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Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago is a common and widespread breeding wader species in most of
the Ukraine, except for the southern regions. The main winter grounds of the European population
are situated in the southern part of western Europe and in Northern Africa (Gladkov 1951;
Kistyakivsky 1957; Baumanis 1985). Most European ring recoveries are from areas situated south
of the +2°C isotherm (Glutz von Blotzheim 1977). Because of this, knowledge about the migratory
routes and migration phenology of Common Snipe is limited.
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Bekac Gallinago gallinago aBaseTcs OGHIKHOBEHHBIM Y IIMPOKO PACIIPOCTPAHEHHBIM BUAOM
KYAMKOB Ha GoAbled 9acTH YKpauHbI, 32 MCKAIOUEHNEM I0XKHBIX pafioHoB. ['1aBHEIe 3UMOBKY
€eBpONeACKOA NOMYAAYMM PaCTIOAOKEHE] B I03KHOA yacTy 3anapHod Enponst i B CeepHoft
Adpuke (T'rapxos, 1951; Kucraxosckus, 1957; Baymannc, 1985). Boasumucrso Boaspatos
OKOABIJOBAHHBIX TITHY B EBponie caeayioT u3 pafioHOB, PaCIOAOKEHHBIX K IOTY OT M3oTepMbl +2°C
(Glutz et al. 1977).B cBA3K ¢ STUM 3HaHMe O MUTPaYNOHHBIX MYTAX U peHOAOrUH GeKaca MOITOMY

OrpaHu4eHo.

New information about Common Snipe migration
in the Ukraine was obtained during 1975-1990 by
means of a questionnaire survey. Spring migration
of Common Snipe occurs in March and April. In the
southern parts of the Ukraine, however, these birds
can sometimes appear in spring as early as the
second half of February. The average dates of its
arrival occur between 20-30 March or 1-10 April.
There appears to be three main migratory fronts.
The first birds appear on the west of the Crimea, in
Zaporozhye and Odessa regions. From these areas
Common Snipe move northwards through
Zaporozhye to Dnepropetrovsk and then to Poltava,
Kharkov and Sumy regions. The second front goes
through the Odessa region and Moldova north and
north-eastwards to Vinnitsa and Kiev regions. The
third front occurs in the northern Ukraine and goes
from west to east through the Volynia, Rovno,
Zhitomir, Kiev, Chernigov and Sumy regions. The
second and third migration fronts mix in the Kiev
and Chernigov regions. There are two areas in
particular, where Common Snipe appear
comparatively late in the context of their spring
arrival. The first occurs in the shadow of the
Carpathian mountains within the territory of
Ternopol and Khmelnitsk regions. Another occurs
in the central Ukraine (Kirovograd and Cherkassy
regions). The spring arrival pattern of Common
Snipe is similar to that of Lapwing Vanellus vanellus,

Black Kite Milvus migrans and Mute Swan Cygnus
olor.

To describe the phenology of autumn migration of
snipe, all available published data for the 1960-1975
period, in addition to our material of 1975-1990, was
included. Phenological information for the autumn
migration was not so abundant as for the spring.
Most Common Snipe in autumn occur in October
and November. The birds can, however, stay longer
in southern parts of the Ukraine and have even been
recorded during winter.

The dates of birds' arrival and departure have not
been constant with time. An analysis of published
literature shows that whilst some bird species have
shown earlier arrival dates in the 20th century
(White Stork Ciconia ciconia, Starling Sturnus
vulgaris) the arrival dates of Common Snipe have
become later.
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