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The Taimyr Peninsula in northern Siberia is an important breeding area for many wader and 
wildfowl species. Taimyr is the northern limit of different flyways. The strong ornithological links 
between Taimyr and the international Wadden Sea, one of the key sites of the East Atlantic Flyway, 
were the main reason for a series of joint expeditions by the W•.F-Wattenmeerstelle and the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences. The results of these expeditions have contributed to the database for the fast 
developing nature conservation activities launched by WWF in co-operation with Soviet bodies. 
The vast areas of different tundra types on Taimyr are one of the largest remaining wilderness areas 
of the world. Although only very sparsly inhabited, the habitats on Taimyr are threatened. Among 
these threats are increased shipping activities on the coast, garbage and waste problems of the 
settlements and even individual hunters, physical destruction of the tundra by vehicles, mineral 
exploitation and hunting tourism. 

A series of conferences attended by all local and national authorities responsible for Taimyr 
resulted in a plan for the establishment of the Great Arctic Reserve in 1993. This reserve will 
consist of nine sub-units with a total area of 8 million ha, of which three millon ha are already 
established reserves. The Great Arctic Reserve (Figure 1) will be a part of a Biosphere Reserve 
covering all Taimyr. 
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Figure 1. Great Arctic Reserve and other nature reserves on Taymyr. 
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