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The Expedition which includes the <ader Study Group party and a
. group. from Dundee University led by Jeramy Greenwood and studying other
- biological topics, flew into lestervig iir Station, NE Greenland on 25th
Juns. We had been delayed 2 days in Iteland while the advance party
were still trying to find all the r'cod ard equipment which had been lost
by the British shipping zgents. Through the co~operation of the Icelandic
Shipping Company, who specially docked a ship Tor us, we were able to search

twc vessels and find parts of cur cargc in esch.

Despite the delay, we found that snow still covered 70-80% of the
ground in the Mestersvig area, the season being 2-3 weeks late in this
particular locality. Relatively few waders secmed to have started
nesting but some Barnacle and Pink-footzad Geese, Gyr Falcons and Snow
Buntings already have young. The late season is beneficial in that we
are able to investigate the birds as thay start breeding but there may also
be disadvantages, such as if some species breed in smaller numbers than in
most years. - In the Mestersvig area many Ringed Plover territories are
well estab.._shed but no Sanderling or Dunlin nests have yetv been found.

‘Folloving the shippinz troubles, the Expediticn’:z second misfortune
seourred on tiae second dzy here when Guy Morrison was unfortunate snough
.c develope appendicitis. He and Angsla Morrison had to be flown out to
Zceland but we were pleased to hear that he is recovering well. = For the
first 11 days all the otrer 8 members of the wader study team were based
here at Mestersvi.; catching birds, finding territories and conducting
‘census work and other studies on the waders in this area. During this .
period 38 birds were ringad, inciuding 14 Ringed Plovers, 5 Sanderlings,

3 Glawcous Gulls, 5 Long~tailed Skuas and 10 Snow Buntings. All waders
were caught individually at the nz3t or at feeding sites and, as expected,
no flocks have teen seen. The firat camnon-netted catch in Greenland
resulted in.the ringing of tha 3 Gaucous Gulls, at least some members of' the
team feeling guite at home orn tha :zitation's rubbish tTip.

‘Becauge the cnly oractical ways to catoh waders on thiese breeding
grourds are at th2 nest and catching pulli, it is plamed to cover as
large an area as possible by distributing the group in teams of two over .
a fairly large section cf the coast (about 75 km). This was achieved by
helicopter on July 6th. ' o

. Tony Williams and Stuart Brown are on Treill Island (about 80 km
long by 25 km wide), 25 km across King Oscar Fjord from here. By radio
they told me last night %lhat the season is more advanced on ths south
facing slope there with less than 10% snow covere. They had caught their
first bird, a Ringed Plover, within 12 hours of arriving. Harry Green, the
lcader of the expediticn, and Clare Lloyd are 25 km south along the mainland
coast from here in Antarctics Havn (a vallsy 20 Xu by 2 lm) while Peter Ferms
and Greg Mudge are in Orsteds Dal, the next very large valley (6 ¥m. by more
than 30 km long) south ofthere. These teams will be in those areas ringing
ard censusing for the next 5 weeks by whieh *ime we hope that the fjord ice
will have melted so that they can be cocllceted by boat. Dave North and I
remain nere at Mestersvig to continue the detaziled census work, ringing and
other studies started by the whola party. The census work has started very
'well and ringing prosrpects look nromising. ‘e hope that all wader ringers
and watchers in U.K. and elsewhere will look out for colour-ringed and -dyed
waders. Please report any seen with details of colour, place, date, edoc.
to Tony Prater at the B.T.0. or directly to Haryy Green, Windy Ridge, Little



Oe

Comberton, Pershorc, Wicres., sJeople reporting such oirds will, of course,
be informed Bf ringing details.. One.of-the Ringed Plovers colour ringed

here by Harry Green and Tony Viiliams in. 1972 has again been sighted breeding

in this area and we arc Hopeful of further results by this method.

P.8. Jim and.Margaret Yilson arz to join the team from their home base in

Toceland, to malce the Zxpedition up to full strength. Guy and Angelsa Morrison -

are now back at ‘the dase camp holping out with lighter duties! (A.J.P:)

The timinz of wineg m.L.lt in some Pa.laearct:l.c waders
- ————*
“wiptaring in East z‘.f.r:x.ca ,

.zav:.d Pearson )

Palasarctic waders which winter at tempera.te latitudes usually complete
their main annual wing mcult in late summer or sarly autumn, either near
the breeding grounds or shortly after tlie completion of autumn mijration.
In either case, moult iz a rapid process involving extensive feather
replacement and high =nergy requirements over & period of a few weeks, and
oirds are vrually fully zoulted well bLefore the winter months.  The young
of such v >ies retain their juvenile flight feathiers throughout their first
vear- and uni.crgo their first moult when sbout a year old, only shortly
pefore the moult period of cilsr birds. '/ith species whieh mizrate to
zropical wintering areas tia 3i r.uam.on is very different. Adult wing molilt
i35 partly cor wholly delayed unsil after autumn migration and may begin as
*ate us October or even Novemper, persisting commonly into December,
January and in some cases March. The young of a number of smaller tropical
wintering specias undergc a complete moult of their flight feathers during
their first winter, thus Ffitting in an extra moult as compared with similar
species wintering at higher latitudes.

Since 1967 some 13,000 Palacarctic waders have been netted at the rift
valley lakes of southorn Xeny., sany of which were in moult..
Primary moult data have boen recorded for most birds caught, and in ‘many
species it has recently Seen possible to age first wintsr birds with
confidente. Observaticns ralating to the timing of primary moult in
the main species handled are summarised below. They serve to underline
the basic differences between tropical and temperate wintering popula-
tions, and to emphasise some of tho difficultics involved in interpreting
moult in Africa. They should provide material with which data from.
other tropical areas, art:Lcu.Larly in south and west Africa, could be
usefully compared. Information has been collected mainly at Lake Nakuru,
where 8,000 birds, yrlnc:.paJ.ly Little Stints, Ruffs and Marsh Sandpipers,
were ringed between 1967 and 1572, and Lake Magadi, where 3,000 birds,
mainly Little Stints with smaller numbers of Curlew Sandpipers, were
‘ringed during 1972/73 and 1973/74. Observations from Lake Hannington,
Lake Naivasha and Nairobi are also inoluded.
In addition to their complete wing and tail moult, many waders
" which winter in Bast Africa renew most- of all of their immermost
secondaries, tail feathers md inner wing coverts between January and
April in the course of their prenuptial moult. Whereas the pmma.ries
and the outer ten secondar:.es are usually replaced only once a year, .
the imner five secondaries (subsequently referred to as the tercm.ls)
are usually moulted twice. iHcwever; the timing of the partxal pre-
nuptial .moult is not dealt with fu.rtaar here.
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