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DYED WAD::S FROM AFRIG

The studiecs of thic migration of wadcrs in sfrica arce still in
their infancy when comparced witis thosce in North YWestborn luropc.
This 1s partly due to the {fact that wadcer cnthusinots arc fow
and far between, the majority being found in Kenya and Souwth
Alricer, Also wadeorsz are smallish bhirds and thoerctore do not
lend themselves to high rccovery ratca, and it 1o signilicant
that the majority of rccoveriss arce made by other ringoers. AS
a result, thc recovery ratcs of African ringed waders is very
low. . e therefore lmow 1little about the migration routcs
through AfTica and betwcen the ..irican and Palacarciic regionss

In an attempt to improve our wdcrstanding of the wmigration
patterns of waders, large numbers of Knots; Sanderlings, and
Curlew JBandpipers will be dyc-marked in thce Capce Provincce

by the Western Cape Wader Study Group in carly 1976 before thc
birds depart Tor their northward migration.

We appecal to all bird watchcrs to look out for bLiwse marked
birds during the spring and autunn passage. of 19/6. T you do
sec a marked bird, which should hce csopceially obvious in "Lichil,
plcase contact cither: A.J. Prater, DBriticsh Trasc Lox Ornitholopy
Beeeh Grove, 'Wring, LEngland, or: Dr R.W. Sumncr., Porey
FitzPatrick Institutc of african Ornitholopsy, University of
Cape Yown, South Africa, giving as mony delails an poussible,
including thie colour of the dye and its position on the bilrde

The scanty ringing evidence suggests that the misration routcs
of thesc 3 spccics may cross anywhere botween wesicern Lurope
and central Asia, so if you know a site wherc any ol thesc
specics occur on spring (4pril-iay) or autumn (August—Octobor)
passage, plcase kecp a special lookoute.

VB4 winter. meeting, Jenuary 1976

'his was hcld during the Ringing and Higration Conforencce at
swanwick, Dcerbyshirc. About $0O mcmboers attended and Dr. Minton
chaired the discussion.

The business ascssion was short witinn throe principal reporlse

s
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Secrctary (A.J. Prater)

The membership has grown steadily through the ycar aand at
31/12/75 24l persons were mcmbers, although 68 had not paid
up by that datec. 4 breakdown of members showed that 167
werc from Britain, Ireland (12), wuropc (LO ., including 15
from the Netherlands), Africa (12), aucrica (8) and asia (5).
This sprcad of participation and information was very '
* cneouraging and it was hoped it would continuce.

In general data forms werce being filled in by most gZroups.

Ircasurer (R. Birch, who was unfortunctely abscdnt, had circul: tcd
' the accounts for the ycar cnding 31 Decciuber 1975)

WaDLR S'TUDY GRCUP
THGOM AND iXPENDITURE 4CCOUNL. FOR 1ML YufR -NDLD 31 DOCuMBER 1974

ANCOME - £
Subscriptions. 176 members @ 50p _ 38 00
Sales (Ageing Guide) O 90
Donations. IWRB Tfor Bullctins for li. LUropCe - 10 00
Donations. W3G mcmbers outside UK. 2 40
Intercst (Deposit Account @ 7). ' _ 11 56

ma m w we e e

LPLND TIURS

£ p

Stationcry - 20 75
Postage Ll 38
Printing . 5 00
Scerctary's Wxpenses 2 00
72 13

LaClss O TCCME OVeR LXPUNDIVURL LO 73

BALANGL SHULT. AS (N 31 DUCLMBLR 1975

& — - me

ACCUMULATLD FUND £ D
Balance as on 31.12.75 o 7L 83
Subscriptions paid in retrospect 27 00
Add.. Lixcess of income over expenditurc LO 73
14h2 56
ABSLITS T
Balance at Bank 1886 47
Deduct liabilities
(subscriptions paid in advancc) L5 91~
£ 142 56

v m a ea o

oos/
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slthough the balancce was healthy it was unusually high duc to
1) thce rescarch grants available last year wcre not taken up
by members, 2) the large amount rcccived as retrospcective
membership and 3) the IWRB donation. Compared with proevious
vears it was higher os thc moncy was kept in a denosit accounte

therc was- a discussion on the subscription ratc in view of tho
rcecnt increascs in-postal charsgces. 1o scnd a bulletin
(cxecluding cost of envelopes & paper cite) to Luropc by air
would cost 2Lp, and furthcr aficld cithcr 2Uzp or 268p dencnding
onn weighte JThe HOp aniual subscription would clcarly ot

cover this coste It was decided that as irom lst January 1977
the subscription should be incrcased to £1.00 per annume.

uditors (M. Pienkowski; 4.Je Prator)

Reported that bulletins arce often Jelayed whilc material is
gathercd and that prompt rcturns of ringing totals and
enalytical studies wcre ncedcd.

After the reports Tony Yratcer rcported on progrcess on the now
ageing guide. He and John Marchont had almost completed tho
bagic work and writing was wcll undcrway. Lhe guide was

cxpeceted to be in first complete draft by Junc 1976 and that

the 3P0 would publish it. 'The contents would be scetions on
jdentification, ageing, scxing, geoproaphical voeriation and
biometricses The 110 spcecics of Horth Amcrica nd the Palacarciic
would be included in the guide.

There then followed thrcece talks on studies of wadcrs.

Keith Grant spoke about Greocnshank, enlarging on the summary
given at the summcr wuccting. He stresscd the nceced for morc dotoe

Chris Reyinolds looked at the biomotrics of Littlc Ringed Plovers
and Jack snipe, based on the data forms. Hc found plenty of
fascinating trends but also stressed that much more duata wos
nceded to complete the picturce. :

William Dick considcrcd in much greatcr depth than he had time
to do last wintcr, thc scientific rcsults of the Hauritanian
wxpedition, in particular the date rcelating Lo the peographical
populations of Knot and Dunlin, whicli occur in thce banc
d'Arguin

WASH WADLR RINGING GROUE RLPORT 1973/7L

Thce WWRG has now adapotcd the policy of dissuing reports cvery two
years rather than annually. The prescnt document rceports the
actvivitics and progress over the two ycars as well as indicating
the intcended futurce work and publishing plans. As 1s usual in
these reports, details arc given of all ringed birds rceported
during thc period, but additionally a summary of all known
movements to and from the Wash reported to datc is includced,

with recovery maps for all spccicss

During thce period rcported, the WWRG was dceply involved in the
Fcasibility Study for the ilash rcscrvoirs proposal. Extracts frosn
that report included in the prescnt report concern movements of
waders within the Wash & a presentation of the weight variations
o’ the major study spcecics during the ycare. this f£ills many os Tic
gaps in the earlier paper in thoe 1971/72 veoort.

The report of approx. 100 papcs is availoble Lrom Dr Cede'l'e MinGow,
65 3t Joha's 1411, Shenstone, Lich{icld, Siacfoe Drice £1.25 4

2Hp posilapc.



