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.T•e ,;.WoRoG. Visit to Denmar_k and S-,veden• P:u,{ust 1772 

New inform':tion on J:.?,_•.e .t.'.z!n._'.mn.g•_cf Dun!inj'Li_n_%_mouit 

by P. Stanley 

It is unfortunate ti•at considering the !'.rge m,•otuat cœ' interest in :vaders in Der•narlc 
.•md Sweden there is so little liaison bet•/:een ornithologists in these countries .and 
workers in Britainø ¾;ith this in mind and with the intention of obtaining measure- 
ments of ',v•.ders on p•'.ssage through 'the Baltic a small party composed of Mike and 
Daphne ',,'•.tson :•.nd Peter and Judy Stanley visited Fenno-Scardia in Sugust •972. 

Our first call •v:ts ,'•'t Blaavands-ttuk •m tl•e •,,•est coast of Denmark where for many 
years the visible migr?.tion of w;•ders h'•s been intensively studie•. ?his field of 
wader research which has been somewhat •eglccted in Britain has produced valuable 
infer:nation that ;rhea an•.ñysed in conjunction with ringing data h•s a,_lou•ed a more 
comprehensive •.icture ,of wader migration to be drav•n than can be obtained from 
data alone. Thus, •.'•ori•ers at Biaav•,•nds-•uk have produced :•n interesting paper on tha 
migration of the Knot through the •!orth Sea and their paper on the general visible 
./ader migration at Blaavands-•[uk is exzremcly valuable. 

The party spent '•Lnest a vmek at Ottenby 6ird Observ'•tory situ.?.ted •n the 
southern tip of the island of Oland that lies off the S o•.o coasv of S:':eden. 0tte•,.by 
has long been famous for the pioneer work on passerinc •,nd '::ader migration started 
at the beginn•g •f this century and large numbers of waders havo been trapped for 
re,stay years. The catching technique is b•sed on cage traps that are placed on the 
ba•zks of rott•_ng seaweed that buil• up around the rocky shoreline. Because +,he 
Baltic is not tidal, the traps can be placed at the waters edge and when visited 
every •5 rains. during ,flaylight have produced satisfactory numbers of ;':aders. '.7e 
'.':ere very •npressed by this trapping method and feel sure that it could be applied 
with success in Britain. The efficiency of c.?,tching is high and the technique should 
be ideal for tra•sp•_ng freshwater waders on pools etc. ',,•here the water level is 
roj.ativeiy stable. (g_ack t:tc•vnolds has recently used cage tr?,ps successfully in ?. 
Norfolk to catch Snipe and other fresh '.,•,'atur :.'/adors.) 

With tho generous cooperation of the Ottenby Bird Observatory, the party ¾rere 
able to measure a)•prox:i_mately 200 v:•.ders including a valuable sample of •32 Dunlin. 
The Dunlin proved to be particularly interesting because n significant proportion 
of the adults •,;ere migrating in ,s_u•s•mnded wing moult. The sample of 1 •O contained 
l• jure.niles and 70 of the adult birds had eleven old primaries and had not started 



moulting. Fifteen birds were in typic?.] suspended primary moult '•fith from 1 to 7 
fully grown new pz•i•aarics "red a full complement of old primaries. A further 2• b•ds 
hind virtually suspended the• moult with a full '.v•g of old and n•w primeddes except 
for one new pr•y at •u• •dv'•nced st•c of fe•ther grov•th (stage 3 or •). Of the 
roma•in• birds, •.•a•y •'•d. "b:•os-t full ,-/in•s •.•t[• '• n•bcr •' n•w pr•nar'i•s growing 
in a block (•;• • old ,'•a•i _') nov; •,•.: sta¾o •,,). '•ho Dunli• :•.i: Ot[:enby ,iurin• !his 
]•crird were •.m •i•at-lon, o•iy svoppin,{ to fccC• ['or ". mattar of ho•s .'•nd re,raps 
of birds ringed ::•orc th'm •2 hours •r•vious.[y ',•r'o very rare. '?hu sample contained 
two British rince,• bunlin; 

BB 931•2 _•'inged •',s an a•[uit j0.0•,69o Tcrrin6ton , i•[orf•]_k 
BH 87377 '• '• " ': 29.1 •72o Point oi' Air. Y!intsl•ire 

The s.?.m•l.e can thus be considered to contain birds belcnging to the populations• 
that visit Britain. !t is considePed unli]•ely that they h:td stopped elsewhere on 
their migration long enough to st?.rt moulting and titus these Dunlin probably start 
their moult on the breeding •rounds o it is interesting that a catch made on the 
-,7ash on 28.8.72 conrained 1 Duniin L.• suspended moult and Dunlin in suspended moult 
;yore also recorded in i•,,h•rocco,, (see •.;• rmenko•,'o,•,m it. this bulletin). It is of cours• 
logical that a s•ail •ird such '•.s '• Duniin •fou!d undertake a migration with a full 
wing, acvive ',•ing moult would probably decrease flight efficiency and entail greater' 
energy constunptian. 

One strikln• featu•re of N•e l)unlin ringing at Oi•tenby ms •k.?•o the observatory 
very rarely ccnZro!z birds •_'ingea i• -•revious years - % very iifforent situaticn • 
Dunlin rLnging in Britain. .•_ useful :•uu,•b•,r of juvenile 7iced Sandpipers vzere trapped 
•.nd • further ten species of ridder handled. 

1072 -,,.as a very b,•.d ?•t•nn for wader trapping in Sweden, •.ke number trapped at 
¸ttenby bein• •,;011 io-,•.• on ncrmai years. Our •aext stop ,•s at the Falsterbo Bird 
,Observatory tha• .ks s[•azcd •n the scutham tip of S'.veden. This Observatory is, 
course, famous for the bird af prey passa;•e but considerable nuunbers oF waders are 
trapped in July and ,•ugust. •hc trappin[• sits is •t pool :vith patshy vegetation a 
small distance inland from the shore and once again cage traps are employed. The 
main species caught are Duniin, Snipe and Sand-0ipers. 

..'re •ere very fortonate .• ;_•vin S ?[i:l,• C•cto Preuss, the organiser of the Danish 
ringing scheme to introduce •s to Der•r,_•zr• ant! es•:ecially to show us the famous wader 
tinging site at [•uagero it is to be hoped th.::t at least part of this tremendous sitl 
can be maintained as • reserve Pather 'than bc last to urban development. 

The rest of our stay on zke conv-;_nont *.','as sent obserzing waders in Denmark an• 
. ' i_.k,, Holland /e would • ', ' t•,•nk all t•,s people in De•{•rk and Sweden who _made the 

trip so enjoyable and ;zcrthvzhile. Considerable interest was shown in the 7f.S.G. an• 
vze no•-z have • n'•beP or 2'•xish and Swedish members. 

.Canbrid!e Sidi Hous_s•a•[o. ro•_cc_•o) Exoed_ition 

by Derek Stanyard 

As a follow up to the •{oroccan Expedition of 1971 a team of ringers spent 10 days 
netting waders on an area of salt lagoons about 4•00 miles dovm the Atlantic coast 
Morocco, during September cf this year. 

The Moroccan Administration dos E•.ux et Forors granted permission for the 
expedition to operate and the institut Scientifique Cherifien (Rabat) supplied rings 

'he compar'•-tively sl•ort period spent on the site proved extremely rewarding, in 
all 1300 birds were caught of wi•ich 11 50 ',•ere v:aders. Besides a large number of 
valuable rotraps and controls from last year, the [•Toup also controlled birds from 
Sweden (2 Curlew Sandpiper and 1 Ringed Plover), Germany (1 Curlew S•.ndpiper) and 
Britain (2 Duniin), One cf the Dunlin having been ringed on the Wash two months 
previously. 


