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Studies on the Redshank Tringa totanus at the Tiligulsky Bay (north-western Black Sea Region)
showed a strong inverse relationship between egg volume and the age of females. Egg volume
decreases from 23-25 cubic cm in first-year birds to 17-18 cubic cm in the oldest individuals. The
relationship does not follow the generally accepted pattern in which the largest eggs are laid by
females of an optimal age. Also, the egg-shell becomes thinner in older birds to the extent that it
can even be visually noted. This phenomenon is probably a result of the accumulation of pesticides
or other organic pollutants in the bodies of older waders, and which is then reflected in the process
of egg-production. As a result, the offspring of older birds may become smaller and this may be of
evolutionary importance. The hypothesis needs verification.
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WccaepoBanmusamm no TpaBuky Tringa totanus B Tuauryabckom saause (cesepo-sanapHoe
TlpruepHOMOpbe) yeTaHOBAGHA CHABHAA HETATHBHAS 3aBHCUMOCTb MEXKAY 06HEMOM AN U
BospacToM caMok. O6beM ymenbinaercs ot 23-25 Ky6uueckuX CaHTHMETPOB Y IEPBOTOAOK A0 17-
18 xy6uyeckux cM y ocobefi cTapiiero Bospacta. 3aBUCUMMOCTb He CAEAYET OGHIeNpUHATOMY
06pa3iy, o KOTOPOMY caMbie G60ARIIME AKIIA OTKAAABBAIOT CAMKH  ONTHMMAALHOTO  BO3pAcTa.
TIpurom ckopayna AMi, OTAOKEHHBIX CTAPLIMMM IITMYaMH, YTOHBIIAETCA AO TaKOA CTeleHH, YTO
BO3MOXKHO 3aMETHTh HArAAAHO. ITOT (PeHOMEH ABASETCSA, BEPOATHO, Pe3yAbTATOM HaKONAEHHA
NECTHIMAOB MAM APYTHX OpTaHM4ecKMX 3arpA3HMTeAe/ B TeAaX CTapIIMX KYAMKOB, YTO 3aTeM
OTpakaeTcA B Mpoyecce MPOU3BOACTBA AnY. BcAeACTBME STOTO NOTOMCTBO CTAPUIMX NTHI| MOXKET
CTaTh MeHbIEe pa3MepoM, YTO, B CBOIO OYEpeAb, MOKET MMEeTh M SBOAIOJHOHHOE 3HAYeHMe.
I'nnoresa Hyxkpaercs B mposepke.
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