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SUMMARY OF NEST RECORD CARDS AID MOULT CARDS CCOMPLETED BY THT CAMBRIDGE ICELAND
ZXPEDITION 1972

Mest Record Crrds doult Cards

Qystercatcher 17 145
Ringed Plover 38 2
‘rolden Plever 9 -
Turnstone - 28
Purple Sandnpiper L 124
Sunlin 12
Sanderling - 1
Redshank 99 17
Black=tailed Godwit 5 -
Whimbrel 73 -
3nipe L -
Red-necked Phcolarope 6 -
iretic Skua 7 -
Black=headed Gull - 2C
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The ./,W.R.G. Visit to Denmork and Sweden, lugust 1972

Mew informntion on the timing of Dunlin wing moult

by P. Stanley

It is unfortunate that considering the 1l .rge ~uwount cf intcrest in waders in Denmari
and Sweden there is sc little liaison betwcen ornithologists in these countries and
workers in Britain, With this in mind and with the intention of obt~ining measure-
ments cof waders on possage through the Baltic o small party composed of Mike and
Daphne .ntson and Pefer and Judy Stanley visited Fenno-Scardia in August 1972,

Our first eall wns ot Blasvands-liuk on the west coast of Denmark where for many
years the visible aigration of waders his been intensively studied., This field of
wader research which has been somewhat negleeted in Britain has produced valuable
infermation that when ~nalysed in cornjunction with ringing datn has nllowed 2 more
comprehensive picturc of wader migration to be drawn than c~n be obirined from ringi.,.
data alone. Thus, werkers at Blaavonds—Huk have produced an interesting paper on thc
migration of the Knot through the lMorth Sea and thcir paper on the general visible
sader migration at Blacvands-tuk is extremcly valuable.

The party spent nlmest n week at Ottenby sird Observ-tory situzted ~n the
southern tip of the isleand of Oland that lies off the S.F. const »f° Sweden. Ottenby
hns long been famous for the piloneer work on pnsserine nd wador migration started
2t the beginning of this century and large numbers of Wadcru have been trapped for
many years. The catching technique is based on cnge travs that are plnaced on the
banks of rotting seawced that build up around the rocky shoreline., Bccause the
Baltic is not tidal, the traps can be plrced at the waters edge and when visited
cvery 45 mins. during daylight have produced satisfactory numbers of waders. e
were very impressed by this trapping method ~nd feel sure that it could be applicd
with success in Britain., The efficiency of catching is high and the technique should
ope ideal for trapping freshwater wnders on vools etc. where the water level is

clatively stable. (Jack Reynolds hns rceently used cnge traps successfully in N,
Norfolk to cnteh Snipe ~nd other fresh water waders.)

With the generous cooperation of tho Ottenby Bird Observatory, the party were
qblg to mcdsure approximately 200 wnders including ~ valuable snnple of 130 Dunlin.
The Dunlin proved to be partlcul“rly interesting bcecause n significant proportion
of the ndults wiere migrating in suspended wing moult. The sample of 13C contained
4 juveniles ~nd 70 of the adult blrdu had ecleven old primaries and had not started




moulting. Fiftcen tirds were in typicnl suspended primary moult with from 1 to 7
fully grown new primarics ~nd a full complement of old primaries. A further 24 birds
nad virtually suspended their moult with a full wing of old and new primaries except
for one new prim~ry at an odvanced stage of {'enther growth (stage 3 or L4). Of the
remaining birds, wony bod o loest full crdngs vith oo number off now prinnrics growing
in o block (cee © old 2nd j now b stage Ji)e The Dunlin b Ottenby during this
peried were on misration, oaly stopping bto feed for ~ mnttor of hours and retraps

of birds ringed aerce than 12 hours proviously were very rarc.  The saaple contained
two British ringed Dunling

BB 93182 »inpged ~s an cdult 20,06,69. Toerrington, Horfolk
BH 87377 r oo ti 29,1,72, Point ot dr. Flintsihire

The samvle can thus be concidered to contain birds velcnging to the populations
that visit Britain. It is considered unlilkely that they hnad stopped elsewhere on
their migration long enough to start moulting ond thus these Dunlin probably start
their moult on the breeding zvounds. It is interesting that a catch nnde on the
“lash on 28.3.72 ccntoined 1 Dunlin in suspended moult and Dunlin in suspended moult
were also recorded in ilorocco, (sce il. Pienkowski in this bulletin). It is of cours:
logical that n snall bird such ~s o Dunlin would undertnke a migration with A full
wing, active wing moult would probably decreasc [light efficiency nnd entail greater:
energy consumption.

Cne strikinz fenture of the Dunlin ringing ~t Qttenby is that the observatery
very rorely controls Lirds ringea in previsus years - 4 very different situaticn 3
Dunlin ringing in Britain, = useful nuwaber of Juvenile Wood Sandpilpers were trapped
and n further ten species nf wader handled.

1972 wns ~ very bod ~ubwan Por wader trapping in Sweden, the number trapped -t
Ottenby being wall dom on acrmrl years. Our noxt stop »n3 ot the Falsterbo 3ird
Ovservatory that is situnted n the scuthcrn tip of Sweden. This Observntory is, cf
course, famous for the¢ bird of prey passaze but considerable numbers of waders are
trapped in July nnl :ugust. Wne trapping site is o poel with patchy vegetation a
small distance inloand from the shore nnd once again cage traps are employed. The
main specics caught are Dunlin, Snipce and Sandvipers.

Je verc very fortuncte ir having Wisls Olte Preuss, the organiser of the Danish
ringing scheme to introducc us to Denmark and esnecially to show us the famous wader
tinging sitc at imager. It is to be hoped thet at lcast part of this tremendous sit
can be maintained as 2 reserve -nther than be lost to urban development.

The rcst of our stay on the contvinent was s ent cobserrsing waders in Denmark and
Holland, .fe would likc %5 thaniz 2ll the people in Denmurk ond Sweden who made the
trip so enjoyablc and werthwhile. Considerable interest was shown in the W.S5.G. and
we now have ~ number »f Janish and Swealsh members.

Carbridge Sidi Houssa (Morocco) Txpedition 1972

by Derek Stanyard

.5 2 follow up to the soroccan Expedition of 1971 a team of ringers spent 10 days ni
netting waders on an aren of salt liogoons about 400 miles down the Atlantic coast of!
Morocco, during September of this yecar.

The Moroccan Administration des Faux et Forets grantcd permission for the
expedition to operate and the Institut Scientifique Cherif'ien (Rabat) supplied rings

‘he compar~tively siert peried spent on the site proved extremely rewarding, in
111 1300 birds werc caught of wnich 1150 were waders. Besides o large number of
valuable retraps and controls from last ycar, the group also controlled birds from
Sweden (2 Curlew Sandpiper nnd 1 Ringed Ilover), Germany (1 Curlew Sandpiper) and
Britain (2 Dunlin), One cf the Dunlin having been ringed on the Wash two months
previously.



