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Chicago.
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SneaTH, P. H. A, anDp R. R. SokaL. 1973, Numerical
taxonomy. W. H. Freeman and Co., San Francisco.

THRELFALL, W., AND D. D. Jewer. 1978. Notes on the
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Neotropical ornithology.—Edited by P. A. Buckley,
Mercedes S. Foster, Eugene S. Morton, Robert S. Ridgely,
and Francine G. Buckley. 1985. Ornithological Mono-
graphs No. 36. American Ornithologists’ Union, Wash-
ington, DC. 1041 p. $70.00. Source: Frank R. Moore,
Assistant to the Treasurer, A.O.U., Department of Biol-
ogy, University of Southern Mississippi, Southern Station
Box 5018, Hattiesburg, MS 39406. All orders must be
prepaid and include a $1.00 handling charge. This volume
is a collection of invited papers, prepared as a memorial
to Eugene Eisenmann, one of the most influential and
surely the most warmly esteemed worker on neotropical
birds. It opens with a biographical sketch of Eisenmann
by Thomas Howell and closes with an overview of the
collection—with regard to the field itself—by Kenneth
Parkes. In between are 61 papers grouped as to new taxa,
zoogeography and distribution, systematics, evolution,
community and population ecology, evolutionary and be-
havioral ecology, breeding biology, and conservation.
Commendably, they reflect the editors’ efforts to obtain
longer synthesizing review papers as well as shorter reports
on significant new research. Thus, they tend to show a
broader perspective and to contain more material of last-
ing value than is customary in assembled volumes. The
papers are each furnished with abstracts in English and
Spanish, illustrations, and a list of references. Eight color
plates (by various artists) depict new or reanalyzed taxa,
or features of taxonomic significance. Despite the short-
comings in the scope of the volume, acknowledged by the
editors, this is the most inclusive monograph on neotrop-
ical ornithology ever published. It brings honor to its au-
thors and editors, as well as its dedicatee. Index.
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WALLACE, R. A. 1974. Ecological and social implications
of sexual dimorphism in five melanerpine woodpeck-
ers. Condor 76:238-248.

WiLLIAMSON, D. 1971. Feeding ecology of the Red-eyed
Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) and associated foliage-glean-
ing birds. Ecol. Monogr. 41:129-152.

WOOLLER, R. D., aND J. N. Dunrop. 1981. The use of
a single external measurement for determining sex in
a population of Silver Gulls, Larus novaehollandiae.
Austr. Wildl. Res. 8:679.

Department of Zoology and Oklahoma Biological Survey,
University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 73019;
Biomedical Laboratory, Exceptional Child Center, Utah
State University, Logan, Utah 84322, Department of Zo-
ology and Museum of Natural and Cultural History, Okla-
homa State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma 74078. Re-
ceived 15 September 1984. Final acceptance 2 May 1985.

Primer symposio de ornithologia neotropical. —Edited by
F. Gary Stiles and Pedro G. Aguilar F. 1985. Asociacién
Peruana para Conservacién de la Naturaleya, Lima, Peru.
126 p. Paper cover. No price given. Source: Pacific Press
S.A., Los Negocios 219, Lima 34, Peru. This volume con-
tains the proceedings of the first symposium on neotropical
ornithology, held in October, 1983 at Arequipa, Peru. The
13 papers and 19 summaries of other presentations deal
with a variety of species and ornithological problems in
Latin America but do not focus on a common theme. They
are written in Spanish, and the papers have summaries in
English. In closing are recommendations for the investi-
gation and protection of birds and their habitats in Latin
America. A landmark publication. Illustrations, refer-
ences.

Nidificacion de las aves argentinas (Dendrocolaptidae y
Furnariidae). —S. Narosky, R. Fraga, and M. de la Pefia.
1983. Asociacion Ornithologica del Plata [Buenos Aires].
98 p. Paper cover. $8.00. Source: Asociacién Ornitholo-
gica del Plata, 25 de May 749, 2° Piso, (1002) Buenos
Aires, Argentina. This is a report, in Spanish, on the nest-
ing habits of Argentine woodcreepers and ovenbirds. For
each of 77 species, data on the nest and eggs are given,
taken from the literature and original observations; com-
ments on the validity of certain published records or on
taxonomic implications are appended. Many of the ac-
counts are illustrated with drawings that show the place-
ment and structure of the nests. Basic information of this
kind is hard to come by, yet is essential for sound research
in systematics and ecology. Monochrome photographs,
references, index.
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Roberts’ birds of southern Africa. —Gordon Lindsay Mac-
lean. 1985. Trustees of the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund,
Cape Town. 848 p. No price given. This is the fifth edition
of a well-known work, first published in 1940 and last
revised in 1978. For the nearly 900 species of birds in
Africa roughly south of latitude 15°S, it gives their size,
identification, voice, distribution, status, habitat, habits,
food, and breeding. In addition to incorporating much new
information, this edition features many new color plates
(by Kenneth Newman and Geoff Lockwood) that show all
the species, new enlarged distribution maps in color, son-
ograms of most vocalizations, revised and corrected bird
names, dichotomous keys for identification, and abbre-
viated references. This is not a field guide (though some
thorough birders may put it in their packs) but a compre-
hensive and authoritative handbook.

Field guide to the birds of southern Africa.—Ian Sinclair.
1984. C. Struik, Cape Town. 361 p. $17.95 hardcover,

ScHNABEL, Z. E. 1938. The estimation of the total fish
population of a lake. Am. Math. Mon. 45:348-352.

SeBER, G. A. F. 1973. The estimation of animal abun-
dance and related parameters. Griffin, London.

SmyTHE, F. B. 1975. Naturalist’s color guide. American
Museum of Natural History, New York.

SomkkeLr, M. 1970. Mortality rate of Finnish Caspian
Terns Hydroprogne caspia. Ornis Fenn. 47:177-179.
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dynamics of the Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus ery-
thrinus. Acta Zool. Fenn. 157.

STRESEMANN, E., AND V. STRESEMANN. 1966. Die Mauser
der Vogel. J. Ornithol. 107 (Sonderheft):1-445.
THomPsON, W. L. 1960. Agonistic behavior in the House
Finch. Part I: annual cycle and display patterns. Con-

dor 62:245-271.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 1976. North Amer-
ican bird banding manual. Vol. 1. Bird Banding Lab-
oratories, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Cana-
dian Wildlife Service.

Van VELzZEN, W. T. [ed.]. 1980. Forty-third breeding bird
census. Am. Birds 34:41-106.

VERNER, J. 1981. Measuring responses of avian com-
munities to habitat manipulation, p. 543-547. In C.
J. Ralph and J. M. Scott [eds.], Estimating numbers
of terrestrial birds, Stud. Avian Biol. 6.

WEesToN, H. G. 1947. Breeding behavior of the Black-
headed Grosbeak. Condor 49:54-73.

WITTENBERGER, J. F. 1979, The evolution of mating sys-
tems in birds and mammals, p. 271-349. In P, Marler
and J. G. Vandenbergh [eds.], Handbook of behav-
ioral neurobiology, Vol. 3, Social behavior and com-
munication. Plenum, New York.

Yunick, R. P. 1983. Winter site fidelity of some northern
finches (Fringillidae). J. Field Ornithol. 54:254~258.
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$13.00 softcover. Source: S.A. Reader’s Choice, P.O. Box
1144, Cape Town 8000, Republic of South Africa. This
book covers the same geographic region and virtually the
same list of birds as that by Maclean. It is designed, how-
ever, as an identification manual, so the species accounts
are confined to field marks, habitat, and voice. Although
these entries are much briefer than Maclean’s, they seem
to characterize the birds and distinguish between confusing
species more clearly. Distribution maps are provided for
every species; although smaller and less detailed than Mac-
lean’s, they are still easily legible and similar in pattern.
All of the birds are shown in color plates facing the text
and maps; photographs are used for the great majority of
species, drawings for the rest. While it is impressive that
so many photographs could be found, this mode of illus-
tration results in uneven treatment and lack of pictures of
females or immatures. Birders in southern Africa who
want a handy, quick field guide should favor this book,
while those who want to know more about the birds will
prefer Maclean’s. Indices.
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1980. A variable circular-plot method for estimating
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The herons handbook. — James Hancock and James Kush-
lan. 1984. Harper & Row, New York. 288 p. $24.95. This
guide to herons and bitterns is based on Hancock and
Elliott’s The Herons of the World, a lavish and expensive
monograph published in 1978. Now conveniently sized
and affordable, the present book “has been updated and
revised with the intention of producing an easy reference
to identification, behavior, and classification. It includes
all of the original species plates [by Robert Gillmor and
Peter Hayman] as well as a new series of four plates show-
ing all of the confusing white heron species in their adult
plumages, and differentiating between races and seasonal
appearances. A distribution map is provided for each
species, and . . . a worldwide map depicting the distribu-
tion, as currently understood, for each of the 30 subspecies
of the Green-backed Heron [Butorides striatus].” Intro-
ductory general chapters on the classification, courtship,
feeding, and identification of these birds are followed by
the species accounts. These are a good source of basic
natural history, and perhaps even more valuable for cur-
rent data on distribution and populations. The book has
proved useful for identification in regions where field guides
are inadequate or lacking. A practical and attractive vol-
ume, it is a good value for the money. References, index.

The Marsh Hen/a natural history of the Clapper Rail of
the Atlantic coast salt marsh.—Brooke Meanley. 1985.
Tidewater Publishers, Centreville, Maryland. 123 p. Paper
cover. $8.95. Source: Cornell Maritime Press, Inc., P.O.
Box 456, Centreville, MD 21617. The basic biology of the
Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris) has received less atten-
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Jounson. 1977. The importance of riparian habitat
to migrating birds, p. 156-164. In R. R. Johnson and
D. A. Jones [tech. coord.], Importance, preservation,
and management of riparian habitat; a symposium.
U.S. For. Serv. Gen. Tech. Rep. RM-43. Fort Collins,
CO.

Szaro, R. C. 1980. Factors influencing bird populations
in southwestern riparian forests, p. 403-418. In R.
M. DeGraff [tech. coord.], Workshop proceedings:
management of western forests and grasslands for
nongame birds. U.S. For. Serv. Gen. Tech. Rep. INT-
86. Ogden, UT.

Szaro, R. C., anD L. F. DEBano. 1985, The effects of
streamflow modification on the development of a ri-
parian ecosystem, p. 211-215. InR. R. Johnson [tech.
coord.], Riparian ecosystems and their management:
reconciling conflicting uses. U.S. For. Serv. Gen. Tech.
Rep. RM-120). Fort Collins, CO.

Tomorr, C. S. 1974. Avian species diversity in desert
scrub. Ecology 55:396-403.

WEGNER, J. F., AND G. MErrRIAM. 1979. Movements by
birds and small mammals between a wood and ad-
joining farmland habitats. J. Appl. Ecol. 16:349-358.
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tion than its management as a game bird. Meanley here
redresses the balance, drawing on his long field experience
and the literature. After characterizing the species and
distinguishing it from the King Rail (R. elegans), he ex-
amines its habitat, food habits, reproduction, molting, mi-
gration, wintering habits, predation, and environmental
hazards. Copious details are reported in a clear, matter-
of-fact manner. No attempt is made, however, to discuss
more broadly the ecology of these rails or the threatened
loss of coastal marshes. Appendices treat the subspecies
of Clapper Rails and field methods for handling them.
Illustrations, references, index.

The parasitic cowbirds and their hosts. —Herbert Fried-
mann and Lloyd F. Kiff. 1985. Proceedings of the Western
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology, Vol. 2, No. 4. 78 p.
Paper cover. $10.00. Source: WFVZ, 1100 Glendon Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90024. Three species of Molothrus cow-
birds are not restricted in their selection of potential brood
hosts. This paper presents complete, up-to-date catalogues
of hosts for each of these species, together with comments
on certain of the hosts. It compiles many data that have
come to light since the authors’ (and S. 1. Rothstein’s)
1977 report (noted in Condor 79:286). The introduction
discusses cowbird fecundity, which is the biological basis
for the whole problem of brood parasitism with its un-
usually high rate of mortality, especially of eggs. A valuable
summary of information and a source of important new
ideas on the parasitic breeding habits of cowbirds. Ref-
erences.
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of salt-loading by a diving bird at a hypersaline and
alkaline lake: Eared Grebe. Condor 87:389-397.

OusoN, S., anD A. FEpuccia. 1980. Relationships and
evolution of flamingos (Aves: Phoenicopteridae).
Smithson. Contrib. Zool. 316.
PeAKER, M., aND J. L. Linzerr. 1975. Salt glands in birds
and reptiles. Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge.
Purpug, J. R, AND H. Hamnges. 1977. Salt water tolerance
and water turnover in the Snowy Plover, Auk 94:248-
253.

SkADHAUGE, E. 1981. Osmoregulation in birds. Spring-
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Roger Tory Peterson at the Smithsonian. —Richard L. Zusi.
1984. Smithsonian Institution/Mill Pond Press, Inc., Ven-
ice, FL. 72 p. Paper cover. $9.95. Source: Smithsonian
Institution Press, P.O. Box 1579, Washington, DC 20013;
include $1.50 for postage. To mark the 50th anniversary
of Peterson’s original Field Guide, an exhibition was
mounted in the National Museum of Natural History dur-
ing the middle of 1984. It presented well-chosen examples
of his artwork from throughout his career, along with a
few memorabilia and photographs. Included among the
paintings and drawings were early unpublished work, il-
lustrations for books and magazine articles, National
Wildlife Federation stamps, limited edition prints, and,
of course, some field guide plates. All this is shown in the
exhibition catalog, this booklet, together with a brief
overview of Peterson’s career. The layout is pleasing and
the color printing is fine. Admirers and students of bird
art will welcome this generous selection at a modest cost.

A natural history of Digges Sound.—A. J. Gaston, D. K.
Cairns, R. D. Elliott, and D. G. Noble. 1985. Report Series
No. 46,Canadian Wildlife Service. 61 p. Paper cover. Can-
ada $8.00, other countries $9.60. Catalogue No. CW 65-
8/46E. Source: Printing and Publishing Supply and Ser-
vices Canada, Ottawa, Canada K1A 0S9. Digges Sound,
situated at the northwestern tip of the Ungava Peninsula,
has long been known for its huge colonies of Thick-billed
Murres (Uria lomvia). Based on four seasons of fieldwork,
this report is broader than previous ornithological studies
there. It treats the terrestrial and marine environments,
the murres and other seabirds, and their predators (ravens,
fulls, falcons, and foxes). Analysis of the food web discloses
an anomalous situation, with a greater species diversity at
lower trophic levels and a lower diversity at higher trophic
levels. The findings will be of interest to those who study
the ecology of arctic seabird communities. Illustrations,
references, appendices of data.
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StaaLanp, H. 1967. Anatomical and physiological ad-
aptations of nasal glands in the Charadriiformes birds.
Comp. Biochem. Physiol. 23:933-944,

STORER, R. W,, AND J. R. JeHL, JR. 1985. Moult patterns
and moult migration in the Black-necked Grebe (Pod-
iceps nigricollis). Ornis Scand. 16.
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versity, Boca Raton, Florida 33431. Address of second au-
thor: Hubbs Marine Research Institute, 1700 South Shores
Road, San Diego, California 92109. Received 24 Septem-
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Transactions of the Forty-eighth Federal-Provincial Wild-
life Conference. — 1984. Canadian Wildlife Service. 291 p.
Paper cover. No price given. Catalogue No. CW 69-3/48E.
Source: Minister of Supply and Services [Ottawa, Canadal.
The latest annual in this series, this volume follows the
customary plan for reports on the Conference. The theme,
“Team-work in wildlife management,” was examined in
the keynote address, case studies, and workshops. These
exercises showed that management recommendations,
however well founded, do not succeed unless they are
communicated clearly and tied to the sense of a shared
goal. Although these conferences are predominantly by
and for Canadians, their messages transcend political
boundaries.

Birds of the Cayman Islands. — Patricia Bradley, with pho-
tographs by Yves-Jacques Rey-Millet. 1985. Published by
P. E. Bradley, George Town, Grand Cayman, Cayman
Islands, B.W.1. 246 p. Hard cover. $25.00. The three small
Cayman Islands are situated at the extreme northwestern
end of the Caribbean island chain. Their avifauna is de-
rived from Cuba, to the north, and Jamaica, to the south-
east. This guide describes all 181 species of birds recorded
there: breeding birds (45 species), extinct forms, resident
and transient winter migrants, and all rare, casual, and
accidental species with reliable records. The introduction
describes the islands and their major habitats. The species
accounts (one-half to one page each) are organized as to
field characters, range, Cayman habitat, habits, and status.
Close-up photographs of the breeding birds are grouped
together in 72 color plates in the middle of the book.
Lastly, the book gives directions to good birding areas,
accompanied by detailed maps. This sturdy and complete
pocket-size guide will be invaluable for resident and tran-
sient birders in the Caymans. Selected references, index.
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Avian biology, Volume VIII.—Edited by Donald S. Far-
ner, James R. King, and Kenneth C. Parkes. 1985. Aca-
demic Press, Orlando, FL. 256 p. $49.50. This volume,
unlike its predecessors, consists of two long, diverse chap-
ters: “The adaptive significance of coloniality in birds,”
by James F. Wittenberger and George L. Hunt, Jr., and
“The fossil record of birds,” by Storrs L. Olson. Both
demonstrate the enormous advances in conceptualization
and knowledge that have been made in their fields since
the original chapters that were published in Volume I
(1971). Wittenberger and Hunt “examine advantages and
disadvantages potentially accruing to individuals who join
breeding or roosting colonies . . .. [They] focus on selec-
tive factors that have been suggested to explain why in-
dividuals should form colonies rather than dispersing within
the available foraging space.” Olson has not attempted to
treat the entire fossil record of birds but instead concen-
trated on the Mesozoic and Tertiary history. Taking a fresh
systematic approach, his aim has been to use paleonto-
logical data in tracing the first appearance and evolution
of the major avian taxa. Both chapters are excellent and
important syntheses of their subjects. They are likely to
stimulate new research, just as their antecedent articles
doubtless engendered some of the work that led to them.
Considering the disparate nature of the chapters and the
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high cost of the book, however, it is questionable whether
many individuals will be willing to buy it. Perhaps socio-
biologists and paleontologists will want to pair up so as
to purchase and divide copies. Illustrations, lists of ref-
erences, indices.

Experimental behavioral ecology and sociobiology. —Ed-
ited by B. Holldobler and M. Lindauer. 1985. Sinauer
Associates, Inc., Sunderland, MA. 488 p. $55 cloth, $30
paper. This volume presents the papers which were read
at a 1983 memorial symposium held in honor of Karl von
Frisch. “His way of asking questions and obtaining an-
swers from the animals by ingenious experimentation, has
been and will continue to be a major inspiration for ex-
perimental behavioral ecologists and sociobiologists.” Re-
flecting his research interests, the 28 papers deal with ori-
entation, learning, and foraging; the analysis of
communication signals; communication and reproductive
behavior; social organization; and physiology and societ-
ies. Only three papers explicitly concern birds—most of
them having to do with social insects—yet teachers of
animal behavior will find the papers valuable for their
demonstrations of an experimental approach. Illustra-
tions, references, indices.
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Bird census and atlas studies. Proceedings of the VIII
International Conference on Bird Census and Atlas
Work.—Edited by K. Taylor, R. J. Fuller, and P. C. Lack.
1985. British Trust for Ornithology. 437 p. Paper cover
£10.00. Source: B.T.O., Beech Grove, Station Road, Tring,
Herts. HP23 SNR, England. In the opening paper of this
volume, Jacques Blondel notes that the formerly distinct
fields of research into the distribution and the abundance
of birds have merged into a common discipline. This is
due in part to the international conferences on bird census
and atlas work that have been held biennially since 1969
in several different European countries. (For a notice of
the 1981 conference proceedings, see Condor 86:186.) Pro-
ceedings of the 1983 conference, held in England, are given
here. They begin with a thoughtful critique of bird distri-
bution and abundance studies by Blondel, and a summary
of such activities in North America by Chan Robbins.
There follow 63 papers and abstracts, grouped as to study
design and methods, monitoring, habitat and community
studies, and atlas and grid mapping studies. Virtually all
of them concern land birds or shorebirds, with one paper
on seabirds at sea. They are also largely about European
species and habitats, but many of their findings transcend
such limits. Just as the proceedings of the Asilomar con-
ference on “Estimating numbers of terrestrial birds” (Con-
dor 84:39) have been of wide interest to census and atlas
workers, so should these be. They bear out Blondel!’s final
point that “what we need is not to know numbers of birds
per se but rather to know them for some definite purpose.”
Graphs, maps, combined list of references.

The atlas of Australian birds.—M. Blakers, S. J. J. F.
Davies, and P. N. Reilly. 1984. Melbourne University
Press. 738 p. Hard cover. $60.00. Distributed in North
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America by International Specialized Book Services, Inc.
Imagine undertaking an atlas of U.S. birds with only a few
hundred known field ornithologists and no funds! Un-
daunted, the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union did
the equivalent for Australia, its nearby islands and waters.
They organized the project, mustered financial support
and a few thousand birders, supervised field work for five
years, and produced the resulits in this book. The volume
is large, well thought-out, and attractively designed. Its
introduction fully explains the scope and procedures of
the atlas project, organization of the book, and the envi-
ronment of Australia. Accounts are given for all Australian
breeding birds and regular migrants, for a total of 656
species. Most species have been allocated one page con-
taining a map, an explanatory text, and a pen-and-ink
drawing of the bird. These maps show the grid blocks in
which the species was recorded (1° blocks for most species;
10’ blocks for the 11 Tasmanian endemics) with color
symbols to indicate status and frequency of reporting.
(Available at a small charge from the RAOU is a set of
six transparent overlay maps that show several kinds of
environmental information, an aid to interpreting the dis-
tribution maps.) The text “deals mainly with range and
movements but also identifies the species’ known require-
ments and, if possible, factors on which these depend.”
Following are summarized records for 102 uncommon
and vagrant species, mostly sea- and shorebirds. Lastly,
in the Historical Atlas, data from notebooks, published
records, and museum specimens have been sifted to pre-
pare, for 38 species, maps of their known status and dis-
tribution during three periods in the past. This atlas con-
tains a wealth of information yet will doubtless arouse
fresh research to refine and interpret the patterns of dis-
tribution. The RAOU and the atlas participants may well
be proud of their immense collective enterprise. Refer-
ences index.
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Threatened birds of Africa and related islands. The ICBP/
IUCN red data book, part 1. Third edition.—N. J. Col-
lar and S. N. Stuart. 1985. International Council for Bird
Preservation and International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources, Cambridge, U.K. 761 p.
Hardcover. Price not given. Source: ICBP, 219¢ Hunting-
don Road, Cambridge CB3 0DL, England. Previous Red
Data Books for birds (noted in Condor 83:309) were global
in coverage, but for updating them the ICBP has decided
that “regional” books will be of greater local impact and
usefulness. Under that scheme, this volume covers the
avifauna of continental Africa plus the adjacent or outlying
islands in the Atlantic and Indian oceans. (Next will come
a book on the Americas, followed by those on Europe and
Asia, and Australasia and the Pacific Ocean, although not
necessarily in that order.) A further decision is that, for
reasons of time, man-power, and subjectivity, subspecies
are henceforth excluded from the Red Data Books, al-
though not from consideration by the ICBP and TUCN.
This volume treats 172 species as “threatened,” with one
more being “out of danger” and four “of special concern”;
other categories of threatened or “near-threatened” species
are listed in the appendices. The accounts are organized
as to distribution, population, ecology, threats, and con-
servation measures taken or proposed; each is furnished
with references. Treatment is as detailed as possible, in
the belief that full information is essential for choosing
and carrying out conservation programs. A third inno-
vation in this edition is the inclusion of color plates: 12
fine paintings by Norman Arlott. “Some of the depicted
species have never been illustrated before; some of them
have not been seen for decades; some, sadly, may never
be seen again by any human being; others, it is to be hoped,
may be rediscovered, perhaps resulting from stimulation
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given by this book.” Its geographic scope notwithstanding,
this grim volume should be of importance to ornithologists
everywhere.

South African red data book—birds.—R. K. Brooke. 1984.
South African National Scientific Programmes Report No.
97, Foundation for Research Development, Pretoria. 213
p. Paper cover. Free. Source: The Liaison Officer: Nature
Conservation Research, FRD, CSIR, P.O. Box 395, Pre-
toria 0001, South Africa. This catalogue follows the gen-
eral purposes and plan of the “red data books” pioneered
by the IUCN, but it has been produced under the auspices
of a South African national program. It is the revised
edition of a work published in 1976, several years before
the ICBP and TUCN decided to switch from global to
regional treatment. The categories of conservation status
follow those of the IUCN, modified for relevance to a
limited area. Accounts are given for 102 species of birds
that breed on the South African mainland and a further
six species for the oceanic Prince Edward islands. The
accounts are organized clearly and furnished with distri-
bution maps and selected bibliographies. Their data are
usefully combined in several ways: an analysis of major
findings; lists of species that call for investigation, moni-
toring, or conservation action; and a tabular summary.
This book includes many species not listed by Collar and
Stuart (above) yet, surprisingly, its accounts for the du-
plicated species tend to be shorter and less detailed. Crit-
ical comparison of both books would be needed in order
to understand these differences. In any case, South African
ornithologists are fortunate—perhaps, more properly, un-
fortunate —to have so much information about their rare
and endangered birds. Appendices, references, indices.



