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Breeding by Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus, Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus and Ringed Plover
Charadrius hiaticula has been proved in Belarus only during the last two decades. The first
Opystercatcher nests were found in the early 1970s on the Prypiat river and several lakes in north-
western Belarus. The population size was estimated in the mid 1980s to be at least 200 breeding pairs
in the southern part of the country (the Pripyat, Dnieper, Sozh and lower Berezina rivers) and about 30
pairs in northern Belarus. Some population growth has probably continued into the 1990s. Breeding by
Ringed Plovers has been noted only in the middle reaches of the Pripyat river. About 20 pairs were
counted here in the mid 1980s and 35-40 pairs in the early 1990s. In 1926, breeding of Terek Sandpipers
was proved in the Ukraine near the Belarussian border. Since then the species has colonised Belarus
along the Pripyat river from Chernoby!' in the east, and the border of Brest and Gomel regions in the
west. No obvious changes in the size of Terek Sandpiper populations have been noted during the last
five years. A decrease in the numbers and range of Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnenus has been
recorded since the late 19th century. In the mid 1930s this species bred in the Mozyrsky, Khoynikskiy,
Svetlogorskiy and Bargin districts of Gomel region. There was only one place in Bargin district where
birds bred in 1980-91. Three pairs were censused there in 1983 but only one pair in 1991.
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I'respoBanme Kyauxa-copoku Haematopus ostralegus, MOPOAYHKY Xenus cinereus ¥ raACTydlMKa
Charadrius hiaticula Buepsbie 66120 AoKa3ano B beaapycu ToabKo B TeveHMe MOCAGAHUX ABYX
Aecatuaermit. [lepBbie rHespa KyAnka-copoky ObiaM HaipeHb! B Rayaae 1970-x rr. na p. [punars u
Ha HECKOABKMX 03epax B cesepo-3anapHoi beaapycn. Yucaennocts monyaanuu B cepepume 1980-
X IT. o1jeHMBaaach He Meree, yeM B 200 rHespAmMXCA nap B 10104 YacTy cTpanbt (pexu [pumars,
Aunenp, Cox u unmxuss Bepesuna) u npumepuo 30 nap na cesepe Beaapycu. Hekorophiii poct
MONYAAIMH TPOAOAKAACH, nasepHOe, M B 1990-¢ IT. I'ne3poBanye rarcTy4HMKOB GHIAO OTMEYEHO
TOABKO IO cpeptiemy Tedennto p. [Ipunats, rae oxoao 20 nap 6eiao yureno B cepepune 1980-x u
35-40 nap s navaae 1990-x rr. B 1926 r. rnespoBanue MOPOAYHKYM BHEpBBIE GBIAO AOKA3aHO Ha
Yxpaune, nepanexo ot rpanuybi ¢ beaapycbio. C Tex mop sup 3aceana beaapycs no pexe [punsts,
ot YepnoGoiadA Ha BocToKe M oT rpanuysbl bpecrckon u [oMeabckoi o6aacTen ma 3anape. 3a
MOCAEANME TIATH AET APKUX U3MEHEHMA YMCAEHHOCTH MOMYAAUHA MOPOAYHKH He GHIAO OTMEYEHO.
Cryxenve YMCAEHIIOCTH M cOKpalljellHe apeara aBAOTKM Burhinus oedicnemus perucTpupyoTcs
yxe ¢ konya 19-oro Beka. B cepepamie 1930-x rr. sToT Bup rHe3puaca B Mossipckom, XoAHUKCKOM,
Ceraoropckom u Bparunckom parionax T'omeabckodt o6aactu. B 1980-91 rr. apaoTKM rHE3AMAMCH
TOABKO B OAHOM MecTe B bparunckom padone. Tam Gvian yurenst Tpu napsi B 1983 1, a Aminb opna
mapa 8199 r.

Introduction

Twelve wader species are included in the Belarus
Red Data Book, published in 1993. All these species
are rare, endangered, or under threat of national
extinction. Among them are Stone Curlew Burhinus
oedicnemus, Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus,

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula and Terek
Sandpiper Xenus cinereus. A common feature of the
distribution of these species is that they can be found
locally in Belarus, where they breed at the limit of
their range.
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Stone Curlew seems to be a relict species which is
declining steadily towards extinction, whereas the
other three species have only been recorded
breeding in Belarus in the last two decades and seem
to be expanding their breeding range and increasing
in numbers.

Methods

Data on the distribution of these species were
collected in 1986-1992 over the Poles'e (southern
Belarus). Some fragmentary data from earlier
observations and publications are also summarised.

Results and Discussion

Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus

According to published distribution data, the views
of local people and records from recent years, the
breeding range in Belarus is steadily contracting
(Figure 1) and this is confirmed by the numerical
data. Data for the end of the 19th century show that
breeding was centred on two main areas in the
Poles'e (Shnitnikov 1913). In the 1930s, Stone
Curlew were still fairly common in the Bargin and
Khoynikskiy districts and were also recorded in
other parts of Poles'e (Fedyushin & Dolbik 1967).
After the 1950s, the negative trend became stronger.
A pair of Stone Curlews was recorded for the last
time in 1950 in the Kamenetskiy district, and in 1964
in the Svetlogorskiy district. By 1983, the only

Curlews, such as abandoned fields and waste-land,
was either recultivated or used for pine plantations
during the second half of the last century. Currently,
the birds only occupy sand dunes in river valleys, or
the edges of former bogs, some of which still remain
in Poles'e after drainage. On the majority of sand
dunes, measures to prevent sand movement,
involving planting of pine and willow trees, have
meant that as the trees colonise the dunes, the area
of available breeding habitat for Stone Curlews is
gradually decreasing.

After the accident at the Chernoby!' nuclear power
station in 1986, Stone Curlews were found breeding
in the evacuated area. By 1992 there had, however,
been no noticeable increase in the population.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

At the Braslavskiye lakes in the northern part of
Belarus (Poozerie, or the northern lake region),
according to unverified data (Dolbik & Dorofeev
1978) Oystercatchers began breeding in the 1970s, or
even a little earlier. The breeding population
recently reached about 30 pairs and is still increasing
{Kozlov 1988). Since 1977, breeding has taken place
on the islands of one of the largest artificial lakes,
the Vileyskoye water reservoir, in the north-west of
the Minsk region.
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Figure 1. Stone Curlew breeding distribution in Belarus.

known Stone Curlew breeding location in Belarus
was in the Bargin district, where three pairs were
recorded although only one nest was found. In
1992, a possible new breeding site was found in the
neighbouring Khoynikskiy district near
Krasnosel'ye village where one bird exhibiting
breeding behaviour was recorded.

Almost all the potential breeding habitat for Stone

Figure 2. Oystercatcher breeding distribution in Belarus.

Oystercatchers were first recorded breeding at the
Pripyat river, southern Belarus in 1971 (Dolbik
1985). Numbers in southern Belarus have increased
during the last two decades, with birds occupying
new territories along the large rivers (the Dnieper,
the Sozh, the Berezina, the Pripyat) further north
and east (Figure 2). In 1982, according to counts
conducted from a motor boat, the total number of
Oystercatchers on 300 km of the Pripyat river banks
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from Pinsk town to Kiev water reservoir was about
90 pairs. In 1986, 115 pairs were counted along the
same river segment and 70 more pairs were nesting
in the lower Dnieper (within Belarus), the lower
Sozh and the lower Berezina rivers.

Along the Pripyat river, Oysterctchers breed on
rather small, sparsely vegetated, sandy spits. On
rare occasions, nests are situated on dry, sandy
ridges with xerophytic vegetation at the edges of
flood-plain meadows. In all cases, the nests are not
far from water.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Information on the possible occurence of this species
in the Pripyat river flood-plain has existed since the
mid-1970s, although breeding was only proved
there in 1986. The most recently recorded breeding
areas are located mainly in the middle reaches of the
Pripyat river (Figure 3) on dry, sandy ridges covered
with sparse xerophytic vegetation in the open flood-
plain meadows. In the second half of the 1980s,
about 20 pairs were nesting at the main breeding
locality near the town of Turov, whilst at the
beginning of the 1990s, 35-40 pairs were counted in
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Figure 3. Ringed Plover breeding distribution in Belarus.

the same area.

Ringed Plovers form loose colonies with other wader
species (Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, Redshank Tringa
totanus, Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius, Black-
tailed Godwit Limosa limosa) and also with Little and
Common Terns Sterna albifrons and S. hirundo. Local
breeding density in optimal places exceeds 3.5
pairs.hal. This species is an early breeder. In 1990,
the first eggs were laid on 4-6 April, i.e. the same
time as the first Lapwing clutches, and three weeks
earlier than those of the Little Ringed Plovers, which
would have only just returned in early April.

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

This species has been recorded breeding in the
Ukranian Poles'e (the northernmost part of western
Ukraine) since 1926. Since that time, it has spread
along the Pripyat river from Chernobyl' up to the
boundaries of the Gomel and Brest regions (Figure
4). The highest numbers are found in
Zhitkovichskiy district (near Turov), where 20-25
pairs were recorded at the beginning of the 1990s.
No noticeable changes in numbers have been
recorded during the last five years.

Breeding Terek Sandpipers favour the overgrazed
flood-plain pastures with sparse vegetation on
sandy soils and also islands and river banks. They
prefer to nest within loose colonies of numerous
wader species or close to the nests of Little and
Common Terns. Nests are situated mainly on plant
material deposited by the river during spring
floods, in flood-plain meadows, or on river banks.
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Figure 4. Terek Sandpiper breeding distribution in Belarus.
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