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Wader Ringing on Sewaze Farns in ilinster, /cst Germany

M. Harengerd, 7. Prlnte and 1. Speckmann

Durinz the lasi three years nuch effort has been put into catching the
nigrant waders passing through the sewage farms near Minster (52°04'N,7°41'E)
in Wlest Gernany. The ringing has been carried out by a fileld agency of
"Wogelwarte Helgoland" by a small number of keen ringers, helped, during early
May and nid July to mid August, by ringing courses,

Mist nets are used but two additional techniques have been used to incrcase
the catch. Firstly a halogen lamp hns been used to locate birds roosting at
night and thus making then fly towards the nets. Secondly a tape recorder and
anplifier were used on suitable nights in 1971. Both of these pisces of
equipnent were successful and they scem to have been the nain recson for the
great licrease in the numbers of Black-tailed Godwit, Wood Sandpipers ond
Greenshank ringed last year,

The totals ringed so far are set out in Table 1,

Table 1, Ringing Totals 1969=1971

1969 1970 1971 Total
Oystercatcher - 1 1 2
Lapiring 243 278 W7 938
Ringed Plover 30 36 3 69
Little Ringed Plover 9 11 2 Ly
Grey Ilover 1 2 1 L
Turnstone 1 - - 1
Snire 260 313 212 785
Great Snipe - - 1 1
Jack Snipe 9 10 14 33
Curlew 3 1 - L
Black-tailed Godwit 8 5 50 63
Bar-tailed Godwit 1 2 - 3
Spotted Redshank 4 27 16 L7
Redshank 31 39 17 87
Greenshank 3L L3 75 152
Green Sandpiper 3L 28 63 125
Wood Sandpiper . L9 137 9L 280
Common Sandpiper 102 9 144 334
Knot - 1 - 1
Little Stint 11 10 - 21
Temminck's Stint 5 3 2 10
Dunlin 37 72 8 117
Curlew Sandpiper 29 16 L L9
Sanderling - 3 - 3
Ruf'f : -~ 309 304 597 1210
Red-necked Fhalarope : - 1 - 1

Total ‘ ’ ' L3L0



Table 2. Recoverics .broad and Contrcls

Lapwing: TFrance 10, Spain 3, Portugal 1.

Ringed Flover: Italy 1.

Snipe: U.3.3.1. 1. Vetherlands 1, Beclyium 1, Great Britain 2, france 24,

Spain 3, Italy 2, Morocco 3.

Black~tailed Godwit: iorocco 1.

Spotted Redshank: TFrance 1.

vWocd Sandpiper: inland 1, Sweden 2, ilorocco 1,

Common Sundpiper: Sveden 1, Selgium 1.

Dunlin: Poland.l. Ffronece 3, Spain 1, Portugal 1.

Ruff: U.3.5.R. 1, (morc easterly than the riost casterly of the Tash Wader 3Study
Group and the Diwisn onc on 143°), Finland 1, Norway 1, “etherlands 1,
Belgiuwn 1, Jwitzerland 1, France 4, Spain 1, Italy 9, borocco 1, Tunesiz
1, Scnegal 2, :

(The controls are underlined) .
One of the aspects which zeccives niuch of our research cffor.: i1s how long .-c:
species rests on the sewage farms during nigration. To help with this six specics

are being studied intensively by colour ringing. The points that these studies
have reached arec swuinrised below.

Greenshank and Spoitted Redshank

Fer both of these srecies many details on length of stay, the aigration
natterns of adult and juvenile birds and the moult cf the bedy plunmage have bsen
discovered from the 138 (1971) subsequent observations of colour ringed Green-
shank 2nd 35 (19?1) observations of Spotted Redshank. Greenshank in scme cazes
use the sane stopping place in diffcreont nigrations but in only one case has this
been shovmn for Spotted Redshank, onc bird was seen in both spring ond autunn 1071,
More effort will be put in with these two specics to obtain larger samples.

Green Sandpiper

Although a relatively suall nuubcr of this species hns been caught and the
colour conbinations are difficult ts rcad, the 110 observations in 1971 have
provided valuabls infornztion on all nspcets of moult and length of stay. One
bird ringed in carly spring 1659 turned up in ~ll following periods except
autunn 1970 indicating o high desree of faithfullness to its migration route

Jdood Sendpiner

Colour ringing only started in 1971 but ~lrendy there have been 90 subscquent
observations. The nost irteresting result is that this area is regularly uscd ~s
a uoulting ground by this speecics, 15 noulting birds were caught in 1971, and it
is the 'inst northerly noulting area yet rcported.

Black-tailed Godwit

The number oolbur ringed should provide nuch infornation in later years
but already some interesting facts have been discovered about length of stay and
noult. Four colour ringed birds were seecn on nearby breeding grounds during 1971.

Ruff

The lorge sanaples obtained -lready have siven a deteiled pleoture of the
noult and of the lensth of stay in adults and in juvenile males. Alsc 2
considerablc anount of information has been gnthered on the faithfullness to
the arca in different years; “this was shown by 70 birds between autumn 1970
and autumn 1971 and 25 birds betwoen auturn 1969 and autumn 1971. This very
high nunber of subsequent observations offers conclusive proof that they use
this nioulting area cach auturn, ¥e arc hoping that the colour ringing will
help to check the ~zeing criteria of bill and leg colour. 1972 will be the
last year that colour ringing will be nade on Ruff.
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