Puertc Cansade in the Saharan scuth of the ccuntry. 1973 saw the
third successive autumn of work at Sidi Moussa due t¢ an expedition
led ty Francis irgyle. The report cf the 1971 work has already becen
published (uvailable from me) and that of the two 1972 expediticns is
nearly complete.

The purpose of this note is to point cut that further werk in
Morocco will be particularly useful in vigow of the studies that have
already taken place. Such future visits wculd %we cf maximum value
if they were direccted to the gaps in cur intormnticn. Two such zaps
occur durinz the summer (late June/early July) and in the late
autumn and winter (Octcber onwards). While » visit tc Puerto Cznsado
in the far south requires a cross-country vehicle and a substantial
Budget, this is not the case for Sidi Moussa. Mally-made-ur recads
réach this site, which is only a short distance south of Casablanca,
the main cormercisl city. The Moroccan ringing authorities welcoeme
these visits and help to obtain research permits from the goverrment.

If anyone is contemplatiri; toakiig: o rinsiy; party to licrocco
or would like mere information cn the situation, I weuld be pleased
to hear from them. I this way I should te nrle to suppiy them
with informaticn for the planning and it will he possible to cbtain
the maximum cof results from the effort.

MIKE PTENKCWSKT

st LGETG TECHIICUE FOR GOLDEN PLOVER

by Tan Sainbridie

45 the Golden Plover (Pluvinlis spricarius) is one of the f'ov
waders which 13 lel't in the catoirory off un;uuxlbl¢/SQXublc in the Jdoer

Aeelins Guide, wd as bhe specios s Leeoming more and mere o prinue
tory bt Lor eonnon=netting o wiot-nottin: toams, T deeided to shtonpt
to ind charactors to e wued oz the Bleds, by Lookins at sy many

muscun spocibens ns pogsil Lo

Hoving locked at eishty-{ive wuseun specimens, I am now
conlident that Gelden Plovers cun b aged for ~t least part cf
the .wutumnn, using the follcwin;; charactcrs:
+LDULT

The cuter webs of the cuter under tail coverts are barred
strongly gold and brown, perpendicular to the shaft of the feather,
cr at on angle towards the tail frem the feather shaftse. (fig 1.)

The breast feathers are brovm, edged dull zold. (fig 2.)

The belly feathers nre white.

Of course any Lird that shows ~ny traces ol black summer plumage
ot the end of the autumn moult is also an odult. The abcve three
criteria are for birds in winter plumage.

JUVENILE

The outer webs of the outer under tail coverts are barred less
strongly at an acute angle towards the body from the shaft (fig 3.)
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The breast fcathers are tasilcnlly jold, with o bBrown !'shaft
triangle' (fiz k.)

The belly feathers are wnite edoed bHrovm.
I am conf'ident that the wbove criteria will ase Golden Plovers

until the beginning cf November with cert-inty, as they agree with
all but twc cf the 2ged nmuseun speoimens, which for several rcasons

I belicve tc be wrongly aged. It scens thoush that mest juveniles
undergo a bedy ncult from the chlhnlnﬁ of' Nevember cnviards vhich rmay
encompass the under. toil coverts, cither whelly or partially. -hrcp

specimens irn November, January ~nd llarch cxzhivited both zdult =nd
Juvenile under tail coverts, but threc specimens, i Novemcer, January
and Lpril, exhibited only Juvenile coverts. This, ~lon; with the
drop in numbers cf specimens from November ovnwnrds, which are ageable
as Jjuveniles, suvgests that at least some juveniles underge a complete
tail covert noult, ronderin,; them indistinguilshable r'rom adults.
Lbrasion cr wmcult of the breast and belly feathers makes these two
criteria unworxkable Irom this tiune of year 21s3.

The graph shews the numbers of Juveniles ~rd -.dults in oach

monthly sample, aged using the sbove characters. Tu; tiny sample
in November mnkes it inpossible to say ot prescnt ther juveniles

are all ageable or not in November.

Thus the sof'e thin: te do 2t present would seem tc be to
apply the cudes'3' cr '5' tc arny birds showing the juvenile
charzcters, Tut after Cctober to apply the code '2', changing
te "' ot the sirning of the new year, for ony birds showing the
adult plumage. The next ster is to catch sone Golden Plovers in
November tc test the validity of the charceter in thot monthe

On o slightly separatc note, the charncter ¢f the outer under
tail coverts would ccoen to apply to both of' the Lesser Golden Plover
species, (P. dcuinica and P.tfulvus), thoush I have done ne mere thon
salnce at both of' these cpecies.

Finally, I sould 1ike¢ tu thank the P.lisiieH., Tring, Leicester
and Sheffield Muscurs for cilcwing me access to thelr specimens.

WHEN DC “I.DERS DIE? - ./ RE(CUCEST FCR JELF

Me'lo Plenkowski

Despitec the nmany recent studies on waders, we still nAve wery
little information o when the moin pericds ol wader mortalilty
occcur - apart Ii'rom thce heavy mortality in wry scvere wintors (sce
eeg. Teports in Wildtowl Trust 15th .nn.Rep. 1952-63).  Oae right
gxpect relatively hoenvy mortality tc take ploce during periods when
enersy reqguircments cre hiph snd/or food supplics low. Such
pericds nmay occur over winter, at migration timcs, c¢r sven in the
breeding scascn amengst cther times, but ~5 yet we huve 1little
evidence as tc vhich, if arny, cf tihese is impcrtant.

The cne socd type of evidence that birdas are dying is the
finding of corpscs. In the past several studies Lirve bteen made
of times of mertality by the use of reports of rinsed birds found

dead. This Lias some disadvantages, in thoat:-



