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Most ornithologists working in temperate regions face very unstable conditions when investigating
wildfowl or waders. The birds can be passing through rapidly, or stopping for some time. This
ranges from only short moments, to weeks, or even months. In general, numbers are less stable
than in overwintering areas, where migration comes to an end at least for some time. The data
usually obtained from counts give a range of information from species passing, their relative
abundance, maximum numbers, seasonal phenology up to the intensity of usage, the latter usually
measured as bird days. More difficult to obtain is information about absolute numbers and the
staging time, as this has to involve methods such as colour-marking in addition to the counts.
Collecting data on the development of numbers over many years is commonly called monitoring.
In order to monitor bird numbers it is necessary to evaluate carefully the counting scheme to be
used. Many regular counts, their number depending on the local situation and the target species,
carried out over many years, are necessary for this. There is a big difference in methods between
monitoring of wintering and migratory bird populations. Monitoring can aim at measuring
changes in wetland quality, using long-term counts of just one area. Only the monitoring of very
large areas will also allow detecting the changes in the bird’s population size.

An extensive monitoring scheme that has produced high quality data since 1970 has been

established in the UK the Wetland Bird Survey covers waders in most British estuaries. This

scheme is planned for and deals primarily with, wintering birds. Wetland International's -
midwinter counts also refer to wintering populations. These counts cover an almost worldwide
geographical range. Long running counting schemes for migratory waders exist only for smaller
areas such as Tipperne in Denmark. A scheme operating in the north German Wadden Sea and
therefore dealing with very large numbers of migratory but long staying birds was started in 1987.
The timespan of this project is too short to present serious monitoring results, but the method used
and some more descriptive results are discussed.
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BOABLIMHCTBO OPHHTOAOTOB, PAGOTAIOLIMX B YMEPEHHBIX PETMOHAX, CTOMT Iiepep OYeHb
HEYCTOAYMBBHIMU YCAOBUAMM P UCCAEAOBAHUAX N0 BOAOTAABAIOIMM NTHIJAM MAM KYAMKAM.
TITuue MoryT GHICTPO POAETETH MAY OCTAHOBUTBCA Ha HekoTopoe BpeMa. [locaepnust mepuop
BapbUPYET OT KOPOTKMX MOMEHTOB AO HEAEAb MAM AZXKe AO MecAleB. B jeroM, uncaeHHOCTD
MeHee YCTOAYMBA HAa MECTAaX OCTAHOBKM, YeM Ha 3MMOBKAX, TAe MUTpalus MpeKpaljaercs, o
Kpa¥iHeA Mepe, Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs. AaHHble, 0OGHIYHO MOAYYEHHBIE OT YYETOB, AAIOT
UHGOPMAYHIO IO PA3HBLIM ACTIEKTaM : IPOAETHbIE BUALL, OTHOCHTEABHAA M MAKCHMMaAbHa
YUCAGHHOCTD, Ce30HHAA (PEHOAOTHA, HHTEHCUBHOCTh MCHOAB30BAHMA AQHHOTO MECTA OCTAHOBKH,
4TO 06BIYHO M3MepAeTcA MTxyepHaMi. [loayunTs undopManmio 06 a6COAOTHOM KOAHYECTBE M O
BpEMEHM, IPOBEACHHOM HA MECTe OCTAHOBKM TPYAHEE, UMEHHO TIOTOMY, YTO AASl STOTO HYXKHO
[PUMEHATD, KPOME YYETOB, TAKME ACTIOAHHTEABHBIE METOAB], KaK JBETHOE MeYeHMe.

C60p AAHHBIX 110 TPEHAAM YMCAEHHOCTH B TeYeHHEe MHOTHX AeT OGBIYHO HA3BIBAETCSA
MOHUTOPHHIOM. YTOGH NIPOBOAUTD MOHUTOPUHT YHCAEHHOCTH TITMUYBMX NONYAALMA, HeOGX0AMMO
TUJATEABHO OJEHMUTH IPEAAAraEMYIO IPOTPaMMy YYETOB. AASl STOTO HEOGXOAMMO MHOTO
PETYAAHBIX, TPOBOAMMBIX B TeYeHUE MHOTHX AeT JYETOB, YHCAO KOTOPHIX 3aBHCHT OT MECTHON
cHTyauuy U o6bexTa usydeHns. Mexay pMMEHAEMbIMM METOAAMH MOHUTOPHHTA C OAHON
CTOPOHB 3UMYIOIMX [ITKY M ¢ APYTO/ MMTPHPYIOIIMX TONYAAYMA CyLjecTByeT GoAblIaA pasHuya.
MOHHTOPUHT MOXET OCTAaBUTH Cebe LEeAbIO OLeHMBATh KadecTBeHHbIE H3MEHEHMA BOAHO-
GOAOTHRBIX YroAMHA, UCTIOAB3YS AML STOTO AOATOCPOYHBIE YYeThl TOABKO B 0pAHOM patfone. Ho
TOABKO MOHMTOPMHI 04YeHb GOABIIMX PAHOHOB TaKKe HO3BOAACT NPOCAEKHBATD M3MEHEHNSA B
YHCAGHHOCTH MOTYAAUMM BHAQ.
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