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f we had recalled Paul Valery's aphorism more 
often, perhaps wetlands would not have 
undergone such a great and swift change. 

We continue to love wetlands and to use them. We 

strive for the wise use of wetlands because we 

depend on these ecosystems, which are like a wet 
net, girdling the Earth. Many people, countries and 
organisations provide support for the protection 
and conservation of wetlands and the waterfowl 

that they sustain. Waders, in particular, are 
numerous, widely abundant and easily observed. 

One tremendously important area for the 
conservation of wetland biodiversity is the Black 
Sea Region because of its great concentrations of 
waterbirds, especially during the migration period. 
Many of the species are from the African-Eurasian 
Flyway, including many waders. 

Ukraine is trying to be active in conserving and 
protecting wetlands by organising training and 
meetings, particularly in the Black Sea Region. Our 
country supported the Odessa meeting (October 
1992) held within the framework of the International 
Black Sea Action Plan. It also hosted a training 
seminar Restoration and Integrated Management of the 
Danube Delta Reed Bed "Stensovako-Zhebriansky 
Plavni" (August 1995, Odessa) and the first and 
second workshops on the implementation of the 
TACIS project, which drew up an inventory of Black 
Sea wetlands (September 1995 in Kyiv, and March 
1996 in Odessa). In autumn 1996, in addition to the 
Convention on Protection of the Black Sea Against 
Pollution (February 1994), Ukraine signed the 
Strategic Action Plan for the Rehabilitation and 
Protection of the Black Sea, together with all the other 
countries bordering the Black Sea (Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Romania, Russian Federation, Turkey). 

Ukraine also participates in the World Bank's Global 
Environment Facility and TACIS [European 
Community aid programme for Technical 
Assistance to the Commonwealth of Independent 
States] projects which aim at protecting biodiversity 

including the coastal zone. In 1994, Ukraine ratified 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the 
Ramsar and Bern Conventions and the Framework 

Convention on Climate Change. At present, the 
Ukrainian environmental authority along with 
scientists and NGOs are developing a national action 
plan for the conservation of biological diversity. One 
of the priorities is the preservation and wise use of 
wetlands. In 1995 in the Hague, Ukraine signed the 
agreement on the protection of the Slender-billed 
Curlew Numenius tenuirostris and agreed to support 
the Agreement on the Conservation of African- 
Eurasian Waterbirds of the Bonn Convention as soon 

as possible. 

The book Migration and international conservation of 
waders - research and conservation of north Asian, 
African and European Flyways, through summarising 
existing knowledge, will help to encourage new 
initiatives to further protect wetland habitats from 
destruction. It will also encourage international co- 
operative efforts in monitoring wetlands and their 
waterfowl. In particular, it will assist in the 
development of relevant legislative systems in the 
sphere of wetland conservation and the co-operative 
implementation of the Ramsar Convention Strategic 
Plan 1997 - 2002. 

Let us continue our joint efforts to control the use 
and management of wetlands for the benefit of the 
numerous birds such as waders. Current 

international co-operation in monitoring the 
diversity and biology of wetland ecosystems is an 
effective tool for successful conservation and 

protection. Wader habitats have sometimes been 
destroyed along the flyways by harmful industrial 
developments and unregulated agricultural and 
recreational activity. Therefore, waders again need 
our attention and help. This book provides a wealth 
of examples of current co-operative efforts and 
achievements. 

Yaroslav Movchan 

Deputy Minister, Ukraine 



Ecn• 6b• •,• ,tahoe Bcno•uaa• ai•op•3• Ilayna Banep•, TO l•OAUO-6OnOTUbm yro•,S, •o;•eT 
6bin,, Be no•Bepran•c•, 6b• ?a•oMy 0Oa•,tUO•y • 6•,•CTpOMy B•U•m. 

OASU nS persouoB c orpo•u• suaqeuse• Ans oxpam,i 6sopasuoo6passs BOAUO-6OaOTUbrX 
yroAs/i - Ilpsuepuo•op•,e, 6naro•aps ero smorouscaeum,n• rou•euTpa•ss• oroaoso•m,•x 
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