenile
outer tail feather is present on one gide only, it is a juvenile bied.

Using the tail as an indicator of ape and the relative position of the
primaries, it is possible to distinguish both the scex and age of the birds.

A ‘
Adult < . Primaries - 10 = 4/5 (3/4, 5)
Tail - Outer tail feathers with black mark
(tail feathers tipped buff and white)
Adult ¥ Primaries - 10 = &/7 (7
Tail - Outer tail feathers with black mark
oAt (tail feathers tipped buff and white)
Juvenile € : Primaries - = 6/7 (7

T Tail - OCuter taill feathers white (or small black
: © area towards edge)
(tail feathers tlnpcd buff only)

10 = &/9 (7/9)

Tail - OQuter tail feath¢rs white (or small bIack
B area towards cdge)
( all feathers tipped buff only)

Juvenile: ? : Primaries

All birds Wér§”aged'and sexed by 1ook1n; 1t the wing formla and examining the
gonads., —
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Other criteria for ageing such as the length of crest and bwl'l fringing
to the coverts, werc exanmined and although many birds correlated with thesc
factors there were examples of birds not conforming,

REFERENCE
Witherby H.F., Jourdain, F.C.R., Ticchurst, .F., and Tucker , B.W. 1940,
Handbook of British Birds, Vol. IV; H.F. & G. Witherby Ltd. London.

NOTE:s I should be grateful if anyone catching known age lapwings would examinc

the tail feathers and inform me of their findings at MATF, @ FPcst Infestation
Control Laboratory, Tangley Place, Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrcy GU3 3IQ.

MIST NETTING FOR LAPWINGS AT AN INLAND GRAVEL PIT

by C. IM, Hemmings

Between 9th October 1975 and 7th January 1976 sixtcen attenpts were made
to nist net Lapwings Vancllus vanellus using thrcc shelf, 14 metre, wader
nets, at Holtsand and gravel pits, Omberaley, Droitwich, Worcestcrshire,
52° 15" N = 20° 15' W, 63 hirds werc caught and thc purpcse of this note
ig to show that persistant inland netting can give good results, given a
suitable site.

The land for 2 km to the south shows thc effect of gravel extraction over
nany years. Although some parts are now cultivated, and crops such as
sugar beet are grown, many parts are too low lying and danp for grazing
cattle or shecp in winter. During autumnn and early winter flocks of up to
2,000 Lapwings gather in this area. '

The habit of Curlcws, and later Lapwings, of visitiiys onc of the gravel pit
pools during the evening towards dusk was obscrved whilst notting a
hirundinc/wagtail roost during Aupust. The birds landod in shallow water
close to a 30 metre wide sandy heach vhich divided a 500 = 3% wolree channcl,
Stecp banks 5 metres high bordercd the long sides.  Two nobs, 14 wmebres wide
were scl aeross the channcl, 10 mctros into the watcr [rom ULhe beach

sce Fig 1.

As the Curlcews beforc them, Lapwings visited the arca during the cvening and
after dark. Whether to roost, bathe or drink I am not surc but thcere was
probably little food therc. They flighted in low aeross the watcer boetween
the 5 metre high banlks on cither side towards the sandy beach, cncountering
the ncis on the way.

FIG.1l. lart of Holt Sand & Gravel Pits.
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After the first few mid weck outings becausce the days were beecoming shorter
- it was impossible for me to go to the arca belfore dark. There wvas no
alternative but to sct the nets in the dark. Although this crceated a
disturbance, birds always rcturncd to the arca within half an hour. During
the daytime they usually dissappearcd cmwp]ctoly if disturbcd, Mo attonpts
verc made to catch birds after wdd-night althoush 1 au confident that
successful catching could have continucd until duwn.

The maximua nunber of Birds scen over the pravel pit arca at any onc tine
was 15, although flocks totalling up to 2,000 were prescnt within half a
kilometre., It scens as if snall nunbers frorm the {locks continually visit
the gravel pits, perhaps to drink.
The number of Lapwings trapped per visit changed littlc with weather
conditions., Increascd movement on light nights conpensated for the lesse
obvious apppearancc of the nets on aull, wet nights when birds prceierred
to stay on the nearby 'ficlds. Pcalr catchics were botween the 22nd and
29th October with a moximunm of 13 on the 26th October, and between 25th
Hovernber and 10th December with 6 on 4th December. Cutside thesce dates no
norc than three were trapped on cach occasion, Howcver, over the whole
period 63 Lapwings were caught (none re-trapped). Other birds included

10 Snipe, 1 Jack Snipe, 1 Curlew and Teal.

In all 16 visits werc made which averaped 4 Lapwings a vieit, or to put it
another way, onc cvery 1f hours. But leaving my job alter dark and wanting
to go netting (convincing ny wife of wy pood intentions was one problen!)

T could he confident the birds would be thoere, and it proved bo bhe nossiblo
to cateh Lapwings a few alt a tinc over o long period.  Apart row boceoiiing
qore familiar with the speeics (all the caupht birds werc aged, soxed,
weighed and measurced), slowly incrcasing the ringing totel may turn up an
unexpected bonus, Like DR 19207, ringed at Holt Gravel Pits on 14th Oclober
1275 and found dead in northern Hungary on 9th liarch 1976,

When I visited the pravel pits again in wid June 1976 I found a dranatic
change in the appecarancc of the area, with ncw channcls dug, some places
completely filled in and other arcas exposcd., Tlochks of Lapwings werce
agdin present in o sinilar but rc ccnuly forrmcd area aud Curlcus and
nmoulting Lapwings (one a re~trap from 26th Octobor 1975) have boen caupht
in less obvious, rccently acguircd, Scottish made ncts.

C.M. Hermings, "Dunlin", 6 Tollhousc Closc, Rushuick, Worcester.

CATCHING LAPWINGS WITH CAMNON [IETS

by ¢ D T Minton

Introduction

For some years it has been the intention off Wader Study Croup nembors o
devote more attention to the study of inland waders, cepoecially Lonuing
and Golden Plover, and in particular to sce whetlier the cannon netting
tochnlquu, now employed .so succcessfully on coastal waders, can be uscd
offectively at inland sites. In the past a feow small cannon nci catches
had been made (including onc of 12 Snipo!) onn an ad hoc basis, but iu
Decenber 1974 the opportunity arosc to make soume morc significant catches
of Lapwing. This has triggcred off a concerted study programrc and 700
Lapwing have now been caught., A& number of intercsting nspects of Lapwing
feeding and roosting behaviour have alrcady becouce apparent and since
thege are hiphly rclevant to catching tochniques they arce docuiented herc
so that others conlenplating Lapwing studics nay benefit.

s



SUILER (June to Scptenber)

Smell flocks of adult Lapwings begin to appear as carly as the cnd of llay and
fron early Junc onwards foairly large nurbers can be scceh coning into castern
Dritain from the Contincent so that bv the end of Junc congrogations of o
hundred or morc arc not infroquvnt. AT this tinc of vear most land is under
cultivation and the avount ¢ suitable Lapwing feeding nnd roosting habitat
is small, In the English Miclands and The Fens (vhore iwost of ny exporience
lics) it is confincd to short grass (srozed) ficlds, gravel pits, the
pernotcrs of regervoirs and the oceasional Fallou (or enrly-clenred potato)
ficld.

Lapwing habits. depend very much on the weather and, to a lessor cxtent, on tho
noon, On a normal warm and dry swirers doy pirds consregate Lo rongt between
0900 and 1100 and romain rclatively inactive until 1600 - 2000, uvhen they
again disperse to feced., Thesc daytine roosts arc nost ffuquun1ly cloge to

water and some bathing ., precning and Jdrinking takces place, thoush most of the
tine is spent slecping. If, however, thc weather isc wet, or the sround is wet
following rain, then this daytime roosting period is largely dispenscd with
and 'the birds will actively fecd for ruch of the day.

Over and above the effcects of wcather, the state of the moon also alfecets
Lopwing bchaviour., At periods of full noon a nuch greater proportion ol the
deytime is spent roosting (c.g. flocks can form as carly as 0700 on o hot day).
Conversely when therc is no moon Lapwings spend a preator proportion of the
day fecding and then congregate at dusk, often squatting down to becoue alnost
invisible on o ploughed ficld. o

Since Lapwings can best be eought in nunbers whon they are concentrated at
roosts ~ being well spread out usunlly whon foecding - it {ollows that the nost

guncﬁ"sful tine to cannon nct them is during pericd of hob, dry weather nt

the tine of the full nmoon. ets should idenlly be sct hy 0900 ana the (1qu

entbeh ean often be nade before 1100, with other calches later in the day

good sites. Decoys arc helpful in getting the birds Lo land in the right arca.

Catches arc typically of 20~40 birds, but onc ecatch of £0 (in a singlc net)

was iade. ‘

UINTER (Movenber to Februvary)

ﬁluintor Lapwings have a very much wider choice of habitat, but they still
scen to follow fairly reogular pattcrns of bLJﬂ\Lour. The most common routinc
in thu Midlands is for birds to foed on grice pasturce ond to congropnte to
roost on ploughed ficlds, thouzh somc focding on the latter (pnr,igulnr]y when

ncwly ploughed) docs oceur..

The roon. appears to have a relatively creater offoet in winter, for cven in
woet weather doytime roosts will form. However, in 'no noon' poriods hirds
of'ten spend most of the dry feeding axd only congregale to roost nt or nfter
uusk. Catching, with cannon ncte sct of ploushed ficlds once day Lo cateh

soon after dawn the next day is thereforc rmuch noro successful in the wintor
ot phrlOdu of full moon. Catching at roosts prior tn dusk is less successful.

On frosty nornings Lapwings will often roost, whatover the state of the mooin,
until the sun has melted the frost sufi 101untly for ther to be able to food.
Such wmornings ‘thercefore give an increascd chancou of r&king & cannon nct catch.

Apart from the above, which refers prinarily to farnland habitats, an
intoresting pattcrn of bchaviour has beoen noticed nt Blithficld Rescrvoir,
Staffs.; and this ‘hag provided the opportunity for soue nice wintor sotcehos,
Soon after dawn Lapwings tond to come down to favoured parts of the shoreline
to bathe, precn and drink io somce concentration,  They nay only atay for
perhaps half an hour bofore dispevsing aendn to the surronnding Ciclds o

/
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feed, although sorc nay return, ot irrcgular intcrvals, during the day.
As before, nets arc set the previous day and decoy ¢ ore sorctimes uscd,
Howcver, on moonlipht nights sonc birds nay arrive holore doun and corc
should be taken not to digturb thoec when pottins luto the filring position.

QTHER POINTS

Mots should be sct at o comparatively low angle (10-15%) hecausc Tapwings
arc cxtronely quick ot taking off ond cscaping before the net cores Lo the
ground, Their large uing arcae noy cnable ther to do this.  Thins can aiso
lead to then falling awkwardly in the nct, houcver, and the oceasional
uncrpeeted wing injury hes occurrcd (ploase note the cireuistances of any
such occurrcnces and roport back co Bob UruncrI/Tony Praoter).

Lapwings (and Golden Plover) scer comparstively unw"r” of neis, bat
canouflaging whore prvcticnb]ﬁ i desirable. o "jipplor™, Lo renove birds
stancing too cloge to the net, 1s very nccesstry. "Twluwan“” WOl
uurprl‘slngly well™6n ficlds - cspeeinlly with o vehicle; but also with
soricone walking or, crawling. TFetching birds from further aiicld can

metines be very frustrating = they can 1y high and far in the wrong
dircction!

After cateding, birds arc best covered-with -light weight material in the sane
way as shore waders, before —utractionfron the cannon ncts and put in
keeping cages.

GLOSSAR

"jirpler! - string with rags just in front of the sct not, Castoncd by clastic
to pep at far cnd of net and noved by pulling froa Ciring posilion
or other hide in line with nct,

"twinkling" - = gently woving floek by npproaching slowly, ldenlly, lashors
(twlnklus) of wLIMS arg “gmn aus the near Dirds Cly Lo For ooide
; of lock.

1
i
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C D.T. Minton, 65 St John's Hill, Shenstone, Litehficld, Staff's.

LAPWING WEIGHTS AIND MOULT

By L R Goodycr

INTRODUCTIOHN

i prolininary analysis has been made of Lapwing (Vancllus voncllus) weight
and noult data, mainly collcceted between Docembor 1974 and Fobruary 19706
in the West Midlands. Althouph the study is still condinuing bhe "ntuan
resulits are prosented here and comparisons arc nade with sivilar dats on
Lapwing prescented carlier (Kennedy 1973), and on constal waders (oo Wash
VUader Ringing Group Report 1973/4,).

WEIGHT

3

]rSU winter) caught in the period late Junc to niid February (no samplos
hﬂvo yct-been obtained in.liarch, April or iliay). . ican adult. wcignt renain
rclatively constant at 220~230 m (aver: 227 cm) in the period Junc to

Septeuber when the annual moult is tnblng pl%px. Aduiu welghts then risc
to o Decerber peak of 284 s - an inercosce of 30% - heforc falling quite

e/

Fig 1 shows the ncan monthly weights of 749 Lapwings (052 adult and 91 ]HVLnllp/
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repidly in January and February., Juvenile wel:hts anncnr to follow o brondly
similar pattern - though sample sizes at present arc smnll - exeopt that in

the sumncr (espeeially Aupust) their weights arc rather lower. This prttern
supports that prescnted by Konnedy (1972) for Lapwing Crom Awrust to Deccnbor,
but cxtends the coverage to includce data (rom Juno Lo Foirory,

This pattorn of weight change during the yonr is vory sinilor to thot of cono
of tht coastal vaders (sce WWRG rcport 1973/4) and swipcnts (anonpol othor
things) thats-

a) beeause there ig no significant fat accwmlation in July-
Septenber (the period of Moutwan nigrotion' for nany waders)
the birds prescnt arce probably nct, ot that tine, undertalking
long distance wigratory uovencent, This is also probably
indicated by the fact that virtually 1l the adult birds
arc in win- aoult (scc later).

b) the Deecernber peals is rceloted to an ncewulation of fat which
may be nccessary te tide birds over cny short periods of
food unavailability later in the winter and to facilitate
cold weather movenents should thesc be forced on the birds
hysevere or prolongced cold weather., The diffcerence betucen
the autwin weight (probably relatively fat frec) and the
carly winter peal (+ 30%) is greater than that of som
coastal waders but is sinilar to that of Grey Plover
(Pluvialis squatarola)and Ringed Plover (Chorodrius hioticuln)
Possibly thc plovers, with thoir shorter bunks, nre rorc
affceted by cold weather and therefore nced a sroater fat
TCSETV,

c) juveniles moy have a difficult tine finding food in surmer
during their first fow nonthe of indcpendencc.

MOULT

The prinary noult was rccorded on adult Lopwings cought betucen 22nd Junc and
27th October [rmainly in 1975) and noult scorcs arc plotted npcinst dabe in
Fig 2. The short outernost prinary wes ipnored, as in othor wader studics,
Birds which had not yet started moult and birds which had completoed moult
were, however, noted and thus it was possible to deternine the node as well ag
the mean noult score on any date. Sinee the distribution of sarples was far
from randon over the noulting period it vas not possible to use the norc
conventional method (ncan date for cach noult scorc) to catinate bthe avorapc
duration of the moult. Ingtead the node of the voult scorc on coch dabe wnp
usced to determine the average gtate of noult and o linc drawn throuash these
points gave the typical noult progrcssior.

It would appecar that moult typically starts in the third weck of Junc and is
conpleted at the eond of Septenber - averaging about 105 days. The comparative
lack of spread of noult scorcs on cach date sugpgests a relatively howogencous
noulting population. Thus, on 6th July 1975, only two and a half wecks after
the average 'start date! (estinated by cxtrapolation), there were no birds

(in a sample of 120) which had not yet started their noult. The noult duration
is slightly longer than that of sonc coastal waders of sinilar size {c.p.

Grey Plover, 90 days, Branson and Minton, in press).  Presumnbly Lhe coalicer
start to the noult i Lapuing is facilated by bhe cnrlicor brocding season o
thus there is morc tine for the woult to be carricd out bolore Lhe neod arvises
to utilisc resources for the autunn Cat accuwnulation,

FUTURE_WORI

Attenpts will be made in 1976 (nnd futurc yeors) to obbiain cobehes of birds for
weight neasurcenent in thosce wvonths vherc coiples are oid L)l w1l (or nov-
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existant)., lMorc adult moult data is nlso ncoded ot ties where thore arc
significant gaps in the. present dete (c.g. June, sccond holf of July, first
half of Scptember). Variations in weipght and 1oult fron yoerr to year will
aloo be studiced.

RETERLNCES

Kennedy, RuoJ. 1973, Bionctrics of sone British caught Lapwings., WSG Bull,
9: 3-6
Je .

L.H. Goodyer;>l74A Heath End Road, Muncaton, Warig CV1Q 7JE.

1UTE IRNATIOHAL WADER COUNTS

by Tony Prater

Ringing, in common with most other nipration data, hag o muober of Livitations,
Recoverics often provide only the broad picturc of udpration routcs boine
jopendent on the vagarics of the distribution of catching cffort (often Luck)
and the likelyhood of a bird being reportcd once found, Unfortunctoly
detailed biometric analyscs, which give a much more precisc understanding

of migretion routes and timing, are only fcasible on rclatively fow specivs

at the monent. We arc still o t a staﬁc where all informnation nceded in

order to picee together o picture. Herc counts arc of considerable value in
supplenenting ringing data, or wica versa, depending on prefercncel

The Intcrnational Watcerfowl Rescarch Burcau (IWRB), has a munber of rescarch
groups wvhich coordinate and collatc international counts of watcrfoul. Tho

Wndor Nescarch Group (WRG) is .concorned with wader counts throushout Burope,
Airica and Asin, The aims of counts arc threccfolds-—

i) to agscss the nunbers and distribution of wintoeiring widcres
throughout the region — bascd privnrily an Jontopry counts
but also including datn Lror obher nonths,

ii) to provide an objoeiive asscssionl of the dnporlone. of cach
site for waders.

iii) to collate rogular counte of cach speecics in as nany arcas
(frow single sites, to repional totals, to nationnl totnls)
ng pOSulblu acrogs its range, This helps to provide a
picturc of the way oach specics nigrates - its general
speed, dircetion and rclative ﬂbund&nCL. This tivs in very
closely with ringing studics,

It is hopcd that the WSG bulletin will carry o rogular featurc about recont
counts. lMost of the information rcceived prlor to 197/ has been sumiariscd
in the Proceedings of the 5th Internatiounal Conference on the Conscrvation of
Hetlands and Waterfowl, Heiligenhafeon 1974, which will bo publishced hy the
IWND during 1976. Data rcccived for Furopc between 1974 wnd 1976 arc

;

gwirarised below, and those for Africe and Asin will be included in the next
bulletin,

~)  WADDEN SEA
Conplete counts Cron Bsbjory (Demark) to Den Holder (Methorland 1) hoave boeon
nadc on tuo oceasions = 12-14 Jarnuary 1975 nnd 19=20 April 1975,  Thoas

revealed totals of 716,154 and 847,182 undors ruspectively.

'
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The details of these two counte, with the UX fi-vrcs for conparison, arc
présented in Table 1 below,

TABLE 1, WADDENSEA AMD UK TCTALS OF MOST WADER STECIES COUNTED IN JANUARY
AID APRIL 1975,

Joan 1975 Lpril 1975

Maddensen K Moddensea Uy
Oystercatcher RV 5 4,00 84, 000 20,300 S, "100
Linged Plover 50 7,400 L, 150 5, GO0
Grey Plover 4,000 13,300 6,500 4, 200
Turnstonc 1,700 19, 000 3,400 10, 2.00
Curlecw 8, , 300 60, 000 455400 21,100
Black-tailed Godwit -+ =@ = 4, 800 ' 1,100 700
Bar~tailed Godwit — 21,500 38,500 104,900 5,800
Redshank 15,600 75,000 14,000 27,600
Spetted Redshank 3 72 1,640 92
Greenshank 9 16 390 130
not 35,500 180,200 49,300 121,700
Dunlin 220,100 556,100 458,000 162,500
Sanderling 1,950 6,400 1,800 5,700
Ruft . 150 , 170 350 60
Avocet 2,500 28 6,340 gt
'TOTAL Including 716,200 1,306,000 847,000 450,000

other spp.

In addition to thesc,counts havo ‘been nade on 19th October 1974 in The
Netherlands and on 19th May 1974, 1oth Aupust 1974, 15 Sopteiiber 1974 and
2/th August 1975 in Denmark (thesc were made by the D.OJF. Vadeluglegruppen).

b)  DRITAIN

The nonthly counts of the BTO/RSPB/WT 'Birds of BstuaricsBnquiry! were nade

up to lay 1975. During the July 1974i-riy 1975 period the principel pealk counts
vere Dunlin 622,000  (Deeenber), Oystereatcher 224,500 (Scptember),  Knot
216,500 (Decenber), Redshank 104,300 (Sentenber), Curlew £3,200 (Scptenber),
Bar-tailed Godwit 40,200 (Dcecnber), Sanderling 27,100 (May), Ringed Dlover
26,250 (Septeunber), Grey Plover 15,250 (Septenber) and Turnstonc 11,700
(September).  From October to February over 1,000,000 woders were counced,
peaking at 1,383,000 in Dceember and 1,346,000 in Jonuory,

¢c)  BELGIUM

In Janury 1975 the whole of the coast line was countod nnd thoe principal speciles
were Turnstonc (870), Purnle Sandpiper (474) and Sanderling (700).

d)  PORTUGAL

Jonuary counts werce nade in 1975 and 1976 on the nejor cotnnrics of Portupal.
The four principal arcas werci-—

Tcio (39,600 in 1975; 57,500 in 1976) - where averase counts were bunlin
25,000), Black-tailed Godwit (9,300), Avocct (8,700), Grey Plover (2,000),
Redshan’e (1,600), Of the less common specics 100 Kentish Plovers werce significont,

Algarve (12,800 in 1975: 20,300 in 1976) includin: Munlin (9,300), Blacl-

tailed Godwit nnd Redshenk (1,200), Dor-toiled Godwit (800+). Southern wintering:
specics were relatively plentiful with over 600 Kontish Plovers, 500 Little
Stints, 130 Spotted Redshonks and 110 Black-wingod Stilts.

oo/
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Aveiro. (14,250 in 1975) including Dunlin (5,500), Black- tcilcd Godwit (4, OOO),
Bar-tailed Godwit (1,300) and Avocet (700). Even so far north as herc there
were 120 Kentish Plovers and 30 Little Stints.

Sado (11,400 in 1975) including Dunlin 8,500) and Redshanlk (1,100),

¢) .S8PAIN. .« wo .-

Jonuary 1975 counts showed that there were only three arces on the
Mcditerranean and southern Atlantic coasts which supportcd over o thousand
waders. In the Mediterrancan the Ebro Doltn (1,564) was the best with

Dunlin (600) and Black-tailcd Godwit (575) the nost frequent. Fven here therc
were 152 Little Stints, o fow Kentish and a single Little Rineod Plover.

On the S W Atlantic coast the narismas of the Guadnlguivir had 5,900 waders
nainly Black-tailed Godwit (),6)0) but also 180 Avocets, 32 Black winged Stilts
and 5 Marsh Sandpipers. The conplex of the Rio Tinto/0dicl/Umbris ncar
Huclva supportcd 2,900 waders, nostly Golden Plovers althoupgh over 2,000 Groy
Plovers have beoen recorded herc on autunn passage.

As a postscript to this nass of figurcs I would appeal to any bird watchers,
who vigit and count waders in the less frequently watched areas including
Spain, Portusal, Italy, SE Furopc or anywhere clsc to scnd tho IWRB/WRG
copies of counts., All data, at any tiunc of ycar, arc nccded but pleasc try
to count the whole of an arcn and clearly indicate if coverapge is inconpleto.
Count data arc collceted by Tony Prater, BTO, Becch Grove, Tring, Herts.

HETHODS OFF CATCHING AND STUDYING BREEDING WADERS - CONTINULD ACATH

The articles in Bulletins 16 & 17 by G.H. Green, P.il. Ferns and R.M. Bishop
have continued to gencrate imuch discussion. R.W. Swmcers hes kindly sent us

o copy of his article on "Trapping waders at the nest" (Sarrin. dews 4 (1):
13-19, 1975), concerning thc usc of the heart-shaped trap.  We reprint part of
this bclow.

"Find a woder ncst and place the trap over it such that the nest is in the
position as scon in Fig 1. This is critical. If the trap is placcd over the
nest so that the lattcr is ncar the the back or sides, the bird nay falsc-

T brood outside the trap. Also if the nest is in dircet linc
with the cntrance tne bhird will walk nut apain.,  The trap
nest, Y should thercefore be placed n ,hown, and with the entranco

“\ % facing the ringer's dlrpctlon of appronch.  The trap centrance
] \<2‘ ¢/ sheould be adjusted so that it is jU&E wide cnoupgh for the
’ #  Dbird to get throupgh. Pegs are pushoed throush the wire and
into the ground keeping the trap steady. Thoen retirc.

The "nornal" behaviour to the trap by the nest ouncr is as follows (ng scon
in Buropean Qystcrcatcher): once the ringer has departed from the seonc the
bird rcappears in about 5 minutes and lands sorie 50 11 froi: the trap. It
approaches the trap and then starts circling ot a radius of 25 n but petting
closer and closcr ~ll the time. This circling nay be intersperscd with
periods of standing, or short retreats from the trap. After about 15 ninutes
the bird circles within inches of the trap, somctimes pecking at the mesh.

It eventually concoentrates its activities ncar the contrnnce, as the nest is
closest to the trap wall at this point and about 20 fron uuttlAb; the bird
enters and settles on the cgos.

We mave the bird a monment or two on the cpps and then walked over to thoe trap.
The bird rises from the eggs, moves to the back of the trap and pushes with
the bill trying to offcet an oxlt
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Only when the ringer is about 10 1 from the trap does the bird paric and start
to flap about, sc the last feu netres should be covercd quickly and the bird
subducd. ‘

20-25 ninutes wae the usual trapping tioe though 4 winutes o record. If the
bird is not showing signs of cntry after 20~25 minutes (i.c. not concentrating
its activitics at the trap cntrance), the trap rust be removed, and 30 minutos
mst be rogarded as a maximun for the bird to be kept off ite cgps. Sorcetines
the drive to incubate will be low (c.g. before a cluteh is conplete or in hot
weather) and one must nccept failurc,!

In my cxpericnecc, there arce tremendoug varintions in the responscs of
individual birds to traps at the ncst; some kceping sceveral netres away, whilce
others walked in immediately, Some birds showed different extromncs of
behaviour on differcnt days. 1In sonc cascs it was clear that a bird would
center the trap only by walking diroctly townrds the nest which, thorcefore,
had to be in line with the centrance. As Harry Green and Poter Ferns pointod
out earlicr, this problen may be overconc by approaching the trap fron the
samnc site as the cntrance from as close a position as conecaluent will allow,
Probebly the answer is to recognisc the differcnces in individuals and bo
preparcd to try- several trap positions as well as diffcerent teapping methods
(sce carlier articles), after a long interval to allouw incubation to bo
re~¢stablished, '

FPinally, in reply to yct another query, it should be stressed that, whatcver
nothod is used, the nest and trap must. be kept under continunl observation
during the trapping atiempt.

Mike Pilonkowski

WADER NETS

The first Knox wader nots made from material half as thick (and strong) agoin
as nornal nist nets arrived at Beech Grove in May, Onc wae innediately
crected on the lawn and proved to be very well finished with an immensc anount
nf slack and good strong, inclastic sholf-strines. The wpain problem with
thesc 3-shclf ncts way be the height to which they will sct = with taut side
strings the netting is about ten feet high and the pockets have a really cood
amount of bag. Anyonc with short poles (or tall watcr) should bowarc.

Cemments from ringers have been faveurable. FTven thosc apprrently wedded to
les filets Francaig have probably been convinced on the prounds of quality,
price and availability tc buy British, ather few 12 m nets were sold but
rnost of the 18 m ncts from the first production run of nctting have now pgonc,
If you want to rcserve onc (or nore) write quickly. Knox have been asked to
nake nore material but, at the moment, they cannot give a definite delivery
date - thoy will be encouraged to produce it quickly.

Since the nets arc made from singlc shcelf lengths joined by the shelf-string
the nols may readily be lowercd into 2-shelf (or single shelf) format. When
the next lot of nectting is available we will certainly be offering un-nade-up
single shelf netting. Pleasc lot e know if you fecl strongly about what

you would want:

a) neatly packaged loosce lengths with exoactly the right nunber of neshes
te nake 2 shelf of cach length of nade up nel (12 and 10n)

b) aceurately cut lonptihs of any othor sinc

oo/
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c) continuous skcins that the NI.0. cuts to cpproxinate length.
I would personally opt for a) - casicr for the salcs staff herc at Becch

Grove and should ncke certain that the bits bought will tit into iade-up
nots if anmyone is cutting down (or up) or repairing.

Chris HMead

PHHT NETS

The Ringing and Migration Commdttee have decided thatl an initinl bateh of
20 sc¢ts of Phhting gear and the associated nets should be offered for sale
to sclected ringers who:

n) can pay for the apparatus - probably £40 or so per nct.
h) have oxpericence in using cannon-ncets or lorse clap-ncts.
c) will usc the cquipnont and rcport back on their oxperiences.

Then full r 'gulatlonu as to how this new technique will be repulated will be
discusscd and publlSth b‘y the Cormittcce.

An article appears in the July issue of the Ringer's Bullctin and T would
cxpect that nmany of the ringcrs who will be sclceted to have the phhts will
bu nenbers of the wader study proup. I nbroonally cxpoet thuL to be a preat
success and fully oxpect then to creatc alnost as vuch of 2 hoost to the
capture of sclected waders as cannon nULu vere a doecade dhﬁ. oy fre 3o
cnsy to use and only necd 1 rather small tem of oxpericnced people Lo handlo
and procegs the birds cnaught.

Chris Mcad

RECUBST FOR JACK SHIPE DATA

A study is being undcrtalen on Jack Snipc, Data on bionctries, uoult,
ringing rccoverics, wnigration and diurncl/nocturnal activity pattorns cte
arc all required, cspecially from Scandinaviz but also from other arcas
Any information will be wcelconed by Frank-Ulrich Schnidt, Wolfshof &,
3410 Northeir, West Gcrn.nj.

GREENLAND COLOUR DYLING

Hans Meltofte hes boen spending the swmer of 1976 in NE Greenland and he hos
becn colour dycing the following species - Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Knot,:
Duriin and Sanderling, If any of thesc birds arc scen will you plc”“c send
details ineluding - date, place, species, oﬂlour, which nxrto of . the body
colourcd, rings ctc. to cither Hans Meltofte, %lLL rade 23, 3tv., UF 2200,
Copenhapen I, Demnark or Tony Prater, BTO, Becen Grovu, Tflnh, Herts.

SOUTH ATFRICAN COLOUR DYEING

This scheone anncunced prLVJOUSly has resulted in ot least one Long digtanco
sipghting of a Curlcw Sandpi per in Ethiopia. We hope for nore sizhting s,

cod/
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WADER NUMBERS IN SOUTH AFRICA

During Dceenber 1975 and Janunry 1976 the Western Cape Wader Study Group
organiscd extensive counts of coastal wadcrs from 0lifants DRiver (Jl 30" 3,
187 10" E) to Kaysna Lagoon (24° oot S, 23° 301 & They hove produced o
detailed 162 page report on these counts.  The report bes throe nmnjor scetions,
the first swmmarises nunbers and distribution of waders in this part of south
Afrien, the second considers the conscrvation importance of the arcas and

he third part of 112 pages includes the detailed date on cagh locnlity.
Acong the birds observed thore were almost 55,000 Curlew Sandpipors, 15,000
Sanderling, 9,100 Turnstonc and 6,000 Littlc Stint and the principal arcas
verc Langebaan Lagoon with 36,800 and Berp cstuary with 19,000 vadcrs.

Copics of this rcport arc obtainablc fron M Waltner, 5 Montoru Wy, :
Pinelands, 7405, Capc Province, South Africa, price R2.00 (plunug chacel
current exchange rateg!)

REPORTS OI" WADER STUDIES TN MOROCCO 197172

Duc to continued demand, copics cf the "UanLTulby of Bust Anglia Lixpedition
to Morocco 1971 Report' arce no longer available for sale. A few copics have
been rctained and arc available on loan (from M W Picnkowski), provided that
the borrower pays postage in both directions., There arc, of coursc, no
objeections to the making of photocopics of thce Report.

It is regretted that it has been necessary to increasce the price of the

joint report .of UEL Expcdition to Tarfaya Province, Morocco 1972 and tho
Cambridge Sidi Moussa Expedition 1972: "Studics on coastal birds n~nd wetlands
in Norocco 1972" (sce WSG'Bill, 16) from £1.00 tof£2.00 per copy. This nou
includes postagu. The increase from the price advertiscd prior to
publication is duc to inflatced productica costs and continunlly rising postal
charges.  All orders rcceived at the carlicr price have becn met.  Copics

arc available frem M W Picnkowski (addrecs on page 1).

TUNISIAN RINGING SCHEME

We arc pleased to inforii you that the ornithological activitics in Tunisia
continuc to run under the auspices of the Tnstitutc of Scientific and
Technical Research.” Llsoy in. the intercst of action that is takine place,
potenticl visitors are cncouraged to contact the local ornitholopist at
the following address: Michel Alexandre Czajkowski
' 0 o/o M. Hadj Taieb ¢l Boouab,
4 Twe A1l Belahouone,
La Morsa, Tunisia.

RINGING OYSTERCATCHERS

Oystercatcher rings are large enough for the number to be rcad in the field.
We have learned that there is a study in progress in Norway on this opecics
and an attempt has been made to read all rings in the study area., Unfort-
unately-at least two rings have been put on upolda down making them very
difficult Lo read. "We hope that all ringers ringing birds of Redshank sizc

and above will try to put rings on the correct way up to aid anyonc reading
ring numbers in the future.



RECENT PUBLICATIONS ON WADERS

See also abstracts in lbis, Auk and Bird-Banding.
Details of omissions to Mike Pienkowski, please
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