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First of all we would like to apologise for the delay in production of this bulle%in,
one of us was away for the whole of October., However in this bulletin are reports
from all the expeditions which left Britain to catch waders in other oountries.
These provide the extremely valuable information needed by all wader ringers if we
are to understand the migration of waders, : ‘

‘One aspect that many of you reading these bulletins will note is that few of
the contributions come from Britain., It is time that more British ringers- analysed
and ‘published their results, this bulletin was started just for this function, so
lets have them rolling in. .

Ringing Conference 1973: On the Friday evening we will be able to hear Guy Morrison
and James Wilson talking on and, we hope, showing their film of the 1972 Cambridge
Iceland Expedition. Later on Saturday evening the Wader Study Group will have its
business meeting and -combine it with talks on the Greenland, Morocto and Swedish/
Danish trips, The agenda for the business meeting is enclosed with this bulletin,
if danyone has any other item(s) which "they wish to raise please will they let Tony
Prater have them befnre the meeting. . ‘

Editors addresses

Peter Stanley will be shortly moving, it would be best if any correspondence
was sent to him at Pest Infestation Control Lab., M.A.F.F., Hook Rise South, Tolworth
Surbiton, Surrey (01 337 6611, ex. 457).

Tony Prater remains aatiefore butnthe home telephone number is now Cheddington
668862, _ _

1973 Subscrigtioné

It would be a great help in keeping down administration costs if you C?uld l?t
Ron Birch (8 Thormberry Close, Saughall, Chester) have them as soon as possible, if
you are not coming to the Ringing and Migration Conference.



ALNGLNG  LULALD
RB WWRG SBO TRG MBWG SVRG
Oystercatcher 1 157 L6 78
Lapwing 253 5
Ringed Plover 13 6 2 11 213
Grey Flover 11 62
Golden Plover L 1
Turnstone 4 186 123
Commen Snipe 2 1
Jack Bnipe
Curlew 22 9 3
Whimbrel 1 i
Black-tailed Goydwit )
Bar-tailed Godwit 6
Green Sandpiper L
Common Sandpiper 1 2 - 1
Redshank 231 13 24 L 7
Spotted Redshank 3
Greenshank ) 1 2 6
Knot L L7
Dunlin 113 1384 183 6 1448 8
Sanderling 1 284 : 159
Little Stint 1 11 1
Curlew Sandpiper 16 - 8 5
Purple Sandpiper 3 1
Initials not used before: RB - Rob Berry
SBO - Spurn Bird Observatory
SVRG -~ Severn Vale Ringing Group
RECENT RECOVERIES
Oystercatcher
Ad  11.,8.67 Snettisham, Wash x Nordland, Norway
Ad 13.8.67 Snettisham, Wash + Vest Agder, Norway
Juv 18.11.67 Heacham, Wash % Rogaland, Norway
Juv 18.11.67 " " x Nordland, "
Juv 24.8.,68  Snettisham, Wash + Nord, T'rance
1Y 25.8.68 " " X Mere e Romsdal, Norway
A 25.8.68 " " x Rogaland, Norway
Juv 30.8.68 " " b'e " "
18 30.8.68 " " x " "
Ad  30.8.68 " " + More e Romsdal, Norway
Ad 304,71 Heacham, ‘ash x Finnmark, Norway
Ad 19.1.69 Walney, Morecambe x More e Romsdal, Norway
Ad  23.11.69 Piel, Morecambe x Faeroes
1Y  5.11.67 Point of Air, Dee x Nordland, Norway
Ad  17.8.66 ihitford, Burry x 8ogn e Fjordane, Norway
Imm 25.8.68 " " x Sogn 6 Fjordane, Norway
2Y 26.,2.71 Brownsea, Poole v Skerhagi, Iceland
Ad 53472 Horsea, Portsmouth x Rotterdam. Airport, Netherlands

FRG ARG
22
18 - 304
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1
9
6 10
1
59
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13
2
145
L
26.5.72
3047672
6.6072
708 072
23.8.72
16.7.72
19,6,72
2,772
12.6.72
1.6,72
1.,6.72
196,72
8.4, 72!
15.7.72!
23.4.72
mid5, 72!
6.8.72
846,72

Few recoveries were reported within Britain; there being six birds ringed in Morecamt
Bay and three ringed in the Burry Inlet all recovered in Scotland.

Lapwing

Pull 9.7.70 Oxford

FG 16.,2.70 Last Tilbury, Essex
Ad  8.11.69 Wolferton, Wash

Ringed Plover

+ Dstremadura, Portugal
+ Bryansk, U.S.S.R.
+ Jylland, Denmark

2546472
15.8.7
12,8472

The bird from Dahomey is the furthest south British Ringed Plover recovered to date,
Also of note are two birds which were breeding on the Wash and were controlled in
Morecambe Bay, one in autumn and one in winter.



Juv 23.,9.68  Cnetlisham, .ash + Porto Novo, Dahocmey 28.3.71
BJ 25.5.72 bBardsea, lorecambe + Calvados, France 5.9.72

Pull 20.6.72 3t Cyrus, Kincards. v Walney, lorecambe 2hke9.72
A 28.7.64  Blithfield, Staffs v Mewbiggen, Morecambe 1049472
Ad 16.3.68 (& Lole69) Snettisham v Hest Bank, Morecambe 29,172
Juv 29.7.68  Hoylake, Dee v ilest Bank, lorecambe 5.8.72

PJ 14.8.70  Farlington, Hants x Rye, Sussex : 13,6472
A 19.9.70  Thornham, i{ash v Hest Bank, Morecambe 29.1.72
M 21.8.71  Jest Kirby, Dee v Bardsea, lorecambe 23.8.72
s 1.3.72 Snettisham v Hest Bank, Morecambe 5.8.72

Turnstone

7: 30.8.64  ililbre, Dee v Snaefellsnes, Iceland 1845472
A 943,69 Snettisham, Jash v Skorhagi, Iceland 6.8.72

Al 19.9.71 Heysham, Morecambe v Eyri, Iceland 2345472
1Y  28.11,.70 Bardsea, Morecambe x Grisslehamn, Sweden 19.7.72
Snipe

G+ 19,8.69 lanchester + Sobinka, U.S.S.R. 14.8.71
1Y 11.9.71  Wigan, Lancs. + Aberfeldy 26.8.72
Jack_Snive

B 9.10.69  Terksop, llotts. + Hanbridge, Cu. Down 261,72
Curiew

g 21,12.,68 Poole Harbour x Vaasa, Iinland 15.5.72
Ad 2.9.69 Cherry Cnb, Humber ¥ Bere Alston, Devon 16.8.72
Redshank

A 3.9.67 Snettisham, ‘Wash v Hafnarfjordhur, Iceland 257472
PJ  3.3.7C Middleton, Morecambe v Skogarnes, Iceland 197472
Al 16,8.69 Harty, Kent x Essaouira, Morocco 0.8.72

Juvr 9.8.66 Sutton Bridge, Lincs. v Farlington, Hants. 26.9.72
A 4.10.70  2ldingham, Morecambe x L. Harray, Orkney 0.6.72

PJ  10,10.70 Conway x Seascale, Cumb, 10.9.72

Knot

During this pericd no fewer than 15 Knot were recovered in Greenland, o in Canada and
130 in Iceland. The number of Greenland and Canadian recoveries is unprecedented,
the latter being the first in that country whilst the Greenland recoveries more than
doubled the previous number from that country.

PJ 142,71 Southerness, Sclway + Broughton Is., 3affin, Canada 11.,6,72
Ad  19,3.72  Snettisham, Wash + Broughton Is., Baffin, Canada 9.6.72
A4 8.2.7C Middleton, Morecambe x Dundas, Greenland Lho6.72
A4 8.,2.70 " " + Egedesminde, Greenland 10.6.72
A4 8.2.70 " " + Thule, Greenland 9.6.72
M 29.1.72 Point of Air, Dee + Egedesminde, Greenland 9.6.72
A4 28.1.68 olferton, Wash + Thule, Greenland 16.6.72
Ad 24.11.68 Heacham, Wash + " " 346472
Ad 2L.11.68 " " . " " 3.6.72
44 7.3,70 1t 1 + 1t " 066072
Ad 8.3.70 " " + " " 16.6.72
A 27.2.71 Snettisham, ‘Jash + Egedesminde, Greenland 6.6.72
P 11.8.71 N, Wootton, Wash + Thule, Greenland 16,6.72
Ad 19.2.72 Snettisham, Wash + Thule, Greenland 5.6.72
A 19.2.72. " " + S, Davis Strait, Greenland 2945472
Ad 17.9.70 Snettisham, Wash + Thule, Greenland 9.7.72
ad 27.2471 " " + " " Oe7472
Ad  22.,12.68 Piel, Morecambe + Jutland, Denmark L8472



I 164,69 lest Borln, llorecambe + Jutland, Denmark 26.8.71
2d 8.2.70 Jdiddleton, iorecambe + . " 6.8.72
Ad Ot T Thurstaston, Dee ¥ ‘meland, Netherlands 15.8.72
2Y  24.2.71 dc, lnke. Dze + ilanche, Irance Le9.72

A4 22,12.68 Ficl, .crzcambe + Beira Litoral, Portugal 0,11, 7

In addition tiiro were o biras from Morecambe Bay controlled on the Wash and 2 on
the Ribblc, (a2 the Vil thera were also 6 birds controlled from the Dee, and cne
each from the 3olwey ~nd tne Swale. There vas @ single bird ringed on the ‘Yash

~ad Touvnd dcwl ~n vha ol

-t

Curler Sand~iner

. T mmtemsn e w mk o w .

Juv  28.0.69  iclhench, Tash + Vinnitsa, Ukraine SSR 14,8, 71
FT 14371 Wisbecn, JamuSe v Pori., Finland 11.8.72
o 288,72  lcacley, rent + Calvados, Trance 29.8.72
Dunlin

2 1.8.50 “erpington, wWash x Murmansk U.S.S.R. 18,10, 71
0 Lol 55 b, Was x Komi. .t.S.5.R. 23.5.71
20 25.2000 i " + Arkhangelsk, UJ.S.5.R. L,10.71
L0 0067 Z.nle v Stokkseyn, Iceland 25.5.72
1T 10.CL55  Taneness, I.c.iian 7 Akrar, Iceland 17.7.72
LI 9.5.T0 Thorinsuvon, asa v skrar, Iceland 29.7472
F AR Ticl. uhoscnmbe 7 Pori, Miniand LeBa72
S0 30.8.40 0 Toaarminston, Uash v Ottenby, Sweden 5¢8.72
Sl BN 72 Toint o i, Dee v Ottenby, Sweden 6.8.72
it S T Ccrtly, orccambe v Yorhamn, Sweden 31.7.72
To 15.,41,h3 x Amager, Denmark 21,8.72
AL 2.0.72 : + Jutland, Denmark 15.9.72
Ad 0077 _tsaouth v Langwarden, 7. Germany 2C.5.72
TG 749,00 evl nslesey + Vlieland, Netherlands 27.7.72
Ad 2.12.67  Taviangton, Jortsmouth v " " 29.9.72
M 11,10,69  “evirze. Deo x Schiermonnikoug, Netherlands 179472
PT  28.5.7" Somdeon, llorecavbe v Vlieland, Netherlands 8.9.72
L7987 Tevcrtore sk + Nord, France 21.7.72
FroO18,C. Povdnon. Loony < T1le et Vilaine, France MaeTe (2
A 90w Toareeine DU, ane . Beira Litoral, Tortugnl C.11.71
Juv 18,0400 R DL v DPuertn Cansadu, .iorocco 9.9.72
17 - 9.1C. 1 Tty faale v " " " 25.8.72

Aniong the interesiing wovenents within Britain two Dee ringed winter Dunlin were
contrelizl cn the Vool on 28,3.72. Other British mcvements were

AL 25.7.77% farlinton, Portsmuuth v Foulney, iorecambe 16.7.72
AL 30,9.69 bugencos, Kent v+ Wewbiggen, Morecambe 1049.72
LA 24.7.7° Germoulh, Loray v ollerton, lash 29456.72
Sanderiing

BT 24.5.71 Foint of aAlr, Dee + Dakar, Senegal C26,1.72
A 21.8.7C  loylake, Dee + llord, France 2348472
P 13,7.58  Znetticihiam, Tash + Manche, France 7.8.71
17 186.9,71  Therpham. .Jash ‘ x Alger, /Mlgeria 18.2.72

In a2ddition there were fewv distant controls within Britain involving the Dee,
ilumbcr, ilerecambe say and the wash.,

uff

Ad. F. 23.8.69 Vicbech S.F., Cambs. v ilunster, “. Germany 10.8.7¢
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University ci Dundee N.EB. Greeniand Dxpedition 1972

+.tls Green and .nL. «#illiams

On the 10th July 1972 two rather excited members cf the Wash Jader Ringing Group set
of f to Scotland to jein this exnedition. That night we flew to Iceland and on the
12th left heykjavik by charbter 7ligh%t to NE Greenland arriving at Mestersvig (760161,
23°5517) 2t 21,00 nours in brilliant sunshine. ..8 soon as our tempurary camp had
been pitched were were off on our first walk over the tundra, not returning until
OleOC - tut still in brillisnt sunshinei Long-tailed Duck, Red-throated Divers,
Glaucous (lls. .retic Jerns, o rairs of Dunlin, cne prir of Ringed Flover and Snow
Suntings were cur introducticn tc Arectic C(rnithology, and n1l set amongst the most
fantastically Leautiful scenery nnd under blue sky with brilliant sunshine and complete
calm, Hext daoy e moved cnap and settled on o site overlooking Kong Oscar's Fjord
vhiech woas our vpase until Centember,

Jur aim wns to cateh. ring, weigh and measure some breeding waders. It turned
out tn be rather difficult: The breeding population was thinly spread over many milcs
of country and the season wns poer, probably because of bad weather in June and July.
lion-breeding :-. 3, or yesrs of poor breeding are well known cccurances in the Arctic
and uafertunately cannot be Torecast. The most commenly occurring wwader was the
Ringed Flover '/iich was found vherever there were areas of small broken stones,
neobles or sainsile but although we found many birds holding territcery /e found very
few nests (only 4) and sor very few juveniles l:ter in the season. Dunlin were less
common =nd restricted to boggy rluces or rather et tundra. Sanderling were even

less frequent. e only saw Turnstone occasionally and Knot rarely. /e did not

record Furple Sandpiper or Phalaropes. e spent 2 great deal of time fruitlessly
Tatching waders on territory hoping far clucs to nest or young and wexvalked many
miles in cearch of wadors,

It was impossible tc catch waders on territory in 2 wide open landscape when
there was daylight for weeks on end and when there was no nest - or we could not
find one. When we found nests of Ringed rlover and Dualin we caught the adults
quite easily with drep trap or singlc shelf mist net., AEV had the remarkable
experience of lifting ~ brocding Senderling (3 pulli) from its nest by hand - and it
was back on its young within 3U seconds of being released while we stood a [ew yards
avay.

The 1large ~rcas of saady beach and estuarine silt near Mestersvig were quite
unsuitable f'or waders, pcobnbly beenusc they were pcor in invertebrates. Breeding
waders feed on insects and other arthropcds living on the tundra. Ve rarely saw
zatherings of waders and our largest {lock, which we saw nly once, was of 19 young
Sanderling feeding along several hundred y~rds of beach vhere seaweed had been
exposed by a low spring tide, e might have caught these with ‘walk-in' traps but
this was the one catching method e did not take and could not make. Improvisations
#ith single siiell mist nets caught one Sanderling and cne Ringed Plover. Later
experiments with a c¢lap net failed. On several occasions we might have successfully
used 'walk-in' traps is we had carried them on our backs ready for instant use.
Although we set cur canron net we never had a chance to use it., ‘Vader movements
were unpredictable and birds were rarely seen in the same place twice. & cannon net
is tou unwieldy and heavy for two men to carry about the tundra on the offchance
that it might be usefull

Iotals

Species Ringed Shot Tutal Measured
Pulli AD;Juv Total

Ringed Plover 5 5 v 7 12
Dunlin L 2 6 1 3
Sanderling 3 2 5 9! 2
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fe measured too fe¥ birds to fulfill our hope of choracterising the NE Greenlar
breeding waders. .owevewr. the somple from Ringed IFlover is useful, and these measux
ments and those from tne Zunlin may be directly compared with d~ta collected in
Rritain, The pirds were mensurcd hy GHG o hias measured mnny waders in Britain o
who is known te obinin mensucements watehing thosce onllented by other wash measurers
Several birds wore shot (e paud o permit) to inerense the sample size of the commens
Ringed ‘lover and o cnllocet samples of [ond trom oesephagus and gilzzard.

It sears worthwhile renorting our mensurcments in full, and for the present
without comment.

Species Inre sfg Jding ALl Jdeight
Ringed Plover 1he? Ad 131 ym 53
15,7 24 130 13 62
19,7 i 135 1 61
19.7 Ad 132 13 57
287 a4 il 14 55 shet - male
28.7 ad 125 13 5 shot - male
10,8 Ad 131 13 50 shot -~ male
10658 M4 133 14 Sk shot - male
12.8 ad 134 13 61 ,
17.8 24 13 13 75 shot - fenale
21 -4 13 13 70  shot - male
21.8 24 129 13 5 shot - male
e e - s o, :
-Helan E;i% :& lgg g? :Z% pair from same nest
0oy A4 15 30 4O snut - female
Sanderling o8 a0 127 26 60
Tl gV 126 2 5C

Hearly all the ~dults and the juvenile were dye marked yellow on their under-
parts and 2 tall whitec colow’ rinz was placed on their left legs (Danish metaliring
on the right. e hoped for later sightinsgs (Jader Study Group Bulletin No. 6) and
we have been rewarded by btvo incrediblc records. Of the 5 ringed plover so marked
two have been scen in Zryciand!  In both ~ases the unrks and colour rings were
accurately desceribed by tie ~bscrver. Ouc bird wns sceen i the mouth of the Jitham
near Boston, Lines, cr the 20tn :ugust nd acain -n the 23rd. The second was seen!
~nt Draycote Reservoir. .wrwicks. con the rome date -~ Z0th wgustti 4s far as we ~re!
wware these are the first wreven records of IS Greenland Ringed Plover in Britain.
Salomonsen (1971) Hed, cnm trenlend 191, 2, 752, menticns the recovery of one bird
which was ringed near Terry Oaks, Middlesex on 22,8.62. and found in NW Greenland
Auring June 1964 but opart trom this the only cther recoveries of Greenland Ringed.
Plover are in lceland, and one shot at lestersvig, 21.7.64 hich had been ringed in
Senegal 22.10.58.

Although we did not ~atch many waders nnd therefore largely failed in our aimi
to characterise NI (rcenland birds by measurement e have gnined a great deal cf
rractical experiencc and feel that a future expedition could be mcre successful, 23
2 good breeding season, 2 lot cf encrgy and cnough money! Ve doubt hether large
scale wader ringing will ever be possible in this part cf Greenland but 2 highly
energetic expedition reaching Gireenland in June could catch a good number cf birdsi
2t the nest. It is 2 long way from pair to pair and valuable days would be spent
foot-slcgging. If sufficient people went to lMestersvig and then had the use of 2
helicopter to scatter them over = wide area much more ground could be covered guite
quickly. Inflatable boats with powerful outboard motors would be useful after the:
prck-ice had broken up - out this is not until after about 20th July.

e would like to thenk the other members of the ecxpedition for their interest
and help, porticularly those of the biclogy party, and especially R.W{. Summers who
helped in many ways.
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chmbridge Tceland Zwvedition 1972

carri
inv

“he Combridpe Iceland llxmeditisn 1972

ronths, if'rom april until (ctober 1972,
of passage wodcers and brecding birds

the passage of waders thrcough lceland
roulting birds corried out
-nd august.

Were

in the ~utumn.lFo

fourteen members tccs part in the expe
during the pnssage pericds.  uy dorrison a
land, .ngela idorrisor ~nd Luncan Rotiwiell

8

ther members spent up
Land Rovers, one short-—

cne nentn during
znd one Long-ithcelb

telenhones, a feature which rroved essentinl
creas and at specific cntching sites.  The

rants from the NERC nnd Zeynl Sceiety, @it
contributicns from the %.0.U., °T,O.. T.A.
trusts and industrial ccncerns, The Jash
two cannon net sets, whicn vere fired 101 t

ras .as

s total of 5,955 bi
the srpring passage, 805 ru l i

caught duri

~assage, <231 ringed birds vere cought, inc
‘hich were Knot (Table I'}. 'Juring the cx
Moult Cards were completed (Tnble 3). /1l

sorrison, James «ilson nnd Duncoan
f'eir days clcaring our
an extensive programme of reeo
~ratchers, which nnd 11r~”ﬁ crrived, e
the shore, though these rersed very auic
spart from smail numbers of Purnle Sendpipe
the beaches were rather empty, +hough
the latter half of April ~nd ecnrly May huge
stone, Purple Sandpipers, Fclden Plover,
“iilson, David Penrson and Grenville Clarke
"t an extremely hectic pnse throughout the
practically every tide csuld be worked, C

sy
and after
carrying out

4! srent in

A r\(i

4O

3

e

and o
mnde in

several gmnll and useful chtches

Snipe.

tenes vere mnde ~t many sites on the

e}
L

programue of research Lusting six

“nd migration studies boeth
Detailed obscrvations on

and actunn and studices on

were carried ~ut Auring July

ol cut
Lving ringiig:
1i in leelnnd.
SPring

eding atudies

n

with 2 unximum of 7~9 present

nd Jomes Vilson suvent six menths in

1 five and sontns respectively nnd the
~oak passage time. Tronsport was in two
ase, which were equipped with VHF radio-

1 for effective operation in many coastal

pedition wns financed vprinci tarousn

i further significant and gene
F.5.1. and o number of other gr
‘~der Ringing Group again very
imes?

dition,

3

f.

v

11y
us
anting bcd¢bs,
kindly loane

e

e
erc

ng the cxvedition (Tnble I), 2,261 Auring

nd bre@dlng birds and 2,889 tirds during the autumn

luding 140 ecarrying fritish ringss, 13C Of
cdition 512 Mest Recerd Zards ~nd 346

birds caught vere processed.

wothwell arrived in Iceland on &4th Anril
equipment and vehicles, were scen at large
winls&snce on the western const Oyster-
dshonk wvere ~mongst the few wnders found nn

kly to take up their breeding territories.
rz ~nd Turnstones, which winter in Icelona,
were mnde, 1In
numbers of waders arrived - Knct, Turn-~
~himbrel etc. .ingela Horrison, Rob
expedition nnd work continued
1ck cof darkness meaning that
west

Jolned the
month, the

nd south coassts, the L-.rizest being 560 ~t 5,30 ~.a. cn 2 smnll island in Hvalf jordur
which could enly be rencned by bo“t at hisn tide, .xn norinl survey of the principal
pays ~round the Snaefells renlnuula vns mnde in ndd-kay cnd ~ccounted for about
50,000 Knct in this ~rea, o B.B.C. televisicn film team visited the cxpedition =nd
some of the materinl will be included on the programme cn Iceland in the series
'"The Jorld sbout Us', zcreduled for Decembcr 1. 72,

In early June, Guy .Jorrison and James /ilson presented papers ~t the 2.0.U.

Conference which was held in Reykjavik,
started in earnest,
Northwest to the middle of
north coast as far east as
were ringed nnd two of these have ~lready b
Lymington, Hampshire ~nd the cther in Denms

the south coast

3y mid-July, larpge numbers of waders

Andrew Codman and J/illirm Dick arrived., »lco
carried out o programme of {ecding studics,
with something like five consccutive tides
sites mere than 50 miles ~»ort. Dunlin, i
now 1 target species with many on the
the Knot pnssed through rapidly, putting
main passage finished by mid-August and in
Lloyd for the final phase of the work,

1~
198

Myvatn being coarried out.

were
unceremoniously bnck ints thic cannon ne.tine rcoutine.

shore,
on nuch

and then work on pulli and breeding birds
dorking as two independent tecrms, the entire constline from the

was covered, with a further survey of the
845 pulli and breeding birds
gen recovered - both Redshank, one in

ko,

agnin on the shore and we were thrown
Tony Prater, Chris Clapham,
o Julinn Idment2ni and Susan Danswan who
Jork ~gain hectie, teo say the least,
being worked ~t cne stnge involving two
ici: were very scarce in the snring, were
~nd our dota showed thot both they and
less weight than in the spring. The
early September we were joined by Clare

A
e

~
5]

Particular ~ttention was pnid tc Purnle
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Sandpipers and Oystercatchers which rewtincd in lccland to moult before migrating.
Huge numbers of geese were seen on pnssage, including flocks of 4=5,C00 Brent
Geese in onc small arca on the west coast., 'Work drew naturally to o close in
early October.

airecady 19 Knot and 1 Turnstone have bteen controlled in 3ritain; 2lso one
Knot in Denmerk and one in Germany, ~s well 2s thc two Redshank mentioned anove.

further information on the cxpedition mey be obtained from R.I.G. iiorrison
(c/o B.1.0.), and copies of the 1971 Report, containgint full scientific results,
mey be obtained from Tony Prater (price 60p.)

TABLE T

o r— s m—

TOTALS OF BIRDS RINGED ON THE CaMBRIDGE ICELAID EXPEDITION 1972

Adults Juvs Pulli Teta
Species C R NR c R NR C R NR
Red-throated Diver - - - - - - - - 1
fulmar - - - - - 3 - - 1 L
Grey Log Goose - - 3 - - - - - L 7
Oystercatcher 2 6 124 - 6 124, - 26 214 502
Ringed Plover - 2 L5 - 1 9 - 11 135 203
olden Flover - - - - - - - - 40 L)
Turnstone 28 58 016 - 3 28 - - = 933
Purple 3zndpiper 3 8 L08 - 15 256 - 8 699
Dunlin 6 21 357 - 1 22 - - L 65N
rnot 190 52 098 - - T 235l
Sanderling - - 8l - - - - - - 8l
Redshanrk 2 - 43 - - 28 - 6 129 208
Block=-tailed Gedwit - - - - - - - - 2 2
Whimbrel - - 1 - - - - 5 97 103
Snipe - - 3 - - - - I Z 3
Red-necked Phoalarope - - 59 - - 5 - = 6 70
Arctic Skua - - - - - - - - 7 7
Black-h aded Gull - - 18 - - 12 - - 3 33
Kittiwnke - - 1 - - - - - - 4
arctic Tern - - - - 1 - - 3 L
heatear - - - - - - - - L L
Redwing - - - - - - - - 2 3
231 147 4100 - 35 722 - 49 67 5955

C Contrcl
R Retrap
NR Newly ringed

TABLE IT

SUMMARY OF BIRDS CCNTROLLED BY CAMBRIDGE ICELAND ZXPEDITICN 1972

0/c T/S P/S Dunlin Knot R&/8 Total.
British 1 L - 127 2 137
British ~lready carrying Icelandic - - - - 3 - 3

N

Icelandic (other ringers) - - - - 1 - 1
Icelandic (own, but moved 5 km.) - - 1 - 2 - C 3
Icelandic: from 1970 1 - - - LB - 49
from 1971 s - 24 1 3 9 - 37

Nnrwegian - - - - 1 - 1
Dutch - - 1 - - - 1
2 28 3 6 19¢ 2 231

0/C Oystercatcher, T/S Turnstonc, F/S Purple Sandpiper, R/S Redshank
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SUMMARY OF NEST RECORD CARDS AID MOULT CARDS CCOMPLETED BY THT CAMBRIDGE ICELAND
ZXPEDITION 1972

Mest Record Crrds doult Cards

Qystercatcher 17 145
Ringed Plover 38 2
‘rolden Plever 9 -
Turnstone - 28
Purple Sandnpiper L 124
Sunlin 12
Sanderling - 1
Redshank 99 17
Black=tailed Godwit 5 -
Whimbrel 73 -
3nipe L -
Red-necked Phcolarope 6 -
iretic Skua 7 -
Black=headed Gull - 2C

31 2 r o —

512 WA

The ./,W.R.G. Visit to Denmork and Sweden, lugust 1972

Mew informntion on the timing of Dunlin wing moult

by P. Stanley

It is unfortunate that considering the 1l .rge ~uwount cf intcrest in waders in Denmari
and Sweden there is sc little liaison betwcen ornithologists in these countries and
workers in Britain, With this in mind and with the intention of obt~ining measure-
ments cof waders on possage through the Baltic o small party composed of Mike and
Daphne .ntson and Pefer and Judy Stanley visited Fenno-Scardia in August 1972,

Our first eall wns ot Blasvands-liuk on the west coast of Denmark where for many
years the visible aigration of waders his been intensively studied., This field of
wader research which has been somewhat negleeted in Britain has produced valuable
infermation that when ~nalysed in cornjunction with ringing datn has nllowed 2 more
comprehensive picturc of wader migration to be drawn than c~n be obirined from ringi.,.
data alone. Thus, werkers at Blaavonds—Huk have produced an interesting paper on thc
migration of the Knot through the lMorth Sea and thcir paper on the general visible
sader migration at Blacvands-tuk is extremcly valuable.

The party spent nlmest n week at Ottenby sird Observ-tory situzted ~n the
southern tip of the isleand of Oland that lies off the S.F. const »f° Sweden. Ottenby
hns long been famous for the piloneer work on pnsserine nd wador migration started
2t the beginning of this century and large numbers of Wadcru have been trapped for
many years. The catching technique is based on cnge travs that are plnaced on the
banks of rotting seawced that build up around the rocky shoreline., Bccause the
Baltic is not tidal, the traps can be plrced at the waters edge and when visited
cvery 45 mins. during daylight have produced satisfactory numbers of waders. e
were very impressed by this trapping method ~nd feel sure that it could be applicd
with success in Britain., The efficiency of catching is high and the technique should
ope ideal for trapping freshwater wnders on vools etc. where the water level is

clatively stable. (Jack Reynolds hns rceently used cnge traps successfully in N,
Norfolk to cnteh Snipe ~nd other fresh water waders.)

With the generous cooperation of tho Ottenby Bird Observatory, the party were
qblg to mcdsure approximately 200 wnders including ~ valuable snnple of 130 Dunlin.
The Dunlin proved to be partlcul“rly interesting bcecause n significant proportion
of the ndults wiere migrating in suspended wing moult. The sample of 13C contained
4 juveniles ~nd 70 of the adult blrdu had ecleven old primaries and had not started




moulting. Fiftcen tirds were in typicnl suspended primary moult with from 1 to 7
fully grown new primarics ~nd a full complement of old primaries. A further 24 birds
nad virtually suspended their moult with a full wing of old and new primaries except
for one new prim~ry at an odvanced stage of {'enther growth (stage 3 or L4). Of the
remaining birds, wony bod o loest full crdngs vith oo number off now prinnrics growing
in o block (cee © old 2nd j now b stage Ji)e The Dunlin b Ottenby during this
peried were on misration, oaly stopping bto feed for ~ mnttor of hours and retraps

of birds ringed aerce than 12 hours proviously were very rarc.  The saaple contained
two British ringed Dunling

BB 93182 »inpged ~s an cdult 20,06,69. Toerrington, Horfolk
BH 87377 r oo ti 29,1,72, Point ot dr. Flintsihire

The samvle can thus be concidered to contain birds velcnging to the populations
that visit Britain. It is considered unlilkely that they hnad stopped elsewhere on
their migration long enough to start moulting ond thus these Dunlin probably start
their moult on the breeding zvounds. It is interesting that a catch nnde on the
“lash on 28.3.72 ccntoined 1 Dunlin in suspended moult and Dunlin in suspended moult
were also recorded in ilorocco, (sce il. Pienkowski in this bulletin). It is of cours:
logical that n snall bird such ~s o Dunlin would undertnke a migration with A full
wing, active wing moult would probably decreasc [light efficiency nnd entail greater:
energy consumption.

Cne strikinz fenture of the Dunlin ringing ~t Qttenby is that the observatery
very rorely controls Lirds ringea in previsus years - 4 very different situaticn 3
Dunlin ringing in Britain, = useful nuwaber of Juvenile Wood Sandpilpers were trapped
and n further ten species nf wader handled.

1972 wns ~ very bod ~ubwan Por wader trapping in Sweden, the number trapped -t
Ottenby being wall dom on acrmrl years. Our noxt stop »n3 ot the Falsterbo 3ird
Ovservatory that is situnted n the scuthcrn tip of Sweden. This Observntory is, cf
course, famous for the¢ bird of prey passaze but considerable numbers of waders are
trapped in July nnl :ugust. Wne trapping site is o poel with patchy vegetation a
small distance inloand from the shore nnd once again cage traps are employed. The
main specics caught are Dunlin, Snipce and Sandvipers.

Je verc very fortuncte ir having Wisls Olte Preuss, the organiser of the Danish
ringing scheme to introducc us to Denmark and esnecially to show us the famous wader
tinging sitc at imager. It is to be hoped thet at lcast part of this tremendous sit
can be maintained as 2 reserve -nther than be lost to urban development.

The rcst of our stay on the contvinent was s ent cobserrsing waders in Denmark and
Holland, .fe would likc %5 thaniz 2ll the people in Denmurk ond Sweden who made the
trip so enjoyablc and werthwhile. Considerable interest was shown in the W.S5.G. and
we now have ~ number »f Janish and Swealsh members.

Carbridge Sidi Houssa (Morocco) Txpedition 1972

by Derek Stanyard

.5 2 follow up to the soroccan Expedition of 1971 a team of ringers spent 10 days ni
netting waders on an aren of salt liogoons about 400 miles down the Atlantic coast of!
Morocco, during September of this yecar.

The Moroccan Administration des Faux et Forets grantcd permission for the
expedition to operate and the Institut Scientifique Cherif'ien (Rabat) supplied rings

‘he compar~tively siert peried spent on the site proved extremely rewarding, in
111 1300 birds werc caught of wnich 1150 were waders. Besides o large number of
valuable retraps and controls from last ycar, the group also controlled birds from
Sweden (2 Curlew Sandpiper nnd 1 Ringed Ilover), Germany (1 Curlew Sandpiper) and
Britain (2 Dunlin), One cf the Dunlin having been ringed on the Wash two months
previously.
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The species totals for waders caught in the 10 drys nre as follows:-—

Ringed Plover 79 freonsiinnk 2C
Kentish Plover 55 Knot 15
Grey Flover A Little Stint 100
Turnstone 2 Tewmincks Stint 1
Curlew 1 Dunlin L6
Black-tailed Godwit 15 Curlew Sandpiper 267
Bar-tailed Godwit 9 Ruff 6
Common Sandpiper 15 Blnck=iinged 3tilt 8
Redshank S

It is hoped that ~ full report of "4he Txpedition® will be published within
the next flew months,

4s n footnote wader ringers may like to note that owing to o lack of ~veilable

french rings of the correct size "the Ixpedition' used 800 British rings in lorocce
«eese an incentive pernaps to send in controls prontly.

University of Bast .nglia FExpedition to Tarfavya Province, Morocco 1972

by iMike Plenkowski

In W.3.G. Bulletins 4 2nd 6 I outlined the rcsults of the 1971 work ~n waders in
morocco conducted by the UEA Ekxpedition ~nd gove rensons for return visits., This
year two such expeditions took place - one led by Derek Stanyard to continue work ot
the excellent catching site 2t Sidi kouss~ in lorth ilorocco in September (which is
described elsewherc in this bulletin) wnd the present one aimed ~t cxtending the
work to Puerto Cansndce, « const2l leogoon in the cxtremc south of Moroccs (see map)
near the vorder witn Spanish Sahara (Rio de Cro).

We lcft England in mid-July and travelled foirly rapidly through France and Spain
to arrive in ilorocco on 24 July. After o bricf stop 2t Rabat to collect rings and
discuss prospects with ilonsicur Thevenot ond Monsieur Tlkaim of the Institut Scienti-
fique Cherifiien - wno were as cver most helpful and hospitable - we moved on to Sidi
ioussa to arrive on 27 July, the day after thc spring tide.

It was our intention to spend n few Jdays here bofore moving on south to our
main area of study. This would sive us the opportunity of catching some of the birds
already at 51di Houssa and cstablish scveral points on, for example, the moult and
weight graphs for comparison with those of the Cambridge Expedition 5 or 6 weeks
later. In addition, of course, there was the possibility of retraps ziving valuable
weight change and moulting rate data on individual birds. For three dnys cannon-
netting attenpts were mnde cn the tidal iogoon 2t the mouth of the mnrsh system but
despite several near misses only one snall catch of 1 Avocet, 2 Dunlin, 3 Greenshank
and 1 Grey Plover resulted. .\ further 3 days were spent mist-netting on the salt
pans (which were to be the Cambridge Txpedition's main working area) with catches of
57, 23 and 15 respectively, the neap tide being rcached on the last night and the
vaders then not being forced off the adjacent salt marsh. Kentish Plover, Redshank
Dunlin and Curlew Sandpiper were -the mnin species caught but there were also a few
Ringed Flover, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Greenshank, Little S*int and
Black-winged Stilt. .n extra bonus was provided after dawn on the list morning by
2 Swallows and a Woodchat Shrike., Our catches included 2 Kentish Plover and 2 Red-
shank retraps from 1971 and onc of the Kentish Plovers was again retrapped by Derek
Stanyard's group in September.

On 4 August we headed south in the hope of rcnching Puerto Cansado by the svring
tide of 10 August. The road is fully madc up and presents no obstacle as far as Tan
Tan and slightly beyond but Pucrto Cnnside lics 100 nilecs beyond this town. The firs-
part of the route beyond the end of the road consisted of rough desert tracks (at
times existing more in nome than in physical reality) but the last few miles were
completely cross~country - around duncs and over sand drifts and boulder desert.

-



The route passed over the Cued (River) Chebeikn where we hnad stayed for some ti.
in 1971, Herc - bank had been bullt ~cross the cstunry to extend the road further
south. The tidal flew nod thus neen cut off leaving a large lake on the inland side
of the bank. This, of course, has ruinecd the estunry for ~aders although a flock of
several thousand Lesser plock-bzcked Gulls hove :oved in. The bank is to be cut in
the near future bty the building of n 150 metre long oridge which hopefully will allo:
tidel flow aznine iHowever, since the building of the bank and due to the lack of
scouring, thc sea beach has been drifted ocross tc mouth of the river Torming a
second barrier. There ~rc some doubts ~s to whether tic full tidal ncoture of the
estuary will be restorcd,

Our noped of arriving nt Puerto Cansado in time for the spring tides were dashed
(n the evening of 9 August when our locally eaiployed suide lost his way and led us ii
n osand drift on 1 steev slope. Our cofforts to exirrct the Land Rover resulted in the
complete shattering of thec ncar differentinl. e wore shortly Jjoined by one of the
lorry drivers who use the desept track tc supply Tarfaya, o town near the Rio de Or
border. He had a similar problem having broken his prop shaft about 300 metres away)
at 2lmost the same timel

Leaving 211 the equipment in the desert ~nd hnlf of the cxpedition members to
guard it, we recturned with difficulty to Tan Tan using front wheel drivc only nand bthe
menaged to obtain and £it o very old and dusty sccond hand differential. llowever, ti
procedure cost us 5 deays nnd delayed our ~rrival nt Puertc C-nsado until 15 lAugust,
thus missing the spring tide series.

The lagoen is 21 lu, long <1ad up tc 5 km. wide nnd is bounded on the east and
south by cliffs; cn the west by liorge sand £lats backed by an extensive dune systen
wnich nlso spreads along thc const, The l-goon opens northwards to the itlantic and
consists of 7 km. of sand flat lagoon leading into 8 km. of salt marsh, this in turny
widening out to a sebka (521t flats] 8 km. long and 4~5 km. wide. ‘e esta.lished ca
Tor 4 weeks ncar 2 fisiing settlement Sidi T1 lisid 2-3 km. from the mouth and made
trips to Tan Tan at abecut weekly intervels 4o colleet fucl, water and supplies.
During the stay studics were made of thc vegetation of the lagoon and invertebrates
on which the waders feed, as '7vell ~s the counts and ringing of waders and some
passerines,

The wader popul-tion of Fucrto Consado during our stay was estimoted as a minim
cf 18,000 (this compares with about 100,000 cstimated in Jonuary 1964 by Blondel),
consisting mainly of Oystereatchers; Ringed, Kentish and Grey Plovers; Turnstone;
Curlew; “himbrel; Bar-tailcd Gedwit; Redshonk; snot; Little Stint; Dunlin; Curlew
Sandpiper ~nd Sanderling. ivocets nnd Bl-ock-t~iled Godisits on rapid through passage
were ~lso roted. Several cannon-nct catches were mnde, totalling about 600 waders -
mainly Knot, Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper with some Ringed Plover, Grey Flover, Turnston
3ar-tailed Godwit, Little Stint and Sanderling.

The data gnthered by the cxpedition h=s not yct been 2nalysed but several high—
lights are noticeable. Several of these concerned moult including the finding of
suspended moult in Kentish Flover and Dunlin following last year's extcnsive occurre
in Ringed Plover. A Curlew Sandpiper cnught twice at Puerto Cansado has also given
some interesting information on the rate of its moult. During 15 days its moult sco
had advanced from 3C to 49,

On the rccovery side, cpart from the 4 birds retrarped from the 1971 expedition
and 8 birds caught twice this year, there were 5 controls among this year's birds:
two Dunlin both ringed as juveniles in autumn 1971 from Kent and the Dee resmectivell
and & third from Norway; and two Curlew Sandpipers which were ringed in Holland and
Tunisia,

Recoveries are also beginning to come in from the birds ringed by the 1971
Expediticn. These have included 3 juvenile Redshanks shot in Jan. Feb. and March
1972 in Moroccou; 2 Dunlin shot in August 1972 in Francec and 1 Greenshank found dead
in a musk-rat trap in liay 1972 in Finlond! With wore than 3000 waders ringed by the
3 cxpeditions to Morocco in the last 2 years further recoveries can be looked forwar
to.
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During our rcturn a2 couple of days were spent at Point d'Arcay in Francc where
A flock of 10,000 waders landed tantalizingly close to our cannon nets but unfortun=-
ately only 11 birds nctually entered thc catching n~rea, However, French cooking ~nd
the hospitality of French ‘rader ringers tozether with superb views of 2lmost innum-
crable s.ccics of migrant birds of prey on the reserve made the visit as memorable
as that of last year.

SKETCH MAP OF THE WEST CO..ST CF MOROCCO
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The Use of Leg Coloar as an Ageing Criterion in the Ruff

by David Pearscn

I was interusted to rond Tony ree's comments on the leg cclour of Ruff wintering in
South africn, iy own coacrvations on the subject from Kenya, summariscd below, show
that this character coancs be used "lenc =6 an cccurate ngeing criterion, but noneth.
less provides n useful g suide,

Yen

There is ~ change rrom = .reen/grey-groen juvenile leg colour to 2n 2dult colour
in the orangc/vernillion/rink ronge. his is ~ccouplished either by o~ steady progres
sion through greenish-brc'n, trovn and orange-brown, or via 1 ncttled state in whicn
arcas of greenish grow sa~iler and ~reas of orange lorger. The mottled state is mora
often 2pparcnt during the loter stages of thc transition. In Kenya, first year Ruff
can be separated from older birds on plumage until .ipril. The caaracteristic golden-
buff edgings of the juvenile median coverts and tertials are already worn and difficu
to seec by mid winter, but the odgir* of the inncrmost median coverts is retained unti
these feathers re renlﬂcea 1~te in spring. ifonthly numbers of female Ruff with
varicus leg cclours trapped ~t Lake Nakuru between Cctober 1970 and September 1972
are given below. First year ~nd older ('~dult') birds nre shovm separately 'Browm!
includes 2ll variations in the greenish~brovm to orange-brovn transition range.

“irst Toor 'Adults?
et 3 C o - 5 R h i I Rt 3 0 I D J r M o
GREDH 1% 10 13 24 S 3 115 L 5 2 2 = 1 - - =
BROWN - 3 1 L 6 17 3 13 13 3 35 9 L 13 30 2 8 g
VOTTIED - - 41 = 2 L2 7 19 15 2 7 19 1 1 -
ORANGE - - - - - - - - - 26 122 93 36 8L 2322 27 61 36!

The majority of first year birds retnin the juvenile leg colour until about
January, but in some the tr-nsition h~s comicnced 2s carly ns Septembcr. ilost have
either rottled or browniczh legs by March ~nd ipril, ond o few have then recached
orange-brown or dull red cclour clese to the adult range. In older birds the propor-
tion with other than orangc legs decreases from over 30% in early autumn to about 10,
in spring. Green-legged iults ~r¢ oceasionnlly tranped in autumn, but are virtuallj
absent from Decewber ocwvards. The tables suggest that the colour change commecnces at
some time between the first ~utumn snd the sccond autumn, and is usually completed
during the sccend yoar,

Since first year birds hsve rarely been cought ~t Nakuru in subsequent years,
retraps have yrovided little information on the leg colour >f adults of knoin age.
o few btirds are certainly still completing tlic transition early in their third year.,
Of 36 rotrooes snown tc hnve bcun in their third yeor or older, ~1l but threc had
completely orange legs. Tac exceptions., nll August/Scptember birds, were respcetive:
orange with 55 greenish mottling, brown, and pink with 507 brovmn mottling. & very
small numbcr «f ~dults perhaps never nttain the normal orange colour; the 12st of tha
three retraps mentioned zvove was in fact ot least fourth year. IHakuru retraps
involving birds with transition lcg colours ~re listcd below. The complete change
can c¢vidently tnke morce th=n twelve months,

Ringed .d 1.1.71 Zrowm Retrarped 26,9.71 Orange
A 26.9.71 iecttled 29.,1,72 Mottled (mainly orange:
A 2441.71 Brown 26.9.71 Orange
44 31.,12.70 Orange-brown 12.2,72 Crange
Ad 0 11.9.71 iottled 3uke72  Orange
2d 23.5.71 Brown Bale 72 Orange
17 2,1.71 Green 19.8.72 Mottled (mainly orange)
4 15,10,71 Brovm 2.9.72 Qrange
A 6.1.72 Cronge 16.9.72 Orange

sd 26.9.72 Greenish=brown 16,9.72 Brown
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Leg colour would appear to be mest useful as an ageing character when taken in
conjunction with wing plumage. A bird with 'adult' inner median coverts caught
between August and April is prcbably second year if the legs are ether than crange.
range-legged birds might include a few second year individuals later in winter, but
aire nnst likely to be over two years old.

Female Ruff are many times more numercus on Tast African wintering grounds than
nales, and have accounted for 93% of the birds caught at Nakvru. As far as can be
zathered from the rather small sample examined, males undergo a similar leg colour
change tc females, but more frequently seem to have acquired mottled or brownish legs
vy theilr first autumn,

The age proportions of Ruff wintering in Kenya cppear to We very different than
in South Africa. Of birds caught at Nakuru over the past two years, 18.4% have been
rirst year, 17.5% non orange-legged adults and 64.,1% orange-legged adults, most
presumably in their third year or older. First year birds are rarely retrapped, and
nave shown little tendancy to return to the area in successive years. Twelve of the
282 'adult' birds ringed in 1970/71 were retrapped the following season (four of
these had yet to acquire orange legs when first handled), but not one of the 86 first
vinter birds. The indications are that Ruff wander more and tend to migrate further
south in their first year than subsequently., From their second .year, many birds
apparently return to the same wintering grounds.

iost Ruff recorded in 5ritain are juvenile autumn passage migrants with green

~egs. Legz colour cbservations from regular British wintering grounds or indeed from
surcpean breeding grounds would obviously be of interest.

SOME RESULTS FROM RINGING DUNLIN ON THE DEE ESTUARY IN AUTUMN

by R.A. Eades

Some details of the Merseyside Ringing Group's results from ringing Dunlin on the
Dee Tstuary in May were given in a previous bulletin, and I should now like to look
at the results from ringing Dunlin on the Dee in "Autumn", that is, in the months
July, August and September, again using the data of the Merseyside Ringing Group.

The M.R.G. first started to ring Dunlin on the Dee in 1958 at Shotton Pools,
Jlintshire. These fresh water pcols lie behind the sea wall in an area of pasture
used for grazing cattle. (They were, and still are, strictly private). Cows were
zllowed uccess to the water to drink, keeping the vegetaticn low and the pcols muddy.
The habitat was very attractive to wading birds of most species, including Stints,
Spotted Redshank, Greenshank,.Ruff, ete. ind a hundred or so Dunlin were often
present in Autumn, The i1.R.G. had considerable success in catching waders there,
using mist-nets at night time in the new moon period. The birds flew onto the fresh
pools as the tide covered the open estuary, and good numbers were caught. Between
1958 and 1964, the M.R.G. ringed 798 Dunlin at Shotton in July, August and September,
the peak month being August,

In 1963 the local farmer decided ta prevent his cows dpyinking at the pools, to
prevent accidents and disease, and fenced the pools off from the pasture. A dramatic
decline in the habitat then tock place. :/ithin twelve monthsm a thick growth of
Juncus reeds covered the mud, and the area lost its attraction to most waders,
including Dunlin.

The M.R.G, then started to ting waders on the tidal area of the open estuary,
nainly at the Pcint of Air, Flintshire and /est Kirby, Cheshire, again using mist
nets over the new moon period. Between 1964 and September 1970, a further 1895 were
ringed in ®Autwmn" on the open shore, making a total of 2693 ringed in Autumn between
1958 and 1970. It is very interesting to see that there is a great difference in
recovery pattern between the Dunlin ringed at Shotton Pools, and those ringed later
on the tidal estuary. ‘'his d;fference was first noted by Follows (1965).
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RECOVERIZS OF 798 DUNLIN RINGED AT SHOTTON POOLS

Place of Recovery - loenth of Recovery

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Jul Aug Sep 0Oct Nov Dec Total

Dee 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - 3
S.i. France - - - 7 5 - - 1 - - 1 - T4
North France - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - 2
Ottenby,Sweden - - - - - - - K - - - - 4
Total 1 8 6 1 2 11 20

progr ey

The Shotton Dunlin had a very high rate of foreign recovery, i.e. seventeen out
of 798. It can be seen that there is a heavy bias towards Spring recoveries in France:!
especially in the Gironde and Les Landes area., These birds were all shot. Follows
postulated that this recovery pattern was caused by these Dunlin appearing in France
only as spring and autumn passage nigrants, and wintering further south. It seems
very prcbable that Dunlin migrating through France in April would be the same birds
as appear on the Dee in May (see previous bulletin), and the recovery of a Shotton
ringed Dunlin in May on Hilbre Island (in the Dee estuary) lends support to this theor

The pcssible breeding arca for this group of Dunlin is indicated by the control
at Shotten on 23 August 1959 of 2 bird ringed in Zceland four weeks ealier. A bird
ringed 21t Chew Valley, Somerset, (also a fresh water site) in September 1961 was
controlled in August 1962,

A recovery at Ottenby, and a bird found dead on the Dee inmid-winter, show that
some of the wintering "Northern" populaticn were also nresent, but it seems that
nigratory Dunlin from at least Iceland (and possibly Greenland) formed the majority
of those ringed at Shotion Pocls,.

Recoverics of Yunlin Ringed nn the Tidnl Zstuary in Autumn

Since autumn ringing shifted to the open shore, 1895 Dunlin have been ringed,
but with different results. Not one has been recovered away from the Dee, forty one
have been caught again on the Dee, many have been in wing moult when caught (0Okill
1970), and in July alimost all have been adults (compared with 30% juveniles at
Shotton in July).

Local Recoveries

Fifteen have been caught aizin in "autumn"

[8%

Same Rogst Different Roost Tetal
Same sutumn 3 L 7
One autumn later L 1 5
Two autumns later 1 1 2
Three autunns later- 0 1 1
8 7 15

Twenty one ringed in July, Asugust and September have been subsequently caught again i
the Octopber to April period.

Same Roost Different Roost Totai

ilinter following ringing 5 1 6
One winter later 3 L 7
Two winters later 0 1 1
Three winters later 1 1 2
Four winters later 1 1 2
Five winters later 3 2] 3

13 8 21
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«nd five have been controlled in May. Out of 1895 ringed, only four have been caught
4ith non-Bee rings.

Jhere Ringed ilen Ringed

May July August September
Skanor, Sweden - 1 - -
Ottenby, Sweden - - - 1
Isle of Man - - 4. -
Fair Isle 1 - - -

Thus, the pattern of recoveries indicates that in autumn some segregation takes place,
with Icelandic migrants preferring parts of the estuary which are not used by Dunlin
in the winter time, e.g. fresh water marshes, whilst the Dunlin on the tidal estuary
at this time are mainly birds arriving on their wintering grounds.

This difference in recovery pattern has probably been exagerated by human
activities. Unfortunately, in no year has it been possible to directly compare
samples from fresh water with sample from tidal habitat, but, undoubtedly, some
"Northern" birds were present at Shotton, and similarly, Okill (1970 and pers. comm. )
has demonstrated that migratory races of Dunlin do occur in catches of Dunlin on the
open shore., By measuring wing and bill length, and checking for moult, Okill has
shovm that adult Dunlin ringed in autumn on the open shore fall into two groups. One
gzroup have long bills and are in moult, these birds will probably winter on the Dee.
The other group have shorter bills and are not in moult, they are not found later in
the year, and are presumably migrants which moult later,

‘hus, the division between fresh water Dunlin and tidal Dunlin is probably not as
clear cut as the recoveries suggest, and has probably been exagerated by hunting
activities. Although the crop of spring recoveries in France stopped with the end
of ringing on fresh water, it seems possiblc that there has been a change in shooting
habits in Southwest France, and that spring shooting no longer takes place. This is
probably due to stricter enforcement of bird protection laws, for the fifteen birds
reported shot in April and May were in fact all killed "out of season" as the French
shooting season for shore birds finishes in March. (Redde pers. comm.). However,
autumn shooting still takes place, but there have been no autumn recoveries in France
since 196k, :

The important part which cows play in keeping a habitat suitable for waders is
perhaps not widely realised. However, their role cannot be over emphasised, and one
hopes that persons responsible for maintaining rescrves are aware of this.

If migratory Dunlin do segregate to freshwater then this has implications for all
wader ringers. With the arrival of cannon nets, there is perhaps a tendency for
ringers not tc bother mistnetting small numbers of Dunlin at sites like sewage farms,
pools behind sea walls, fresh water marshes etc. when many more can be caught at
nearby beaches with cannon nets. However, if the experiences of the Merseyside
Ringing Group are a true indicator, small catches at such sites can be very valuable
indeed,
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Wader Ringing in South Africa

During the last couple of years wader ringing in South Africa has progressed enormously.
There is a small but keen group of ringers based on Cape Province, who have recently
formed the Jestern Cape Wader Study Group. The ringing carried out in South Africa

has already produced spectacular recoveries, in eastern Siberia, Britain and Belgium
for example and as the number of birds ringed increises there will surely be more,
However although recoveries are an important part of the information gained from
handling birds, other aspects help to explain wuch about migration; therefore 2ll
birds are measured, weighed, examined for primary moult and the percenta e of summer
plumage recorded. In addition for as many birds os possible of the common species

and for all of the rarer specics, 2 full wmoult cerd is filled in.

Some of the recoveries to date are set out below:
Knot ringed 29.8.69, Zeebrugge, Belgium

v 2.1.72, Langebaan Lagoon (80 miles N. of Cape Town).

Curlew Sandpiper ringed 7.5.70, Klawervlei (nr Capc Town)
x  3.9.71, nr Bulawayo, Rhodesia

Curlew Sandpiper ringed 24.9.69, Walvis Bay, Southwest Africa
T 30.9.71, Paarden Diland, Cape Town

Sanderling ringed 14.3.71, Commetjie, Cape Town

v 15.5.71 s wash, England
The totals ringed are:
1970/71 1972/72
Ringed Flover ' 9 5
Grey Plover 2 8
Greater Sandplover - 2
Turnstone 3 2
Whimbrel 2 3
Bar-tailed Godwit - 2
Wood Sandpiper - 7
Common Sandpiper 7 2
Greenshank 6 10 18
Marsh Sandpiper 1 15
Terek Sandpiper 8 17
inot 16 173
Little Stint 168 193
Curlew Sandpiper 1425 1907
Sanderling 56 122
Ruff 5 _‘igg
Total 1712 25
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