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University ci Dundee N.EB. Greeniand Dxpedition 1972

+.tls Green and .nL. «#illiams

On the 10th July 1972 two rather excited members cf the Wash Jader Ringing Group set
of f to Scotland to jein this exnedition. That night we flew to Iceland and on the
12th left heykjavik by charbter 7ligh%t to NE Greenland arriving at Mestersvig (760161,
23°5517) 2t 21,00 nours in brilliant sunshine. ..8 soon as our tempurary camp had
been pitched were were off on our first walk over the tundra, not returning until
OleOC - tut still in brillisnt sunshinei Long-tailed Duck, Red-throated Divers,
Glaucous (lls. .retic Jerns, o rairs of Dunlin, cne prir of Ringed Flover and Snow
Suntings were cur introducticn tc Arectic C(rnithology, and n1l set amongst the most
fantastically Leautiful scenery nnd under blue sky with brilliant sunshine and complete
calm, Hext daoy e moved cnap and settled on o site overlooking Kong Oscar's Fjord
vhiech woas our vpase until Centember,

Jur aim wns to cateh. ring, weigh and measure some breeding waders. It turned
out tn be rather difficult: The breeding population was thinly spread over many milcs
of country and the season wns poer, probably because of bad weather in June and July.
lion-breeding :-. 3, or yesrs of poor breeding are well known cccurances in the Arctic
and uafertunately cannot be Torecast. The most commenly occurring wwader was the
Ringed Flover '/iich was found vherever there were areas of small broken stones,
neobles or sainsile but although we found many birds holding territcery /e found very
few nests (only 4) and sor very few juveniles l:ter in the season. Dunlin were less
common =nd restricted to boggy rluces or rather et tundra. Sanderling were even

less frequent. e only saw Turnstone occasionally and Knot rarely. /e did not

record Furple Sandpiper or Phalaropes. e spent 2 great deal of time fruitlessly
Tatching waders on territory hoping far clucs to nest or young and wexvalked many
miles in cearch of wadors,

It was impossible tc catch waders on territory in 2 wide open landscape when
there was daylight for weeks on end and when there was no nest - or we could not
find one. When we found nests of Ringed rlover and Dualin we caught the adults
quite easily with drep trap or singlc shelf mist net., AEV had the remarkable
experience of lifting ~ brocding Senderling (3 pulli) from its nest by hand - and it
was back on its young within 3U seconds of being released while we stood a [ew yards
avay.

The 1large ~rcas of saady beach and estuarine silt near Mestersvig were quite
unsuitable f'or waders, pcobnbly beenusc they were pcor in invertebrates. Breeding
waders feed on insects and other arthropcds living on the tundra. Ve rarely saw
zatherings of waders and our largest {lock, which we saw nly once, was of 19 young
Sanderling feeding along several hundred y~rds of beach vhere seaweed had been
exposed by a low spring tide, e might have caught these with ‘walk-in' traps but
this was the one catching method e did not take and could not make. Improvisations
#ith single siiell mist nets caught one Sanderling and cne Ringed Plover. Later
experiments with a c¢lap net failed. On several occasions we might have successfully
used 'walk-in' traps is we had carried them on our backs ready for instant use.
Although we set cur canron net we never had a chance to use it., ‘Vader movements
were unpredictable and birds were rarely seen in the same place twice. & cannon net
is tou unwieldy and heavy for two men to carry about the tundra on the offchance
that it might be usefull

Iotals

Species Ringed Shot Tutal Measured
Pulli AD;Juv Total

Ringed Plover 5 5 v 7 12
Dunlin L 2 6 1 3
Sanderling 3 2 5 9! 2
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fe measured too fe¥ birds to fulfill our hope of choracterising the NE Greenlar
breeding waders. .owevewr. the somple from Ringed IFlover is useful, and these measux
ments and those from tne Zunlin may be directly compared with d~ta collected in
Rritain, The pirds were mensurcd hy GHG o hias measured mnny waders in Britain o
who is known te obinin mensucements watehing thosce onllented by other wash measurers
Several birds wore shot (e paud o permit) to inerense the sample size of the commens
Ringed ‘lover and o cnllocet samples of [ond trom oesephagus and gilzzard.

It sears worthwhile renorting our mensurcments in full, and for the present
without comment.

Species Inre sfg Jding ALl Jdeight
Ringed Plover 1he? Ad 131 ym 53
15,7 24 130 13 62
19,7 i 135 1 61
19.7 Ad 132 13 57
287 a4 il 14 55 shet - male
28.7 ad 125 13 5 shot - male
10,8 Ad 131 13 50 shot -~ male
10658 M4 133 14 Sk shot - male
12.8 ad 134 13 61 ,
17.8 24 13 13 75 shot - fenale
21 -4 13 13 70  shot - male
21.8 24 129 13 5 shot - male
e e - s o, :
-Helan E;i% :& lgg g? :Z% pair from same nest
0oy A4 15 30 4O snut - female
Sanderling o8 a0 127 26 60
Tl gV 126 2 5C

Hearly all the ~dults and the juvenile were dye marked yellow on their under-
parts and 2 tall whitec colow’ rinz was placed on their left legs (Danish metaliring
on the right. e hoped for later sightinsgs (Jader Study Group Bulletin No. 6) and
we have been rewarded by btvo incrediblc records. Of the 5 ringed plover so marked
two have been scen in Zryciand!  In both ~ases the unrks and colour rings were
accurately desceribed by tie ~bscrver. Ouc bird wns sceen i the mouth of the Jitham
near Boston, Lines, cr the 20tn :ugust nd acain -n the 23rd. The second was seen!
~nt Draycote Reservoir. .wrwicks. con the rome date -~ Z0th wgustti 4s far as we ~re!
wware these are the first wreven records of IS Greenland Ringed Plover in Britain.
Salomonsen (1971) Hed, cnm trenlend 191, 2, 752, menticns the recovery of one bird
which was ringed near Terry Oaks, Middlesex on 22,8.62. and found in NW Greenland
Auring June 1964 but opart trom this the only cther recoveries of Greenland Ringed.
Plover are in lceland, and one shot at lestersvig, 21.7.64 hich had been ringed in
Senegal 22.10.58.

Although we did not ~atch many waders nnd therefore largely failed in our aimi
to characterise NI (rcenland birds by measurement e have gnined a great deal cf
rractical experiencc and feel that a future expedition could be mcre successful, 23
2 good breeding season, 2 lot cf encrgy and cnough money! Ve doubt hether large
scale wader ringing will ever be possible in this part cf Greenland but 2 highly
energetic expedition reaching Gireenland in June could catch a good number cf birdsi
2t the nest. It is 2 long way from pair to pair and valuable days would be spent
foot-slcgging. If sufficient people went to lMestersvig and then had the use of 2
helicopter to scatter them over = wide area much more ground could be covered guite
quickly. Inflatable boats with powerful outboard motors would be useful after the:
prck-ice had broken up - out this is not until after about 20th July.

e would like to thenk the other members of the ecxpedition for their interest
and help, porticularly those of the biclogy party, and especially R.W{. Summers who
helped in many ways.



