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On the third terrace of the Samara River valley a network of shallow saline lakes, each of 2-38 ha, 
has formed. Numbers of breeding Avocets Recurvirostra avosetta (2-40 pairs) and Black-winged 
Stilts Himantopus himantopus (4-59 pairs) fluctuate in response to changes of lake water levels. 
During the Samara River flood, which takes place every four to five years the lakes become full- 
flowing, and numerous islets and sandy bars disappear These raised water levels lead to a 
reduction in the numbers of breeding Avocets, to two to eight pairs, and Black-winged Stilts, to 
4-12 pairs. In the following years falling water levels, during which the lake water area reduces by 
15-25% from its flood area, provides favourable conditions for nesting by both species. In such 
years, the number of breeding Avocets increases to 13-24 pairs and of Black-winged Stilts to 24-59 
pairs. Further reductions in water levels, decreasing of the area of water by 50-70% occurs over a 
period of 8-10 years, and leads to the formation of numerous islets and sandy bars, overgrown with 
hydrophyllous and mesophyllous plants. Under such conditions the number of Black-winged Stilt 
decreases sharply to only four to eight pairs, and the number of breeding Avocets increases to 35-42 
pairs. 
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Ha ?peTbefi Teppace •o;mma p. Ca•pa c•pM•saaacb CeTb MeAK•X coaeub•x osep, 
.ao•aaa•. o• 2 ao 58 ra. q.caeuu• rueaaa•.xca m.ao•a•so• Re•rostra •osetta (2- 
40 nap) s xoayaoq.ssos Himantopus hi•ntopus (4-59 nap) •oa•ae•ca s aasscs•oc•s o• 
sa•eueusa y•suefi soa• s oaepax. • spe•a noao•asa p. Ca•pa, s•e• •ecro •axa•e 
qe•bi•-ns•b ae•, osepa c•auoss•cs noauonpo•oqn•M• • •uor•e •s• • necqa.•e o•eas 
scqesa•r. Ta•o• s•co• y•seub •a• seae• • co•pa•eu• q•caeu•T• rnesaa•.xca 
m.ao•a•so• ua 2-8 nap s xoayaoq..•os .a 4-• nap. B n•aeay•.e roa• naaa•½.• 
y•seub •a•, so s•s •oto•ro naocaab omp coapa•a•ca •a t5-•% no cpas•e•u• c 

roa• q.cao ruesas•uxcs muaoaa•a sospactaet ao t•24 nap u xoayaoq.uaos ao 24-59 nap. 

xoayaoquuaos cusxae•cs •aao scero ua 4-8 nap, •oraa aaa qscao muaoaa•a 
yseauqusaetcs ao 55-42 nap. 
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