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A nest of the Short-tailed Pigmy-Tyrant (Myiornis 
ecuudutus) was found on 19 August 1966 near Los 
Guaraunos, State of Sucre, northeastern Venezuela. 
The nest was located in an abandoned cocoa planta- 
tion that was overshadowed by tropical rain forest. 
The nest, both adult birds, and two nestlings were 
collected. 

The finding of this nest is of special interest for two 
reasons. First, it fills a gap in thk known range of the 
suecies. and second. according to Herklots ( 1961:207) 
aid Phklps ( 1955:56), nothing is known of‘ the breed- 
ing habits of the species. 

One adult, one nestling, and the nest will be de- 
posited in the ColeccMn Ornitol6gica Phelps, in 
Caracas, Venezuela. 

The known range of M. e. miserabilis extends from 
eastern Colombia to Guayana and Trinidad. Phelps 
and Phelps ( 1963: 220) reported this species in west- 
ern Venezuela from the states of Barinas, Tachira, 
Merida, and Carabobo, and only in the states of 
Bolivar and Amazonas in the eastern part of the 
country. The specimens herein reported constitute 
the first published record of the Short-tailed Pigmy- 
Tvrant in eastern Venezuela north of the Orinoco 
River. 

The Short-tailed Pigmy-Tyrant is the smallest mem- 
ber of the familv Tvrannidae. The two adult sueci- 
mens correspond-ver; well to the description of 2. e. 
mi.serubi2i-s (Chubb) given by Herklots (1961:207) 
and Mever de Schauensee ( 1964:289 ). These two 
specimens may be characterized as follbws: tail very 
short; crown and sides of head gray (according to 
Meyer de Schauensee, this subspecies differs from M. 
e. atricapillus in having the crown gray instead of 
black); eye-ring and lores white; back yellowish olive 
green; throat and breast white; sides of body, under 
tail coverts, and leg feathers yellowish; wings and tail 
brown, feathers edged with greenish yellow. The 
sexes are similar and have black bills. 

Measurements of the female (male) are as follows: 
length, 74 (75) mm; wing, 34 (33) mm; tail, 12 
(14) mm; weight, 4.5 (4.8) g. Both breeding birds 
had incomuletelv ossified skulls (McNeil and Mar- 
tinez I967 j. * 

When the nest was found, the two nestlings were 
almost ready to fly. They are very similar to the 
adults, differing only in having the back dull olive 
instead of bright yellowish olive, the crown dull olive 
instead of gray, and the lower mandible dark. The 
two young birds weighed about the same as the two 
adults. We were not able to sex them. 

The nest was suspended six feet above the ground 
from the end of a slender, leafy branch of a cocoa tree 
(Theodromu cacao) located near a road. In form 
(fig. 1 ), it is very similar to the nests of the Spotted 
Todv-Flvcatcher ( TodiTostTum macuktum) illustrated 
by Ha&Schmidt (1955: plate 15), C&non (= 
Black-fronted) Tody-Flycatcher (To&rostrum ciner- 
eum) illustrated and described by Skutch (1930: 
plate XI; 1960: 478), and the Southern Bentbill 
(Oncostomu olivaceum) also described by Skutch 

FIGURE 1. Nest of Short-tailed Pigmy-Tyrant in a 
cocoa tree (Theodroma cacao) near Los Guaraunos, 
Sucre, Venezuela, 19 August 1966. 

( 1960: 559). This pensile, pouchlike, ovoid structure 
with a roofed side entrance was constructed almost 
entirely of green mosses and fragments of disinte- 
grating weeds and fine grass blades. Some longer 
fragments mixed with tufts of green mosses formed a 
tail-like structure hanging from the rounded bottom, 
in such a way as to make the nest asymmetrical. This 
nest seems to differ from that of the Common Tody- 
Flycatcher, illustrated by Skutch (1930: plate XI; 
1960:478) in having a shorter tail-like projection. 

The chamber floor of the nest was lined with fine, 
soft vegetable fibers mixed with bits of grass and 
disintegrated plant fragments. These materials were 
covered with buff-colored and white pappi or seed 
plumes of some composites, so that the bottom of the 
chamber was very soft. 

The nest had the following dimensions: total 
length, including the tail-like projection, 25 cm; tail- 
like projection, 11 cm; diameter, 9-11 cm; entrance, 
2.5 x 4.0 cm. 

While we (four persons) observed and photo- 
graphed the nest from a distance of about two feet, 
the adult birds continued to bring food to the young 
without showing any signs of nervousness; they ap- 
peared completely indifferent to our presence. Both 
birds fed the nestlings approximately every six to 
seven minutes. The parent arrived carrying food in 
its beak, but did not enter the chamber. The young 




