
Table 1. ¾lcigh•."' an,! m½:•surouonts of 'Ringed Plover c.'.•ug•t •t the ne4t • Scot• 
•d on passage 'in August. The •g lon•hs refer to ••;• cho•. 

ß . . ••tions •re a•o givenß , 
. 

.. 

It is' •kely t• the obse•ed •er•ce in.• leah is due to •g 
•o•e• as' described by Piu•kows• •d M•ton (197•) because, between •/J•y 
when the Sc•%i'sh bir•.s •:cre noes=red •d 2•U•at , •y v• sho•en•g wo•d •o•t 
to less the. •% (Adult •xot:: ,!ecre•se by 4•'over the y•.r) (••s• • •ton, 
1973). It is tkcrefore •ss•ed that the L•ust staple belongs bb a d•e•nt ß 
pc p•ati•n'• ' 

S•o.•--w'J•:,o'd-•.n-•e•t Plovers breed..• no•' '•'n re•ons. C.h. t•ae breeds 
• Spitsbergen, •.•.S•andJ•a'•a. aud •.•s'n•.a e•t to TchUt• p•s,,l,, 
•g l•th• :-an."•ing from 122,'-135 •-. (.17 b•s) (W!t•r• e•.•. l•}).. Ho•er, 
those •y not bc n:•.x'•num cko• mas•ments a• probab• •f• to m•e• s•s ß 
w•ch will havc• shr,.,•d:, •'..•upptentrio•a•s (= ps=•c•o==) (not recessed. b•... 
Witherby ot.al. ) b•'•ods •. Gruenland, Ic•d, •d Feeroes •d Green 
(1973) •%•o•eau •,•ng-':.h of 131.3.•.8 (=• cho•) for 12 fresh bi•s 
• Greenlend. Lt present i• is u•o• ',?hich of these two •p•mtions 
repres•te,l • the August s•ple. .- . 

It is not i•.-.pliod that the L•.•:st soz,plo is a pure One containLug only 
arctie birds: though it •-.y indeed be so. However, it must contain a high 
proportion of tne:a in order to give the significant •t•*ference in wing length. 

It. m• also be mentioned t.hat none of the adults-was in wing moult, at .m..t.i•..e. 
when ScottiAh' adults u-4ergo noult. 
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The Outer Hebridc:•' are '• ch•'Jun'•f i•3•n• 13g miles long .lying 30 m•les off. th•.• 
no•h•est co•t 0f th3 Scottish =%'•d. Dried v•eys give a, atrong• 
east coast, whc•o•.s' '•h• Atl•6, poun•e•-•st coast is o•ote•,s• •y m•les •.•.•' 
gloa• be•chos •tr•v• •th to• seaweed • bao• by m•• d•es •'•c•r'• 
The is•ds contain l•gc •ltc•i•l s•d •ats (stromds) rich in •ve•ebrate •e. 
Theusuals of lu$-•o• • •sts that dot the s•ace ' •d •att•gs • cooke she•s 
•e ovid•ce of t!•s. 

The position o:? the Outer Hebrides is also oœ interest• situated as they are 
off the NoW. coast of Britain-they would be the first possible landfall for Waders 
on direct 1Lu'e 'f•'om icelaud-or Greenland• Pn•st ornithological records (Baxter and 
Rintoul 1953) state t;' %t .large aut•.•n 'f!•ocks Of Sanderling =nd immense flocks .of 
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R•ugo•, P•vur :•-au•...•here.' I•. wa• thereore of •nter.est to •ow more p•cis• 
whmt tb• n•bers•-w•e • •.' •asible to •te•ne the• o••s. 

, 

•ta. There are .5 najor-str• • the Uists/B•beo• grip •d assoc•ted •i•' 
3 of these we fo•d substantial •omts (300-500 b•). We aisc ce•e• '28 •, 

..:.• .•poa• beach an•.roo• oo•ta, • totes • •ven •'T$1e 1, ' T• seaweed 
s•9.•:-beaches we• fo•d to su•o• • d•si•. of waders, • old. fee• . 
z0nation was fo• •o•t tb2 waders on these be•hos; B••s • the Wato• 
S•erl• at its edge fo•o•g tho waves up a• d• •ge•'•l•er • t• •- 
••ed s•d, D•i• • wet p•to•s • ••e •o• the p•es of s•weea.-' 
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Ti.• I - Thu n•bers of w•ers r•o•ed on the 

I•nge• Plover ]566 

.: ::.:::=,• .. , • .... Re••k ' - .... " 7• 

, 

The appalling weather prev'FntJ• much '%l%oh•: ' 
British,race-:O•Us h:h•-•cu•t'aS; t•ey--h'•t lo•. ,w•s' (mean 

were in nou•t. P•b•s•ec• •-•ures, fO• thai,mean lhn•chs. 

::.•,•e S•er•6 wer=.a•o. oft•terest' 'aS-Zt•y too -•r• 
earner stages. 0n the kl.s• (• 197o Repo.) it is 

(espec•Ty •ge• Plover)' •o occ• • • N.U. •1•, e• a •eater 
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