
o , 

.. 

BUr.T.•TIN NO 1• 
.. 

ß 

ß 

ß •u•er Meet•n$ of the 

.WADEE STUDY GEOUP 
.. 

contents 

Recent Recoveries ..... . 
N.E. •reenland E•ped•tion 
Norwa•T EX.. ped•tion 

ß . •'• of Jack S•pe ' ß 
Fo• •ge• W•rs • •t• • 1•7• .. ' 

. •t•e• Plover •. E.Soot• '" . 

Au%•..W•S • t• 0• Heb•es. '" 
. . Reo•t. ••cat•s on •ers . .'.' ' 

' A•esa•w 
• . . 

. 

. ,...:.. 
. . 

*. 

Uith tb•-• b,,1]etin you w•ll_have received a copy of the.•utes of the 
meeting which was held on 2•th September. Unfortun•te• i.% was not possiB. le to 
invite everyone of the 200 WS• members,soT hope those who Were not there w•ll take 
the opportunity to read these Minutes.. Several points are of general interest 
an• may no .doubm invoke o•m-ent from you. If you have an• points arising from 
these Minutes, 'or an• separate points you wish to r•Lse• •on•t forget that %here 

is a full meeting of the W8S to Be held during. the Saturday evening o.f the Ringing and Migration Conferend.e, which will be during the 'we..•.kend 10 '12th .... 
January 1•75. ...... ':_ 

Tt woul• obviousl• be helpful if you ooul• give some notice of the points:. 
to be raised and if you write to me at Tring I will •aure that they are inol,,aed 
in the Agenda. 

ß 

., 
,. 

Subscriptions .- 
ß 

This •s ø Just a ram*•dcr in case any of you h•ve not yet p•i• your •0p annual 
subscripti .cn•f9r 1•?•. If you would sen• it (..macle payable to R. Biz•h'•. waele•,.. 
3ruby $roup)'to Ron Birch, 8 T•.omberry Close, 8mu•11, Chester, it"•oul•. saY's" 
us considerable time an• axpense•. •oi•enta•ll•, its much easier to pa• E1 fo• 
two years subsoription when you renew it• 
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Recent Recovez•es 

0ystercatcher 

Ad 20.. 9.66 Conway Bay 
1Y 8.3 ß 70 Morecambe Bay 
Ad 5.9.63 Burry Inlet x Sk•gar, Iceland 25.4.74 
Ad 3.lt,68 .... Morecambe Bay v Southerness 18.3.73 

x Blomsturvel 1 • r, Ic elsrid 10. ?. 74 
Ad 21.9.66 Conway Bay v Fa•oes 22.7.7• 
•-• 9.12.72 " " v "ß mi• 6.74 
Ad 23.11.69 Morecambe • x "' mid 5.74 
Juv 22.10.67 Wash x NoxeLlsad, Norway 21.7.74 
• 8.3 ß 70 " x Ro•. land, " 2•.4.74 
Ad 30.1.71 " x Hor•aland, " 1.7.74 
Ad 30.1. ?I " v Rogaland, " 8.7.74 
1Y ß 22.8.71 :" x " " 2•.4.74 
Ad 20.2.72 " x S•r. Tr•ndelag, Norway 2•.7.74 
IY 13.2.71 Swale x •riesl_•nd, Netherlands 12.4.74 
Juv 21.10.72 Portsmouth Harbour + Noz•, France 17.8.74 
.•d 3.11.68 Morecambe Bay x Noss, Shetland 13.8.74 
Ad 23.11.69 " " x Westray, Orkney s,•m-r 74. •' 

x 'Bulandshr. :Iceland aut. 71, 72 or 73 
X If If If It .' . 

Eight Oyste. rc•tchers 'ringed in Morecamde B•y (4) the Burry Inle• (3) 
recovere• on. bree6ing grounds ßin Scotland. .. 

L•pwing 

11.6.69 
1B.12.70 

Abbert c•, Essex ß 

Bristol, Somerse• 
x No• Ho!!aad , Netherlaads 21.7.74 
+ ½tu•a• Real, Spain "16,2.71 

R/n•ed Plover 

Ad 22.8.?1 
Ad 20.5.73 
1Y 23.12.69 

Langsta•e Harbour + ScoresbylaW, NE Greenland 25.7.74 
North Solway v. " ' 18.7- 74 
Morec•mbe' Bay v Skanor, Sweden 1•. ?. 74 

Little R/n•e• Plover 

•,11 us 'i6:6.7• Leiqester_ 

Turnstone 

A& •. l0.73 Fifenes s, 
Ad 31.8.69 Wash 
:',d.- 27• 9.69 " 

*•d •.10.70 Morecambe Bay 
Ad 10•12.72 Peterhead, Aberdeen 
Ad '10 ß 3.7•- Kincard/neshire 
•,d 25.•.7G Wash 
Ad •.8.73 Hayle, Cornwall 
Ad .2z,..9..72'.. Morecambe Bay 

1.9.73 Dee 

x Bou. Salem, Tuni•h• 5.8.?4 ' 
o ,, 

ß ,* .. 

x • ]-esmere Isl. Canada 23.6.74 
+ Herberto, N.W. Greenlend 2.7.74 
+ " " " 2.7- 74 
+ " " " 2.7 ß 74 
+ " " " 2. ?. 74 
+ Thule, " " 0.6.74 
x Thorshorn, Iceland 8.6.74 
x FArmmark, Norway 25.6.74 
x N.Atlantic c500 m• • es 

NN• of C.•innisterre 
Du•lon 
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FG 28.10.73 Sevenoaks, Kent 
PJ 20.2.7',4. Shaftsbury• Dorset 

ß 

Woodcock 
--__ 

.',! 

• 2?.10.?l'.. Fair Isle 

•".' ß 
Curlew 

FG 13.1.67 (& 4.11.71) Poo•Harbour 
•'• 18.9.73 Skokholm, Pemhs 

0viejo, 
jyll,•d, Denmark- 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Halland, Sweden 
Vltelan•, Netherlands 

28.7.7/+ 

5,,7.7Z,- 
28.5.W+ 

Re-•..•h.-,.nk 
.. 

Juv œ1.8.67 Wash v Reykjavik,.•c•la• 
A:I 1.1.72 Wash v " '" 
Pj 2•. 3.70 Mor•a•e 
1Y 2!.]2'.•3. C••t•e,.2•s x R••a• " 1•.6•: 

:' 6 • 74 Abe•een ' ß P,•11 •,. ' v V••' Ne•erl• •.8.7• ß • . . 

•.•.•.•0 •fe Ness, •e m •pool, •0s• 2•'6.7•' 
•J ;:.= 9.68 Bu•yo S•fo• ' • Se=!e• Yo•. 16.6:.• 

•.,.2•'/1 Dee. .. 

The last five of tho.se birds are of partioular interest, ind•catin 6 win•e• areas 
of D•%tish breeders. • . . ; . ; . 

• ß .': © *. • .. . 
-, , •. ß . . ß . ß : e•j. & '' . .. . 

•Mot ß ' . 

Juv 8'.9,63 

Ad 19.2'.71 

Ad 22• 12• •;8' 
Ad 22.1•o.68 
Ad 9.10.69 
Ad 8.2.70 - 
Ad 27 •4. W. 
Ad 21.12.72 
_"3 21.12.72 
Ai 28 

ld 23.•.68 
"" 13 q 69 
Ad 13.9.69 
Aa 13.m.69 

A• 19,2,72 
PJ 11.8.71 
PJ il.8.71 
PJ 11.8.• 
A• 8.1o.72 
A& 8.10.72 
A• 8.10.72 ,' 

Wash 

Wash 

Mor'ecambe Bay 
' I! II 

.. 
.., 

II I1 

II II 

ß .' _ ß f, . ß 

".' 

II 

l! 

I! 

I! 



22.12.68 
8.2.70 
10.H.70 
3.3.73 
2•.11.65 
$1.8.71 
19•.72 

Morecambe Bay 
t! t! 

Dee 

Wash .. 
t! . 

ß . 

+ Herberto, NW Greenland 2.7.74 
+ ' " " " 2.7 ß 74 
+ " ' "' " 2.7 
+ " "" " 2. 7.7H 
+ Godbarn; SW Greenland 6.6.7H 
+ " " " 2 8.7- 7H 
+- " " " 

Pur•ie Sand•io er 

1Y 18..'9;69. Isle of Nay, Fife +" Herbaland, Norway 5.6.7H 

28.8 ..72 Wash 
18.8.67 Swale 

Ad 23.12.B9 

ß + Kara Sea, U.S.S.R, ß" 2.6. 
x 50 m•!es '•J• of Snaefellsness" 

Norecambe Bay. 
Icel-nd 

x 200 miles E of Firth of 

ß Forth • 5. 74 
Ad i5.1.•9. " " v Finnmark, Norway 13.7.7H 
Ld 6.9;.70 Humber. v " "" 2•. 7.74 . 
1Y 27.2• 71 '•ash v " " 23 ß 7.. 7• 
PJ 8.9.Y2• Lundy, Devon ß .' v " "' 2•.7.74 

ß . 

ß - 

9.5.?H 

r.•rge numbers (58) ef Dunlin were cont.'•011e• in Sweden in Au2umn 1974 - 
of them is below. All were aAults unless mentioned 

ß 
ß . 

Controlled at Torham .'• " : ' ß 
. 

ß 

Wash: 12.8;68, 5.12.71.' .28.8.72."' " 
Kent: 1•.10.63, 19.1.7H, Humber 30.3.7• 

Controlled at Jonkoping . 
Kent 31.8.70 (juv); Wash 22.8.71 ..... ' " 

Controllei at 0ttenby 
Wash: 1.10.66, 21.8.67, 11.8.68, 11.1.70, 11.8.71, 7.10.72, 31.7.73, %.8.73. 
Dee: 12.11.66, 9.11.69, 10.12,69,'29.1.72, 18.8.73. 
Morecambe Ba•: 17.9.69, 21.12.70, 17.2.73, 11.5.74. 
Humber: 13.9.68, .11.9.71. 2•.3.74;. Kent: 31o10.62 (juv), 17.10.63 
Burley.: •0.10.70, 25.2.72 (Juv); Portsmouth Hbr: 5.3.72, 29.12.73 (Juv) 
For•h:.•.12.70; Pembs: 22.1.72; Caerns: 3.3'.73; Severn: 8.1•.67; 
Plyre: 13..2.7• (•uv) 

• . 

•ontrolled around Malinehum '... 

Dee: 10.•2.69, 2.1.71, 3.1.71, •9;1;.72, 29.1.72, 13'...2.71, 23•12•72 (Juv) 
ash. .1.70 5..72 (Juv), " 
•n•us: 27.2.71 (•uv) ,' 23.2. • (J•v) 
Morecamhe Bay: 5.H. 70"(Juv):'• 4.5.:?H. Conway : 3.3.•, l•.10.73'(Juv) 
Pembs: 22.1.72. :: ,. 

ß 

: 

: 

0tho. r fore.ign recoveries were : 

.-',d 2H.10.•8[ Dee 
Ad 10.1.70 Wash 
Ad 29.1.72 . Dee 
Ad 17.2•7• ß Morecambe Ba• 
PJ 28.7.7} . " " 
A• 7.9.67.. 
Juv 8,10,.72'. Poole Ha•our 
'" 2.6.73 , Doe 
ld 27.10.7•, 3ovor• 
•. 2.9.Y3. ß Wash 

x 3 Jaelland, Denmark 3.8.7H ' 
x Jylland " en• 
x .' " " 16.5.?•' ' 
v S Jaelland " 1.8.7H ' 
v " " Z+-7. 
x •ohleswig Holstein, W...Germany 11.8.7• 
v Vileland, Netherlands 23.8.?• 
v " " 9.8,74 
V " " 'ß' 21,8,7• 
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Lon• distance British _recoveries were:' 

,',d 20 ß 11.71 Langst ,one Hbr ß 
Juv 28.7.72 Spey, Mora•- 
Juv 28.8.72 Wash 
Juv 29.8.72 Belfast, Do• 
Ld 2.6.7.3 Dee 
Juv '15.10.73 Poole Harbour 
•d 11.5.7• Morecambe Bay 

.V Brad•-mll, Essex 
v Swale', Kent 
x Tongue, Sutherland 
v Hayle, O ornw,1 l 
v, Teesm0Uth 

.v Oanvey,' Essex 
v Swale; Kent 

18;8.7• 
20.7.74 
•.7.7z,. 
;.,..8.7• 
t8.8.7;+ 
16.8.7z,. 
20.7.7• 

Sanderl•--u• 

•,.d •.8.68 (& 17.5.•9 
;.d 17.5.69 Wash 

Wash +-.-Calvazlos, France lZ;8.74 
+ " "12.8.74 

$.H. $reen 

Readers of r•dke Pienkowski's account, (in Bulletin No.12) of the early d•ys 
of this expedition will have learnt that following shipping problems in Iceland 
and •uy Morrison's appe, •J•citis in Greenland, we were able to settle to Serious 
waaer studies. These continued in several different V-alley systems until' we 
returned to Britain 16 i•ugust.. 

•s leader of the Wa•er St u•y Group .E•pe•ition I took the prec.•ution of getting 
transported by helicopter as far from the 'civilisatic• • of Mestersvig as I 
could and, as it'turned out, Mike was. left (Quite unintentional,ly) holding the 
baby'. HaVing l•d several wader ex•itions b•m-•elf he haA come on this one as a 
'member' expecting to have a nice holiday peace/•,lly watching Ringe• 'Plover, $ut 
instead found himmel• king-pin radio operator, public relations of•.icer, ch&ef 
negotiator for helicopters to get us back to Meator,rig when the pack ice refused 
•o •reak (and the boat leaked:ar6•vay) and innumerable other unexpected jobs. 
I hope his o.•n work on Ringed Plover br•...eding behaViour an• feecling ecology did - 
not suffer too much. We are all very grat. eful to him. ß 

The results.of the ex•d•tion's bir• Catching an• ringing are shown in Table I. 
The numbers do not seem large by cannon netting standard, but each wader has to be 
individunlly caught, UsUally at the nest, and the •mount o• work an• effort 
required to produce these totals is very great. • the birds were weighed, 
mo:.sured, photographed, dye marked and colour ringed. The results of the latter 
are most exciting an• the number of sightings in Britain of these marke•"bix•s are 
listed in Tahl• 2. THe technique is ob .viously a powerf•. one in wader studies of 
this type, but it must be used with care. Anyone con•i•.'ring.suq...h.&.scheme murat 
feel honour-bound to consult with the BT0 first to avoid overlapping of schemes and 
invalidation of each other's work. •e are most grateful to the BT0 for the 
publicity given to our scheme and to Tony Prater who l•s acted as receiver-of- 
reports. Several other ornithological journals also asked for people to watch 
for marked waders. There is still time for more records. We hope you will all 
s•i/1 keep a look-out for colour rings, even though d•ed feathers may now have 
moulted. 

We have also had report of a Ringed Plover rimmed as a p,,11us in Greenlan• 
berg run over by a car near Bergen in No•my. In Greenland we found two 
Ringed Plovers carrying British rings. One ringed on the Solway 20th M•V 1973 
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and the other at Farlington 22 Lugust .1971.. Incidentally Stuart Brown ma•e 
excellent use of ou• enforced stay in Iceland.by reading by telescope the ring •' 
numbers of two. Redshank breeding near Reykjavik airport - both had been ,ringed 
at Snettisham at the •sh, one on 21 August 67 and the other 1 Jan 1972.' " 

ß 

Of the si.ghtings of dye-marked birds t•e'SAnderling are most exciting. They 
are the first proven records of HE Greenland bree 'ding b'i'rds in Britain and confirm 
predictions made from other data. They should now be migrating further south 
down the '•est ,•œrican coast. ........ 

ß 

ß 

The measurements collected from the breeding birds will be publi•hsd.in due 
course and be available for couperetire studies. I have already made some 
preliminary conparimons •wlth Dunl. in and .Ringed Plover caught in May on passage in 
Vgales and they help in confirming our identification of Greenland birds at that 
time. ; ß 

In addition to the ringing and associated activities we coll,ected muc• other 
dat• ,%oout waders based on 'territory'. When breed/rig bird.s: were located special. 
printed cards were filled in. These recorded •dic•tions of breedin• activity 
(song :"!ight, disp'.ay &c), details of habitat (topography, vegetation), nest 
records, egg weights and measurements arml details of any adults and pulli caught. 
:/e used about 350 of these cards and they contain • large amount of information.' .. 
which on analysis will give details of habitat preœerencos :of each species, dates 
of breeding, growth r•tos of pulli and so on. 

All sightings and territories were plotted on maps or aerial photographs 
•nd we built u• a complete record of the w•ers in all the places visited. 
These maps give us a •' ,ue picture of the density and •imtribution of wa•ers over 
a large area. 

One interesting discovery we made was that o•ly, iz• the season •he snow cover 
varied greatly from valley to valley and hence' the"date of the start of breeaiug 
varied also. •fe.found at leas• 10 days •*forQnco in tt ,m4,ug of breeding in 
valleys only 25 km apart. These differenco• could mean .•11 •he difference 
between. suc6essful and unsuccessful breeding in mr• given, year and general remarks 
about 'non-breeding' or 'poor breeding' over t•' whole coast of NE Greenland should 
be viewed with caution. The mountainous .natur• of the coun. try m•' well mean that 
at least some •f the birds breed success•5,•ly every year. "ß 

ß 
ß 

We are extremely grateful to all our. well-wishers, •spons.ors,• and innumerable 
people who have helped the expedition in one way or another. The •ader Study • . 
Group h•lf of the expedition meshed very well •'•th ß the Dundee University 
and we hope that the cornDined study of Ringed Plover ecology will be fruitful. 
T very much appreciate the u•dorstand•ng shown by joint leader Jeremy'Greenwood ' 
of the eccentric and ext:•mely expensive demands ma•e ;on the whole expedition 
by zhe Wader Study Group,- . 

NE Greenlend is a magnificant pax•' of the' world end as Salomonsen writes on 
the last page of the 'Lrctic Year' "Those.who' have been. to the Arctic al .wmy.s ' 

ok 'f ' lon• to go ba .............. . .- ß 
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- TO• OF BIRD• RI•D 

5. 
6. 
7- 
8. 
9. 

10. 

LI. 
12. 

Species Pull Juv L•ult Total 

Barnacle Goose 1 0 0 11 
Lcag-t •il ed Duck 0 0 1 1 
Glacous Gull 0 0 3 3 
Long-tailed Skua 0 0 
i•ctic Tern 30 0 58 88 
Turns•one 33 6 
Ringed Plover 53 1 
Knot 10 2 ß 2 
DunLtn 59 
Sanderling -' 69' 
Wheatear 0 1 2 
Snow Bunting •9 ; 53 20 102 

ß 

,3o• - -89 190 583 
ß 

ß 
ß 

One Ringed Plo•er carried a British ring. 

In addition 3 puilu Knot were marke• with colour rings only as no metal ' 
. . 

.- rings were availabler J .. 

T•BLE 2 

Sanderling 
Sanderling 
Sanderling 
Sanderling 
Sanderling 
Sanderling 
Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 

-Riaged Plover 
Turnstone 
Dunlin 

i 

.. 

The Wash, Norfolk 
Pembrey,. Carmarth• ß 
3 oLIly Islands 
Bull!&: Bay, Northumberland 
San• B•F Somerset 
Padstow, Cornwall 
Ythnn Estuary, Lbordeon 
Montrose Basin, Dundee 
Hayergate Is. Suffolk 
Bribewater Bay, Somerset 
Severn Beach, Glos. 
C olliest ca, Ythan Est 

ß 

ß 

NinSmere, Suffolk 
Burry Port, Oarmax•hon 
Swansea Bay, Glamorgan 

20-2• Lugust ' " 
16 August' 
27 Au•.Aat until 3 September 
7 ' September ' 
1 September 
details not yet. in 
26 4ugust -'' 
20 'August :'.. 
•+ SopromPer '" 
18 4u• .us.• until 15 Septeaber 
,8 September ..... 
3 September Probab• a•fere• 

bird to No.6 
ß 12 September 
28 Zugust until 1 Septemhe• 
!• September ß __-'. .... 
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WADER EXPEDITION TO NORWLY• 197• 

Kate Losselis ....... . 
ß . 

The expedition spent July and Lugust on the north shoF, e ' of the Varangerfjor• 
• • Norway. The fjo• opens to' %h• eks•' •'6•' Rus '• abou• 80'• away 
at 70øN: 30 • E - ne•ly •s f• noah as the $re•l• expe•tion, bu• Wi• a m•h 
.•aer cl•te .- tho• snow h• ne•ly comp10•ety mel•e• when we •ve•. • e•ly 
July. The fjord is about •0 • long, v•th reasonably •ontly slop•g 
(it is not a t•i•al •jor•) • roc• bo•hes •th occasion• s•y b•&, ..... 
•e •1 tres• • bi•h scab at the weste• end, bu• where we were 'C•C 
•here were only o•asional s• bushes. . 

. 

Most of July •as sp•t se•c• for w•er p•, panically on 
between the roa• an• the sea. T•s area has 1• • vegetation ('less' t• '20 cm. 
• • abou• 80%• cover) plus occasional bushes, together wi• l•g9 poo•' abou• 
100 m. in •ameter, • mars• areas of v•g o•ont. R•6e• PIover • T•- 
stone were bree•n• • the • areas • D•, Ro•s• • Re•-necke• P••opo 
.• the wetter arena. fm entirely man-m•e •bi•a•, a scmape about 5m • • 2m 
deep produce• alongside the roa• du•6 •a• const•ction, was p•io•• 
i::,po•t for bree•g R•6e• Plover." The'vege•a•ion ha• not yet regenerate• 
• those scrapes • there •ere s•ow pools • t• bo•ton of them. •ere 
also one larger. area of s'•• habi•t a• a gravel pi• • b•ee•g •ge• 
Plovers. Inl•a there • a plateau with low • vege•ati•, occasion' 
•p areas, •d 1.•ge pools. T•stone, D•I• an• $ol•n Plover nest • the 
d• areas. • a•tion to the species of •ch we c•t p• the fo•o• 
s•cies are pzobable b. •e•ers (con•e• bree•g •r•ne•) : Oystercatche•, 
Little St•t, P•ple Sm•dpi•r, R•f, S•tte• Re••, V;oo• S•piper, Ba•ta• 
So,wit, C•lew, Wa•e• '•,• • •. were a• c•t• by •, .•• •y. leostag a bree•g 
pa• • •hen • • '•.g '•d •it• for the c•c• to m•ge - the car proved •va•ble 
as a hide• ..... 

ß .,• A.•st was sp•t- catc•g ad•t •ssage b•s on rotting be•s of • • also 
-Off"2ome' pa•i•Ily till pools. We used. s•i$ • •st nets (50% of the catch) 
•re mesh walk • traps (•) •d clap n•ta (10•. •t•y we •st netted 
• day•t, but by •d-Lugust it get •k at •$t. 

Ring•g totals wore as Follows: .... " 
ß . 

ß 

Species . . Ringed: Full-grown .P'-'11. ,retrmp oontrol total 

,-: :.: =,,IA•.•le..•t. fn.• ".. 152 : .... 32 .... 
T '•inc.ks .' st•ug. 10 5 1 1 17. 
P, iuged P] over 39 ,•? , ..1• 5' ': 97'"' 

T•stone ' '-..- 
•le S•dpiper 15 
B•r-t•ed Godv•t 
Grey Plover I '' 1 
Golden Plover 1 
•ed-neokad •l•rope 26 i I I 29 
Curlew S•dpipur I 1 

Snipe I 

Wader total: 2317 83 733 25 3075 

We •lso ringed a further 365 non-waders incl•,•_ug 3 Rough-legged Bumzar• pulli 
and an adult Hawk 0wl. 
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Most' of the controls were ringed by Norweginn ringers locally earnlief in. the 
3•mmere ............ 

ß 

The majority of the waders ringed were juveniles-of the 1850 Dun]/n ringed 
only 17 were adults. The main adult passage 'was very oono•trated- 1000 to 
2000 a•ults were on the beach for only 2• hours on the 22-23 July. Oompared 
with thi• t•e juvenile passage was leisurely and extorted throughout œugust. 
• Frelim/nary. analysis of the Dunli• hienettles is presented below. 
[lean' w/ng length : a•ults 1LB.1 mn 

..juvs l0.S = (ruge 11-10 m)' 
=ean bill lengths: adults 32ø? mn " 

Juvs 32.1. = (re 22-0 
(the significance of these has not been tested) "" 
Some of 2he juvenile.birds had probably..not completed •rowth. 

Of the 17 adults, 6 were not moulting, 9 were in active moult, and 2 were in 
arrested noult (one of which ha• also arrested moult of the inner and outer 
•econ&aries). 

ß 

Pass•e •uveniies were retr=ppud up to 28' d•s after rin•in•, and ? controls 
•ith Russian rings in•,ated the probable origin of the birds. There were weight 
gains of up to 2 •/day and one juvenile weighed 70 gas. 

Ringed Plover biometrics:. 

juvs 1•9.0 •n •range 1I•-1•' 'sample size 33 
The •uvenile with win c length 115 mm still h,• d•m on the neck 

The '•nly speoi.es of • we caught a •re•te• number of adults than juveniles 
was Purple Sandpiper. All 15 birds' were a•u!ts , •n• 11 of then were in moult. 
Conparing Dunlin and, Purple sandpiper. moult, Purple 3•n•Fiper h•d an average of 
• 6Toying feathere among the bird• in active moult (m•__•4.mun 6), -•nd Dun]•n •n 
average of i.1 •T0. wing feathers among the birds in active moult (m•cim•. 2). 
Purple Sandpiper is the only species which w•nters in the Var•nger•Jord are& 
which p•obably explo/ns the presence. of adults (bu• not the absence of juveniles) 
and also the more normal rate of moult compared with the'slow moult of the 

•__.• THE JACK SNIPE• LI"/NOCR• MIN•2• 

8• individuals of the Jack Snipe caught at Ornithological Station Vigra, 
M•re & Romsd.-/ Co., Western Norway, during autumn migration 1969-73 have been 
exa..•tned. Parallel to studying plumage characters, also other ageing characters 
have been noticed. 

Re•.•u•ng n•t•l down on the oil gland feather-tuft is characteristic for Juvenile 
-#aders of •tV species, especi.-•y during the first •igration period. Of course• 
this character is lost rather soon and is therefore not useful for ageing 
throughout late autumn cn• winter. It has been used as a basis for control.ling 
piunage characters. •.•ewiso primary moult has been use• as an ageing criterion 
for controlling plumage pattern in a•ults. 



i '• i ß 

Crown-band 

P/•ttern of Back 

Tertiaries 

Rump. feathers 

Middle pair oœ 
Rectrices 

rootrices .. 

Primaries 

Pr• •ry coverts 

Flanks 

Legs 

0. 

Juvenile 
i . i 

Black, more or less spotted 
brown. 

ß 

Rich on contrast. Glossy 
.. 

gree• on innS• web of scapulars 
patterned r'ufo• brown. Outer 
Web bright yellow. 

ß Inner web greyish browh, 
curer web havin& four less. 
distinc• cross-bars an• 
two irregular longitudinal 
stripes. 

Glossy purple black •rith • 
narrow, white edge acrossß . 
the tip. 

Pointed, excep.tionally more 
rounded at the ..vOry tip. 
Black area along the. f.e•..ther 
'shaft s.harply pointed 
towards the tip, contrasting 
to rufous brown edges. 2-3 
.uncomplete crbss-bars on 
outer web towards %he. miss1 e .. 
o•' +,he feather. 

Mainly •fuse. patterned 
greyish bros. The outer- 
most pair being lightest ar• 
most uniform in colour. 

.) . 

Having diffuse, '•or• or less 
whitish grey tips on 'inner 
six. 

Narrow white' edge' on inner 
web, a square whi. te spot'on. ß 
outer web of no. 7-9. 

Less markedly streaked 
.. 

ß . 

.... 

Yellowish grey, with or 
without dark spots around the 
intertarsal joint.-- 

.. 

.. 

•'ldult' 

Ilar•ly with any brown 

ß Not so rich in contrasts. 

Hardly v•ith any brown nn 
inner web being paler 
than in j•venile. 

Three distinct, longitudinal 
stripes •long outer web, 
moro or less contin 'u•ug across 
inner web. 

Edged narrow white around 
the tip. .-- 

Having broader and more 
rounded tips, though somewhat* 
longated• The pattern being 
more irregular , the. edges 
being broader and yellowish 
brown. ß 

More rounded, darker and with 
more •istinct' pattern than in" 
Juveniles. '-.- *-' 

.. 

.. 

Sharply tipped white on t•- 
inner eight, broadest on the-. 
inner•o st ß ' ' :': 

ß . 

.• . 

Tipped white, hardly with aror 
d•'•foronces from inner to 

outer web of no.. 7-9. 

More m_•rlced!3:' 'streaked.. 
ß 

Yellowish grey. 



ß y•ter•=tchor 

.. 

Juv •. 7.6• 
Pull U+.5.71 
P=.. 26.8.65 
Pull }. 6.6• 
1•,• • 6.6.71 
Pull 19..5..72 
P• 31.5•72 

Oo3Ae• Pl. over 

•:• • 2•.8.73 
•.,.' 11.3.61 

.Rin•ed Plove. r 

4d, 9.8.72 
1¾ 7.8.72 
1Y 7.8.72 
1Y 5.1o.73 
Pull, 12.8.69 
l:',f• !_. 15.6.73 
Pu.l• 17.5•72 
Pull 22.6.72 
Pull 7.6.73 

Turnstone 
ß 

Ad 25.5.71 

Snipe 

• 12.8.70 
IY 2.8•8.69 
• 1/..8.70 
1• 1.l.8.71 
• 22.8.71 
• 15.7.72 
• 20.8.72 

• 25.8.73 
Pull 13.6.72 

, . . 

: 

FOREIGN RIDDED ¾•D• RE•O•E•' IN •RIT&IN ..IN 1973. 

0 

North Solway 

•ash 

North Solway 
•=rsmsh, Hast s 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

.. 

1•]• •r16•X'Z•,. L•m•l-•ck 
½.• l*ord, Co.Down 
'Felixstowe, Suffolk .. 
Lincoln 

Leiston, Suffolk 
Milaenhall, 

' Hook•o:kl, Norfol• 
Hi•, Herts 

Vestmannal;yJar,: Ioela• +. Co.Westmemth 
•rie•cl, Netherlands 'x Herno Bay• Kent 

17.9.75 
25.1', ;75 
2.5.11.7,• 
17.3.73 
18.3.73 
19.9.7• 

}1.12,7• 
0.2;7• 
!5./+.7•' 

1/•1.75 
7.8.7j• 
18.X2.7• 

Sko•arnes, Iceland 
More & Romsdal, Norwa• 

It ff ß ff 

Rostock, D.D.R. v 
Hi•&lansee " v ß 

Nie•ersaohsen, B.D.R. v 
IJpol•rs, Netherlands v 
Ijsselmeerpol•ers," v 

Iceland 
ß 

ß 

Mikoszewo, PoLand 
Hame, Finl• 

Halland, Sweden 
•kanor, " 
Halland, " 
Skanor, • 
HallmsS, " 
Hor•aland, Norway 

Morecamho Bay 
Ha•le, Cornwall 
Nor• h 801wmy 

Conway 
Ha0rle 
Conway. 

Mo••e • 
. 

.' 

v Fife Ness, •lfe 

'L•..' rd, Ireland 
Louth, Lines. 
Lotdester 

.•aatlerea , Roscorerum :"' 
Barrow, Lein s. 
Earl Soham, Suffolk 
Grina],for•, Der•T 

- Bevenoaka, Ken• 

29,4.•75 
:U•8.75 

•..10.75 
•..10.75 
•..8.7'5 ' 

2.8.73 
9.9.7• 

, 8.1.7• 
16.1.7} 
1;10.7• 
1•.5.7• 

20.1.7} 
19,10.7} 
Z1.10.75 
7.1.7,• 



FG 

PJ 

Ad 

13.5.68, Schleaing-Holstein, BDR 
17.8.7! Ha•burg, BDR 
31.7-73 Nordrheim Wes•klen, 
l• 8 ß 73 Munster, " 
18.8.73 " " 
8.9.68 Utrecht, Nothe• •lands 
3 ß lO. 68 T•xel, 
30.7.71 Noord Holland, " 

Woo&cock' 

Ju•' : 
PJ. . 

ß 

C•rlow 

l•.lO,71 
7.11,69 
5,4.70. 
27.10.71 
5111.72 
8,11,,.72 
25.10.73 
'28.3.72 
11o11,73 

Pull 7-7-73 
Pull 29 ß 6,73 
P,,• 10.7.73 
Pu/1 845.60 
P-• •.6.73 
1Y 13.8.66 

Horda•d, Norway 
Jylland, Denmark 

f! I! 

tf 

ii It 

II ii 

Sark, C.I. 
ß 

: 

0ulu, Finlaud 
Norrbotten, Sweden 

I! II 

Noord t•olland• Netherlands 
Drenthe, ,B x 
Zeeland, " 

+ G,,tldford, Surrey .. 
v Manchester 
+ E.Ire!and ß 

v •naresborough, Yorks; 
'+ Pevensey, Sussex . ' 
v Derby' • - ß 

ß . Banagher; 0ffaly - 
ß . 

Forfar, l, ngus 
Ken •do.1, Westmorland ß 
Norwi• h '. ' 

Ipswich : .'' 
oai½o; .Bes "'- 

Libhook, •ants ß 

x" Niton, 1.0.W. 

Lett. erkenny, Donegal 
HolbeacB, '•7ash 
Kitty, Wash 

v CarnAl, Cornwall 
Newquay, " 
Fareham, Hants 

Whim•rel 

FG L22.7.69 Zeebrugge; ß Belgium 

Pull .20•7.72 

ß 

S'•dd•nmr, Ic elan• 

PuLl 2J•, 6-73 Bar•astrandar, " 
p•,l 1 23 ß 7- 73 :' " 
Juv 25 ß 7.72 Hafnarf j ordur, " 
PJ 28.10.73 Viiel'rod, Netherlands 

ß 

,, 

Maldon, Essex 

x Noz•h Bull, Dublin 

x Edinburgh 
x Bellarot 

v Morecanbe B•y 
+ Sandwich, Kent 

18.1.73 
lO,3.73 
1•,11,73 
7,..10,73 
15.12.73 
23.2.73 
ß20.10.73 
9.12.,73 

3.12.73 
6.1.73 . -. 
13.1.73 

0; 12.72 
1!'.3.73 
•6.11.73 
17;11,73 
26.12.7• 

ß 6.11.73 
6.10.73 

ß .. -'.',.5;8.7•' ' 
5.8.73 

ß '5.1.73 
.. . 

12. 9.72 -.- . 
ß ß ; 

17.11.73 
' ß 27.12.73 

25.10.7• ." 
1.12.7• 

ß ß 

T• ß ,o follo.dng table s,.tm•arises the Icelan•c ringed Knot controlled in Brit• 
by months.. ß . ß ß • 

Controlled •a•h Morecambe B•¾ ß ' 
Rimgod Spr•..$ Oct. Nov. .Jan, Feb, March (2) ' ' 

ß ß Autumn Oat. .Feb. March '" ' 
ß 

Purple San oe.r. .: ' ., ß 

ß 
ß 

ß ß .. e. •.' 

FG' '•2.8,68 Revtangen, Noz•my : v Isle of Mmy, Fife 22.12.73 
ß 

. . 

ß 

. ., 

ß e ... 



Too many. Dunlira .were controlled and recovered in Britain to •eta•l f•. 
Details are. given for bi•lA from countries with few reooveries, the rest are 
s,,•,rised in .a' table. ß 

.'ld .3.8.72 Gr.' 4inov Isl. U•SR + Mersey 8•73 
PJ 9.8.71 U•Woszewo,: Po•-.•nd v Tay 3.5.73 
1g 26.8•73 " " v •ic•ow • •.75 
1Y 3.•-73 '" " v Burley S•o• 
Juv 7.•.69 Meo•nb•g, D.D.R. v' •pole, Dorset 1•.2.7• 
• •.9.73 " " v Poole H•b•r •.•.7• 

4• 26.7.• ••s, Ioel•a v Dee 29.7.7• 
" .. v Moreo•be B• 29.•. 7• Ad 29;5.72 S•O•e•, . -. 

Rin•ed .... Ju•0ct. .... No, v; t,;arch April-June Total 

SanderlLu• - ._ 

Ad 16.7- 72 Lkr.ar, Iceland 
Juw 29. 9.72' 0ttenby, Sweden 

ß 

ß 

Wash 29.7.73 
Dundee 

'ARCTIC RINGED PLOV• IN F•ST]•; SCOTIJ, i'•. 

The presence of • othe• sub-species other than the .nom•umte race Charazlrium 
hiaticula hiaticula L.. has not been recorded from the Scottish mainland (Baxter ar• 
Rintoul, 195'•). The following note gives evidence which shows that there is an 
aut• passage of arctic braecLing bix•s in eastern SeoUland. 

On the 18th August 197N a sample of Ringed Plover (9 adults ar• 
was netted at Fife Ness and the•e birds were found to be anallet than thcs ß whiah 
had been trapped.at the nest on the coasts of •ife. and 4ngus by J. D•nba•. and 
m•self (Table 1). Tha mean wing lengths of the. samples were co?pare• 
'student' s' t-tes• and' Were four• to be signifio •antly •fferent (p -• 0'.001). .. 

ß . 

ß Mean wing Mean bill Mean 

,. o (.,,,.) 
Scottish breeding 
birds 21 138.1-+2,7 15o7..•0•6 

- 

ß 

18th 4ugusl; _. ,..-__ *- . 
u. ' 



Table 1. ¾lcigh•."' an,! m½:•surouonts of 'Ringed Plover c.'.•ug•t •t the ne4t • Scot• 
•d on passage 'in August. The •g lon•hs refer to ••;• cho•. 

ß . . ••tions •re a•o givenß , 
. 

.. 

It is' •kely t• the obse•ed •er•ce in.• leah is due to •g 
•o•e• as' described by Piu•kows• •d M•ton (197•) because, between •/J•y 
when the Sc•%i'sh bir•.s •:cre noes=red •d 2•U•at , •y v• sho•en•g wo•d •o•t 
to less the. •% (Adult •xot:: ,!ecre•se by 4•'over the y•.r) (••s• • •ton, 
1973). It is tkcrefore •ss•ed that the L•ust staple belongs bb a d•e•nt ß 
pc p•ati•n'• ' 

S•o.•--w'J•:,o'd-•.n-•e•t Plovers breed..• no•' '•'n re•ons. C.h. t•ae breeds 
• Spitsbergen, •.•.S•andJ•a'•a. aud •.•s'n•.a e•t to TchUt• p•s,,l,, 
•g l•th• :-an."•ing from 122,'-135 •-. (.17 b•s) (W!t•r• e•.•. l•}).. Ho•er, 
those •y not bc n:•.x'•num cko• mas•ments a• probab• •f• to m•e• s•s ß 
w•ch will havc• shr,.,•d:, •'..•upptentrio•a•s (= ps=•c•o==) (not recessed. b•... 
Witherby ot.al. ) b•'•ods •. Gruenland, Ic•d, •d Feeroes •d Green 
(1973) •%•o•eau •,•ng-':.h of 131.3.•.8 (=• cho•) for 12 fresh bi•s 
• Greenlend. Lt present i• is u•o• ',?hich of these two •p•mtions 
repres•te,l • the August s•ple. .- . 

It is not i•.-.pliod that the L•.•:st soz,plo is a pure One containLug only 
arctie birds: though it •-.y indeed be so. However, it must contain a high 
proportion of tne:a in order to give the significant •t•*ference in wing length. 

It. m• also be mentioned t.hat none of the adults-was in wing moult, at .m..t.i•..e. 
when ScottiAh' adults u-4ergo noult. 
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The Outer Hebridc:•' are '• ch•'Jun'•f i•3•n• 13g miles long .lying 30 m•les off. th•.• 
no•h•est co•t 0f th3 Scottish =%'•d. Dried v•eys give a, atrong• 
east coast, whc•o•.s' '•h• Atl•6, poun•e•-•st coast is o•ote•,s• •y m•les •.•.•' 
gloa• be•chos •tr•v• •th to• seaweed • bao• by m•• d•es •'•c•r'• 
The is•ds contain l•gc •ltc•i•l s•d •ats (stromds) rich in •ve•ebrate •e. 
Theusuals of lu$-•o• • •sts that dot the s•ace ' •d •att•gs • cooke she•s 
•e ovid•ce of t!•s. 

The position o:? the Outer Hebrides is also oœ interest• situated as they are 
off the NoW. coast of Britain-they would be the first possible landfall for Waders 
on direct 1Lu'e 'f•'om icelaud-or Greenland• Pn•st ornithological records (Baxter and 
Rintoul 1953) state t;' %t .large aut•.•n 'f!•ocks Of Sanderling =nd immense flocks .of 

ß 

. ß 



e .o 
ß 

R•ugo•, P•vur :•-au•...•here.' I•. wa• thereore of •nter.est to •ow more p•cis• 
whmt tb• n•bers•-w•e • •.' •asible to •te•ne the• o••s. 

, 

•ta. There are .5 najor-str• • the Uists/B•beo• grip •d assoc•ted •i•' 
3 of these we fo•d substantial •omts (300-500 b•). We aisc ce•e• '28 •, 

..:.• .•poa• beach an•.roo• oo•ta, • totes • •ven •'T$1e 1, ' T• seaweed 
s•9.•:-beaches we• fo•d to su•o• • d•si•. of waders, • old. fee• . 
z0nation was fo• •o•t tb2 waders on these be•hos; B••s • the Wato• 
S•erl• at its edge fo•o•g tho waves up a• d• •ge•'•l•er • t• •- 
••ed s•d, D•i• • wet p•to•s • ••e •o• the p•es of s•weea.-' 

. 

Ti.• I - Thu n•bers of w•ers r•o•ed on the 

I•nge• Plover ]566 

.: ::.:::=,• .. , • .... Re••k ' - .... " 7• 

, 

The appalling weather prev'FntJ• much '%l%oh•: ' 
British,race-:O•Us h:h•-•cu•t'aS; t•ey--h'•t lo•. ,w•s' (mean 

were in nou•t. P•b•s•ec• •-•ures, fO• thai,mean lhn•chs. 

::.•,•e S•er•6 wer=.a•o. oft•terest' 'aS-Zt•y too -•r• 
earner stages. 0n the kl.s• (• 197o Repo.) it is 

(espec•Ty •ge• Plover)' •o occ• • • N.U. •1•, e• a •eater 

aeferences: •, E.V• • ••,.' •;'•::1• •' .•e. •s'-of GR•, G.H..'•z '•.•.T•:,.: •.E; 1•}" '• '•••: •eot•- Univ. o••e0, 

. • ,..• 

...... 

•. 
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o•-sions are always welcome. In partic:ular, papers in local reports- are' easi!• 
missed. 
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