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The Scientific Results of the Oman Flora and Fauna Sur- 
vey 1977 (Dhofar).-[1980]. Journal of Oman Studies, 
Special Report No. 2, Office of the Government Adviser 
for Conservation of the Environment, Sultanate of Oman. 
400 p. E20.00. Source: Element Books Ltd., The Old Brew- 
ery, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts. SP3 6NH, England. The 
Sultanate of Oman occupies the eastern end ofthe Arabian 
Peninsula, and Dhofar is a mountainous province in its 
southwestern comer. A scientific team surveyed the region 
intensively for six weeks in 1977, and its findings are pub- 
lished in this book. The environment, vegetation, and 
various groups of animals are described in a series of re- 
ports by specialists. The chapter on the birds, by M. D. 
Gallagher and T. D. Rogers, discusses 9 1 species (of 188 
seen) with new distributional and behavioral data for Dho- 
far and other parts of Oman. It is a valuable contribution 
to the zoogeography of Arabian birds. The volume is hand- 
somely produced. Maps, drawings, photographs, lists of 
references. 
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g protein; 14.8 g lipid, 284 kcal energy, and 
9.6 g calcium. 

Penguins that do not eat during the egg for- 
mation period provide a striking contrast to 
the examples of birds cited by King (1973) and 
by Ricklefs (1974), in which food limitations 
reduce or halt egg production. The heavy de- 
mands that egg formation places on the nu- 
trients stored during migration of wild geese 
(Raveling 1979) far exceed those for the two 
eggs laid by crested penguins (Warham 1974). 
The penguins of the present study need, for the 
early stages of egg formation, relatively small 
amounts of tissue reserves. Even during the 
two-week period before laying, the amounts 
of nutrients transferred daily from tissues to 
eggs are not large, and the total egg weight 
represents only 6% of the female’s weight when 
she starts breeding. 

The disparity in size between the first and 
second eggs of the clutch in eudyptids has been 
envisaged by Warham (1975:22 1) “as ensuring 
that when two eggs hatch only one chick sur- 
vives after the first few days, but that if one 
egg is lost before hatching, the other, if still 
available, can take its place effectively.” The 
larger, second egg of the clutch contains a 
slightly higher proportion of albumen and a 
lower proportion of yolk than the first, and 
produces a larger chick; however, size differ- 
ences are apparently not important in relation 
to hatching (Warham 1975). 
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Experimental chicks became increasingly 
defensive of their nests throughout the initial 
period and remained in their nests during the 
observation period. The habituated behavior 
of experimental chicks may have increased the 
probability of their fledging and survival. 

Since many studies of nestlings (e.g., growth 
analysis) involve repeated, high-intensity dis- 
turbance, the effect of infrequent, low-inten- 
sity disturbance has rarely been evaluated. 
The capability of nestlings to respond to re- 
peated disturbance may explain why breeding 
success is generally less sensitive to distur- 
bance during the chick-phase than the egg- 
phase. 
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thoughts and doings. His letters are helpfully annotated is a fully detailed history ofthe FAN, its corporate member 
here by Dennis Shrubsall, a Hudson scholar. They do not clubs, its officers and patrons during its first decade. The 
disclose any important new details about him, yet never- chapters and sections are written by many individual 
theless help to show why he was so favored as an English members of the clubs. It is good to have these names and 
country writer. The book is beautifully illustrated with events recorded accurately while there are still people who 
wood engravings by Marcus Beaven. Index. remember them. Photographs. 

The Peregrine Falcon in Greenland/Observing an Endan- 
gered Species.-James T. Harris. 198 1. University of 
Missouri Press, Columbia. 254 p. Paper cover. $8.95. A 
fine piece of nature writing, this account of peregrine stud- 
ies during a Greenland summer combines personal ob- 
servations and feelings with scientific background. This 
paperback edition of a book first published in 1979 (no- 
ticed in Condor 8 1:389) carries a new preface with up&ted 
information about the status of the species. 

Bird Banding in Alberta.-Edited by Martin K. Mc- 
Nicholl. 198 1. Alberta Naturalist, Special Issue No. 2. 73 
p. Paper cover. $3.50 Can. ($3.00 if picked up personally). 
Source: as above. Banding has been carried out in Alberta 
since the 1920’s, starting with ducks and Rowan’s work 
with gulls, crows and juncos. In recent years, attention has 
been directed especially toward hawks and owls. This 
booklet reviews the history of bird banding in Alberta, 
reprints a 1928 article by Rowan and offers several papers 
on the results of banding studies in the province. Much 
of this research appears to be well-focussed and infor- 
mative. Photographs, maps, diagrams. 


