
moulting. Fifteen birds were in typic?.] suspended primary moult '•fith from 1 to 7 
fully grown new pz•i•aarics "red a full complement of old primaries. A further 2• b•ds 
hind virtually suspended the• moult with a full '.v•g of old and n•w primeddes except 
for one new pr•y at •u• •dv'•nced st•c of fe•ther grov•th (stage 3 or •). Of the 
roma•in• birds, •.•a•y •'•d. "b:•os-t full ,-/in•s •.•t[• '• n•bcr •' n•w pr•nar'i•s growing 
in a block (•;• • old ,'•a•i _') nov; •,•.: sta¾o •,,). '•ho Dunli• :•.i: Ot[:enby ,iurin• !his 
]•crird were •.m •i•at-lon, o•iy svoppin,{ to fccC• ['or ". mattar of ho•s .'•nd re,raps 
of birds ringed ::•orc th'm •2 hours •r•vious.[y ',•r'o very rare. '?hu sample contained 
two British rince,• bunlin; 

BB 931•2 _•'inged •',s an a•[uit j0.0•,69o Tcrrin6ton , i•[orf•]_k 
BH 87377 '• '• " ': 29.1 •72o Point oi' Air. Y!intsl•ire 

The s.?.m•l.e can thus be considered to contain birds belcnging to the populations• 
that visit Britain. !t is considePed unli]•ely that they h:td stopped elsewhere on 
their migration long enough to st?.rt moulting and titus these Dunlin probably start 
their moult on the breeding •rounds o it is interesting that a catch made on the 
-,7ash on 28.8.72 conrained 1 Duniin L.• suspended moult and Dunlin in suspended moult 
;yore also recorded in i•,,h•rocco,, (see •.;• rmenko•,'o,•,m it. this bulletin). It is of cours• 
logical that a s•ail •ird such '•.s '• Duniin •fou!d undertake a migration with a full 
wing, acvive ',•ing moult would probably decrease flight efficiency and entail greater' 
energy constunptian. 

One strikln• featu•re of N•e l)unlin ringing at Oi•tenby ms •k.?•o the observatory 
very rarely ccnZro!z birds •_'ingea i• -•revious years - % very iifforent situaticn • 
Dunlin rLnging in Britain. .•_ useful :•uu,•b•,r of juvenile 7iced Sandpipers vzere trapped 
•.nd • further ten species of ridder handled. 

1072 -,,.as a very b,•.d ?•t•nn for wader trapping in Sweden, •.ke number trapped at 
¸ttenby bein• •,;011 io-,•.• on ncrmai years. Our •aext stop ,•s at the Falsterbo Bird 
,Observatory tha• .ks s[•azcd •n the scutham tip of S'.veden. This Observatory is, 
course, famous for the bird af prey passa;•e but considerable nuunbers oF waders are 
trapped in July and ,•ugust. •hc trappin[• sits is •t pool :vith patshy vegetation a 
small distance inland from the shore and once again cage traps are employed. The 
main species caught are Duniin, Snipe and Sand-0ipers. 

..'re •ere very fortonate .• ;_•vin S ?[i:l,• C•cto Preuss, the organiser of the Danish 
ringing scheme to introduce •s to Der•r,_•zr• ant! es•:ecially to show us the famous wader 
tinging site at [•uagero it is to be hoped th.::t at least part of this tremendous sitl 
can be maintained as • reserve Pather 'than bc last to urban development. 

The rest of our stay on zke conv-;_nont *.','as sent obserzing waders in Denmark an• 
. ' i_.k,, Holland /e would • ', ' t•,•nk all t•,s people in De•{•rk and Sweden who _made the 

trip so enjoyable and ;zcrthvzhile. Considerable interest was shown in the 7f.S.G. an• 
vze no•-z have • n'•beP or 2'•xish and Swedish members. 

.Canbrid!e Sidi Hous_s•a•[o. ro•_cc_•o) Exoed_ition 

by Derek Stanyard 

As a follow up to the •{oroccan Expedition of 1971 a team of ringers spent 10 days 
netting waders on an area of salt lagoons about 4•00 miles dovm the Atlantic coast 
Morocco, during September cf this year. 

The Moroccan Administration dos E•.ux et Forors granted permission for the 
expedition to operate and the institut Scientifique Cherifien (Rabat) supplied rings 

'he compar'•-tively sl•ort period spent on the site proved extremely rewarding, in 
all 1300 birds were caught of wi•ich 11 50 ',•ere v:aders. Besides a large number of 
valuable rotraps and controls from last year, the [•Toup also controlled birds from 
Sweden (2 Curlew Sandpiper and 1 Ringed Plover), Germany (1 Curlew S•.ndpiper) and 
Britain (2 Duniin), One cf the Dunlin having been ringed on the Wash two months 
previously. 



The s]•..•cies •ot.-tl.• t•or ',.,'•ders caught ].n tl•e I0 d',.ys •o as follows:- 

•ingem P!ovcr 79 •recnsi•ank 20 
Kentish P•over 55 knot 1 5 
,)roy Plover I Little Stia•t 100 
Turnstone 2 Te,,m•inc ks Stint 1 
C •lew • Dunlin •, • 
Black-tailed Godwi• 15 Curlew Szndpiper 267 
Bar-tailed •odwit 9 Ruff 6 
Co•on S.?•dpiper •5 2.1•.ch-•inged Stilt 8 
•eds herA; 

It is hoped that 't full report of "•he ,lx•edivion" will be published • 

the next few months. 

As a footnote wader ringers may like to note zh•.v eyeing to a lack of ?.vailable 
French rings oœ the correct size "the Expedition" used 800 British rings in •Joroccc 
..... an incentive perhaps to send in controls rTor,•-.'tl.y. 

U_n.i__versity of_Eas__t ,•agli• •E_xnediti__oœ•__t_q. Tar_f_aya Province• •or9cco 1972 

by i'dlike P$cnkovrski 

in ',•{o.ZoGo 'Zuiietins 4-and 6 i outlined the r•:suita of the 1971 ';.'ork •n-.'rnders in 
•.Iorocco conducved sy the bEf• Ekpadition and •avo re,teens for ret•n visits. This 
year z•,'ro such expeditions zook place - one led by Derek Ztanyard to cont•ue work at 
the excellent catching siva at Sidi ,,•ouss't in l;orth i.lorocco in September ('::hich is 
descrYsod sisewhere in this bulletin) •nd •ho pucsen• one aimed at extend•g the 
work to •erto Cansado, • coastzi lagoon in the •xtreme south of i¾'Iorocc• (see map) 
near the border •'•it• •panish Saha•'a (Rio do 

•-Ie left England in mid-July ?•nd travelled fairly r•zpidly through ñ•rance and Spain 
to arrive in ]•iorocco on 2• Julyo After a brief stop at Rabat to collect rings and 
discuss prospects with •..[onsieur Therenot and ],Ionsieur Elk?•im of the institut Scienti- 
fique Cherifien - vrne were as ever most helpful •,'• hospitable - we moved on to Sidi 
]¾[oussa to arrive on 27 July, the day after the spring tide. 

It was our intention to spend •. few &zys i•_ere b•fore moving on south to our 
main arco, of study. This would give us the opportunity of catching some of the birds 
already at Sidi 2.[oussa and establish several ;•,oin-ts on, for example, the moult and 
weight graphs for comparison •,'ith those of the Car•foridge Expedition 5 or 6 weeks 
later. In addition, of course, there ',ras the possibility of retraps giving valuable 
weight change and moulting rate data on individual birds. For three days cannon- 
netting attempts were ra'•.de cn the tidal .].:•.goon •t •he mouth of the m•rsh system but 
despite several near misses only one slaall catch of 1 Avecot, 2 Dunlin, 3 Greenshank 
and 1 Grey Plover resulted. A further 3 days were spent mist-netting on the salt 
pans (which were to be the Cambridge Expedition's main working area) v;ith catches of 
57, 23 and 15 respectively, the neap tide being reached on the last night and the 
•'taders then not being forced off the adjacent salt marsh. Kentish Plover, Redshank 
Dunlin and Curlew S,madpiper were .the main species caught but there were also a few 
Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Greensh,.s•k, Little Stint and 
Black-winged Stilt. fm extra bonus was provided after davtn on the l•st morning by 
2 Swallows and a •'foodchat Shrike. Our catches included 2 Kentish Plover •mnd 2 Red- 
shank rotraps from 1971 and one of the r•entish Plovers was again retrapped by Derek 
Stanyard's group in September. 

0n 4 August •'m headed south in the hope cf reaching Puerto Cansado by the spring 
tide of 10 August. The road is fully made up and presents no obstacle as far as Tan 
Tan and slightly beyond but Puerto Canside li•s 100 nilcs beyond this toyon. The 
part of the route beyond the end of the road consisted of rough desert tracks (at 
times existing more in name than in physical reality) but the last few miles were 
completely cross-country - •ound dunes and over sand drifts and boulder desert. 
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