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GOReIP, D KEoPING Catlss by Tan Dainbiridge

Thie increased success in recent years of catehinge such waders as
Curlew and Godwits, both in mist nets, and in larzer numbers in
cammon nets, has focused attention on the problem of lcg cramp
vwitich can occur in these birds.

The reason for cramp is unknown, although it seews lilkely to be causc
b7 the confinement of tlle birds in a space too small or too low to
allow them to stand upright - such as a large bird bag, sack, or cven
« standard sized cainnon net keeping cage. Obvlouclj if the birds are
C“unnt by mist netting on saltings, a sack has to be used to
transoort the birds back to the base, but the use of hipgh kecping
cages cainl solve the oroblems of keeping thewm for lTonger periods, as
ig necessary with larger catches.
Mhis newly designed kecpine care, which has beein in opcration on thie
Laisie thios autumn, appears to eliminate or atl least preatly lesscn Luo
pivblems ol cramp in long-legued waders. LU is made from o standard
hops dck (7”“ x 56"), slit lengthways to give a piece of naterial
4Lt x « The ends are sewn together to form a circle of waterial
6 11gh. This forms the rectangle of the keeping cage - sides
06", ends 20", 4 12" cut is made down to the nid point of eacli cid
of the cage and the top 12" of cach side is then Tolded over, as
shovn in Pig.l. This forms tiic roof, which is stitched down at thc
sides, and in the middle if necessarys to give either one or two
slit entrances of the standard keeping cage type (Fige2). The cagu
is held up by four 50" poles, one at each corner, which may need to
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