e

The breast fcathers are tasilcnlly jold, with o bBrown !'shaft
triangle' (fiz k.)

The belly feathers are wnite edoed bHrovm.
I am conf'ident that the wbove criteria will ase Golden Plovers

until the beginning cf November with cert-inty, as they agree with
all but twc cf the 2ged nmuseun speoimens, which for several rcasons

I belicve tc be wrongly aged. It scens thoush that mest juveniles
undergo a bedy ncult from the chlhnlnﬁ of' Nevember cnviards vhich rmay
encompass the under. toil coverts, cither whelly or partially. -hrcp

specimens irn November, January ~nd llarch cxzhivited both zdult =nd
Juvenile under tail coverts, but threc specimens, i Novemcer, January
and Lpril, exhibited only Juvenile coverts. This, ~lon; with the
drop in numbers cf specimens from November ovnwnrds, which are ageable
as Jjuveniles, suvgests that at least some juveniles underge a complete
tail covert noult, ronderin,; them indistinguilshable r'rom adults.
Lbrasion cr wmcult of the breast and belly feathers makes these two
criteria unworxkable Irom this tiune of year 21s3.

The graph shews the numbers of Juveniles ~rd -.dults in oach

monthly sample, aged using the sbove characters. Tu; tiny sample
in November mnkes it inpossible to say ot prescnt ther juveniles

are all ageable or not in November.

Thus the sof'e thin: te do 2t present would seem tc be to
apply the cudes'3' cr '5' tc arny birds showing the juvenile
charzcters, Tut after Cctober to apply the code '2', changing
te "' ot the sirning of the new year, for ony birds showing the
adult plumage. The next ster is to catch sone Golden Plovers in
November tc test the validity of the charceter in thot monthe

On o slightly separatc note, the charncter ¢f the outer under
tail coverts would ccoen to apply to both of' the Lesser Golden Plover
species, (P. dcuinica and P.tfulvus), thoush I have done ne mere thon
salnce at both of' these cpecies.

Finally, I sould 1ike¢ tu thank the P.lisiieH., Tring, Leicester
and Sheffield Muscurs for cilcwing me access to thelr specimens.

WHEN DC “I.DERS DIE? - ./ RE(CUCEST FCR JELF

Me'lo Plenkowski

Despitec the nmany recent studies on waders, we still nAve wery
little information o when the moin pericds ol wader mortalilty
occcur - apart Ii'rom thce heavy mortality in wry scvere wintors (sce
eeg. Teports in Wildtowl Trust 15th .nn.Rep. 1952-63).  Oae right
gxpect relatively hoenvy mortality tc take ploce during periods when
enersy reqguircments cre hiph snd/or food supplics low. Such
pericds nmay occur over winter, at migration timcs, c¢r sven in the
breeding scascn amengst cther times, but ~5 yet we huve 1little
evidence as tc vhich, if arny, cf tihese is impcrtant.

The cne socd type of evidence that birdas are dying is the
finding of corpscs. In the past several studies Lirve bteen made
of times of mertality by the use of reports of rinsed birds found

dead. This Lias some disadvantages, in thoat:-
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(1) the sample size available i3 reduced tecause not only dces a
dead bird have to be found, btut this bird reeds tc have been
ringed at some stage in its lirce. Therefore, the proportion of
bodies found which are reported will approximate to the preportiocn
of waders in the population which are ringed, this normally being
very small, and

(ii) "there is no information c¢n the recoveries file as to what
length of shore has been searched and also tliere is no indication cf
effort spent in relation to time of year.

The advantage is that some data are already available having teen
accumulated cver the years in which waders have been Pl“bed.
This analysis is therefore alsc being undertaken.

However, as indicated above, this is nct o satisfactory methced
for generating new data, especially at a2 time when there is an
urgent need for knowledge of wader blology in view of current
threats tc estuaries. Ve therefore need a scheme of systemstic
searches of beaches for ;11 todies,not just those with rinss.

Fortunately such an organisation already exists in the
R.S.P.B./Seabird Group Zeached Tird Survey, organised by Cclin
3ibby. .- The mein ~im of this is to estimate the ratural and
artificial (oiled, pcisoned, stc.) nortality of seabirds.

However, coverage has extended irnto parts of some large estuaries
ond nearly 2,00C waders have already becr. recorded. [he
crganisers have kindly agreed to extend the survey and place more
emphasis on waders and estuaries of all sizes. - It is up to us

to take ndvantage of this ¢ffer and to wrdertake to cover stretches
of’ shore.

The requirements arc simple. Helpcers should 'adopt' o l:ingth
of shorc (the length that they can conveniently deal with) and walk
it at rcgular intervals. The Seached Bird Survey helds simultano-
ous counts un weckends in Septenber, November, January, Fobruary
and March, but wclcomes counte at other times. For the wader work
it would be useful if one visit ceculd be rmade cach menth and the day
cf the Birds cf Estuaries Znquiry count mizht be 2 suitable occasion
as many people are invclved in tcth surveys. sefore starting cr a
stretch of shcre, helpers should contact tae Beached 3ird Survey,
so as tc avoid overlap and tc obtain forms and fall instructions.
"Jader workers" should, of course, dsc record other groups of birds.

Would anyone prepared to help or requiring more information
please write to me or directly to !'r. C.J. Sibby, RSPB Rescarch
Department, lhe Lodge, 2andy, Bedfordshirc Those enrolled in
the scheme will receive a resular supply cf fcrms and also reports
of progress in the SUrveys.

MJLP's address is -jn.the change of nddress section cf this
Bulletin. ‘ .




