moulting. Fiftcen tirds were in typicnl suspended primary moult with from 1 to 7
fully grown new primarics ~nd a full complement of old primaries. A further 24 birds
nad virtually suspended their moult with a full wing of old and new primaries except
for one new prim~ry at an odvanced stage of {'enther growth (stage 3 or L4). Of the
remaining birds, wony bod o loest full crdngs vith oo number off now prinnrics growing
in o block (cee © old 2nd j now b stage Ji)e The Dunlin b Ottenby during this
peried were on misration, oaly stopping bto feed for ~ mnttor of hours and retraps

of birds ringed aerce than 12 hours proviously were very rarc.  The saaple contained
two British ringed Dunling

BB 93182 »inpged ~s an cdult 20,06,69. Toerrington, Horfolk
BH 87377 r oo ti 29,1,72, Point ot dr. Flintsihire

The samvle can thus be concidered to contain birds velcnging to the populations
that visit Britain. It is considered unlilkely that they hnad stopped elsewhere on
their migration long enough to start moulting ond thus these Dunlin probably start
their moult on the breeding zvounds. It is interesting that a catch nnde on the
“lash on 28.3.72 ccntoined 1 Dunlin in suspended moult and Dunlin in suspended moult
were also recorded in ilorocco, (sce il. Pienkowski in this bulletin). It is of cours:
logical that n snall bird such ~s o Dunlin would undertnke a migration with A full
wing, active wing moult would probably decreasc [light efficiency nnd entail greater:
energy consumption.

Cne strikinz fenture of the Dunlin ringing ~t Qttenby is that the observatery
very rorely controls Lirds ringea in previsus years - 4 very different situaticn 3
Dunlin ringing in Britain, = useful nuwaber of Juvenile Wood Sandpilpers were trapped
and n further ten species nf wader handled.

1972 wns ~ very bod ~ubwan Por wader trapping in Sweden, the number trapped -t
Ottenby being wall dom on acrmrl years. Our noxt stop »n3 ot the Falsterbo 3ird
Ovservatory that is situnted n the scuthcrn tip of Sweden. This Observntory is, cf
course, famous for the¢ bird of prey passaze but considerable numbers of waders are
trapped in July nnl :ugust. Wne trapping site is o poel with patchy vegetation a
small distance inloand from the shore nnd once again cage traps are employed. The
main specics caught are Dunlin, Snipce and Sandvipers.

Je verc very fortuncte ir having Wisls Olte Preuss, the organiser of the Danish
ringing scheme to introducc us to Denmark and esnecially to show us the famous wader
tinging sitc at imager. It is to be hoped thet at lcast part of this tremendous sit
can be maintained as 2 reserve -nther than be lost to urban development.

The rcst of our stay on the contvinent was s ent cobserrsing waders in Denmark and
Holland, .fe would likc %5 thaniz 2ll the people in Denmurk ond Sweden who made the
trip so enjoyablc and werthwhile. Considerable interest was shown in the W.S5.G. and
we now have ~ number »f Janish and Swealsh members.

Carbridge Sidi Houssa (Morocco) Txpedition 1972

by Derek Stanyard

.5 2 follow up to the soroccan Expedition of 1971 a team of ringers spent 10 days ni
netting waders on an aren of salt liogoons about 400 miles down the Atlantic coast of!
Morocco, during September of this yecar.

The Moroccan Administration des Faux et Forets grantcd permission for the
expedition to operate and the Institut Scientifique Cherif'ien (Rabat) supplied rings

‘he compar~tively siert peried spent on the site proved extremely rewarding, in
111 1300 birds werc caught of wnich 1150 were waders. Besides o large number of
valuable retraps and controls from last ycar, the group also controlled birds from
Sweden (2 Curlew Sandpiper nnd 1 Ringed Ilover), Germany (1 Curlew Sandpiper) and
Britain (2 Dunlin), One cf the Dunlin having been ringed on the Wash two months
previously.
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The species totals for waders caught in the 10 drys nre as follows:-—

Ringed Plover 79 freonsiinnk 2C
Kentish Plover 55 Knot 15
Grey Flover A Little Stint 100
Turnstone 2 Tewmincks Stint 1
Curlew 1 Dunlin L6
Black-tailed Godwit 15 Curlew Sandpiper 267
Bar-tailed Godwit 9 Ruff 6
Common Sandpiper 15 Blnck=iinged 3tilt 8
Redshank S

It is hoped that ~ full report of "4he Txpedition® will be published within
the next flew months,

4s n footnote wader ringers may like to note that owing to o lack of ~veilable

french rings of the correct size "the Ixpedition' used 800 British rings in lorocce
«eese an incentive pernaps to send in controls prontly.

University of Bast .nglia FExpedition to Tarfavya Province, Morocco 1972

by iMike Plenkowski

In W.3.G. Bulletins 4 2nd 6 I outlined the rcsults of the 1971 work ~n waders in
morocco conducted by the UEA Ekxpedition ~nd gove rensons for return visits., This
year two such expeditions took place - one led by Derek Stanyard to continue work ot
the excellent catching site 2t Sidi kouss~ in lorth ilorocco in September (which is
described elsewherc in this bulletin) wnd the present one aimed ~t cxtending the
work to Puerto Cansndce, « const2l leogoon in the cxtremc south of Moroccs (see map)
near the vorder witn Spanish Sahara (Rio de Cro).

We lcft England in mid-July and travelled foirly rapidly through France and Spain
to arrive in ilorocco on 24 July. After o bricf stop 2t Rabat to collect rings and
discuss prospects with ilonsicur Thevenot ond Monsieur Tlkaim of the Institut Scienti-
fique Cherifiien - wno were as cver most helpful and hospitable - we moved on to Sidi
ioussa to arrive on 27 July, the day after thc spring tide.

It was our intention to spend n few Jdays here bofore moving on south to our
main area of study. This would sive us the opportunity of catching some of the birds
already at 51di Houssa and cstablish scveral points on, for example, the moult and
weight graphs for comparison with those of the Cambridge Expedition 5 or 6 weeks
later. In addition, of course, there was the possibility of retraps ziving valuable
weight change and moulting rate data on individual birds. For three dnys cannon-
netting attenpts were mnde cn the tidal iogoon 2t the mouth of the mnrsh system but
despite several near misses only one snall catch of 1 Avocet, 2 Dunlin, 3 Greenshank
and 1 Grey Plover resulted. .\ further 3 days were spent mist-netting on the salt
pans (which were to be the Cambridge Txpedition's main working area) with catches of
57, 23 and 15 respectively, the neap tide being rcached on the last night and the
vaders then not being forced off the adjacent salt marsh. Kentish Plover, Redshank
Dunlin and Curlew Sandpiper were -the mnin species caught but there were also a few
Ringed Flover, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Greenshank, Little S*int and
Black-winged Stilt. .n extra bonus was provided after dawn on the list morning by
2 Swallows and a Woodchat Shrike., Our catches included 2 Kentish Plover and 2 Red-
shank retraps from 1971 and onc of the Kentish Plovers was again retrapped by Derek
Stanyard's group in September.

On 4 August we headed south in the hope of rcnching Puerto Cansado by the svring
tide of 10 August. The road is fully madc up and presents no obstacle as far as Tan
Tan and slightly beyond but Pucrto Cnnside lics 100 nilecs beyond this town. The firs-
part of the route beyond the end of the road consisted of rough desert tracks (at
times existing more in nome than in physical reality) but the last few miles were
completely cross~country - around duncs and over sand drifts and boulder desert.
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