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Figure 6. Breeding distribution of Redshank in 
France (from Dubois & Mah6o 1986) 

son is possibly a reason for the high mortality 
of young Redshanks. 
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Most of the grasslands in Portugal are dry, at 
least during the summer months. The Medi- 
terranean influence on our climate is signifi- 
cant and gives wet, mild winters and dry, hot 
summers. Although this is true in most of the 
country there are, however, some exceptions. 
The northern uplands, due to the predomi- 
nance of the Atlantic influence, have a much 
wetter and cooler climate. 

The area of interest for wet grasslands is in 
northern Portugal (Figure 1). It lies mostly 
above 900 m and has an average annual tem- 
perature of ca. 10 ø C and an average annual 
rainfall ranging from 1400 mm to 1600 mm. 
In these uplands wet grasslands can be found 
in many of the valleys. They are kept wet 
throughout most of the year by means of a 
network of ditches which distribute either the 
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Figure 1. Breeding 
area of the Snipe in 
Portugal. 

rain-water or the water from a nearby stream. 
Irrigation is also used in winter to avoid frost 
damage to the hay. 

Grasslands which dry out in late spring are 
then cultivated, with potatoes and maize, 
whereas grasslands at the bottom of the val- 
leys, which remain wet, or dry out only in 
July / August are not cultivated at all. 
However, all these grasslands are mown 
either once or several times a year. If mown 
only once, this occurs in late spring or early 
summer (July / August). Snipes Gallinago 
gallinago normally breed on wetter 
grasslands. This species is known to have 
bred in Portugal since 1918 (Reis Jr. 1924), 
and was more recently reported on by Santos 
Jr. (1979) and Ruffno (1989). 

The area was extensively surveyed in 1984 
and 1986 and the breeding population of 
Snipe was estimated at roughly 100/150 
pairs. Breeding densities are thought to be 
very low. Figure 1 shows the area from 
which there is evidence of breeding. This 
Snipe population, whose range is restricted to 
this area and to the adjacent Galician grounds 
(Spain), is isolated from the rest of the 
European breeding population. 

The maintenance of these breeding grounds 
is highly dependent on a low intensity of ag- 
ricultural practices. The agricultural revenue 
of these areas is low and supports a popula- 
tion of mainly elderly people. The intensifi- 
cation of the agricultural practices, based on 
drainage of the grasslands, is a potential 
threat to this upland breeding population of 
the Snipe. 

Intensive surveys are needed to establish the 
size of the population of this species, its dis- 
tribution and its habitat preferences. It will 
then be possible to promote effective man- 
agement and conservation measures. 
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