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On the third terrace of the Samara River valley a network of shallow saline lakes, each of 2-38 ha,
has formed. Numbers of breeding Avocets Recurvirostra avosetta (2-40 pairs) and Black-winged
Stilts Himantopus himantopus (4-59 pairs) fluctuate in response to changes of lake water levels.
During the Samara River flood, which takes place every four to five years the lakes become full-
flowing, and numerous islets and sandy bars disappear. These raised water levels lead to a
reduction in the numbers of breeding Avocets, to two to eight pairs, and Black-winged Stilts, to
4-12 pairs. In the following years falling water levels, during which the lake water area reduces by
15-25% from its flood area, provides favourable conditions for nesting by both species. In such
years, the number of breeding Avocets increases to 13-24 pairs and of Black-winged Stilts to 24-59
pairs. Further reductions in water levels, decreasing of the area of water by 50-70% occurs over a
period of 8-10 years, and leads to the formation of numerous islets and sandy bars, overgrown with
hydrophyllous and mesophyllous plants. Under such conditions the number of Black-winged Stilt
decreases sharply to only four to eight pairs, and the number of breeding Avocets increases to 35-42
pairs.
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{Toasko aberpakT)

Ha rpernefi Teppace pyoanHbl p. Camapa chopmMupoBarach ceTh MEAKHX COAGHBIX 03ep,
naomapAmMy ot 2 A0 38 ra. UMCAEHHOCTD THESAAIMXCA UMAOKAIOBOK Recurvirostra avosetta (2-
40 nap) u xopyaouunkos Himantopus himantopus (4-59 nap) koae6aeTca B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT
M3MeHeHMA YPoBHeA BOAH B ozepax. Bo Bpems noaoBopbs p. CaMapa, MMeloljee MecTO KaXpbie
YeThIpe-TIATH AET, 036Pa CTAHOBATCA MOAHONMPOTOYHBIMYM M MHOTHE OCTPOBKHM M MeCYaHble OTMeAN
ncyesalor. Takofi BBHICOKA ypoBEHDb BOABI BeAET K COKPAIJEHMIO THCAEHHOCTH PHESAAUMXCS
IMAOKAIOBOK Ha 2-8 Nap u X0pyAouHKMKOB Ha 4-12 map. B nocaeayiougme ropb napaompmi
YPOBEHb BOABL, BO BpeMA KOTOPOTO NAOIJaAb 03ep coKpaljaerca Ha 15-25% no cpaBHenmio ¢
TMAOM]aABIO IOAOBOABS, CO3AAET NPUTOAHBIE YCAOBHS AAML FHe3AOBAHMA o6oMX BHAOB. B Takue
TOABI YMCAO THESAALYMXCHA WMACKAIBOK BospacTaeT A0 13-24 map u xopyaounmukos po 24-59 nap.
MaabHefilee maaeBye YPOBHA BOAK, ¢ coKpaLyeHuem naoujapyu ozep Ha H0-70%, mponcxopsiee B
Tevenme 8-10 aet, BeaeT K HOPMHPOBAHMIO MHOXKECTBA OCTPOBOK ¥ OTMEAEH, 3aPOCIIHX
rupapoduAbHBIMY U Me3opMAbHBIMHU pacTeHuaAMy. [Ipn Takux yCAOBMAX KOAMYECTBO
XOAYAOUHHMKOB CHIKAETCA Pe3Ko Beero Ha 4-8 map, Toraa kak 4#caO IIMAOKAIOBOK
yBeanumnsaerca Ao 35-42 nap.
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