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jacent to these marsh areas. The swans fed on waste corn in the picked fields. Once the pattern
of field feeding became established, it was not uncommon to observe from 500 to 600 Whistling
Swans feeding in a single cornfield.

Whistling Swans continued to feed in cornfields of Weber and Box Elder counties from
early March to mid-April. Moderation of climatic conditions with subsequent thawing allowed
swans to return to normal marsh feeding habits—Jomn Nacer, Uteh Department of Fish and
Game, Salt Lake City, Utah, February 20, 1965.

Wintering Rufous-crowned Sparrows Found im Utah.—A Rufous-crowned Sparrow
(Aimophila ruficeps) was collected by the author in Oak Creek Canyon, Zion National Park,
Washington County, Utah, on November 5, 1963. The specimen was a male and was assigned to
the race scotti by Lester Short of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. It represents
the first record of the Rufous-crowned Sparrow for Utah and extends the previously known range
about 100 miles to the north.

The species was found to be present within the area throughout the winter of 1963-1964, as
six individuals were reported. The first record was that of a bird banded at the Oak Creek
station on November 3; it remained through the winter and early spring as it was captured again
on December 2 and on March 4, 1964, Other records include: two birds observed in Pine Creek
Canyon on November 6, 1963, by Dennis Carter, and one found dead in upper Pine Creek by
Carter on November 12; a second bird was banded at the Oak Creek Canyon station on December
21, 1963.

Five additional Rufous-crowned Sparrows were banded at the Oak Creek Canyon station in
August and October of 1964. A single bird was banded on August 29, and four individuals were
banded on October 9, 16, 17, and 31. A banded bird was seen in the area throughout December,
. and two unbanded individuals were observed in upper Oak Creek Canyon on January 7, 1965. A
single bird was banded at the Oak Creek station on January 30, 1965.

It appears that the Rufous-crowned Sparrow has become a regular wintering resident in the
Zion Canyon area. Previous records for this race occurred “from central northern and central
eastern Arizona (Grand Canyon, McNary) and southwestern New Mezxico (Catron County)
south to central southern Arizona” (Checklist of North American Birds, 1957:600-601). Phillips,
Marshall, and Monson (The Birds of Arizona, 1964:200) say that the species is “found sparingly
along most of the Grand Canyon, where its range and status are poorly known.” They also state
that “there is still no good evidence of migration in this sparrow, other than short ‘weather
movements’ downward in snowy weather and fluctuations at its lower limit . . . from year
to year.”

The early fall records, in August, in Zion Park indicate a fall wandering tendency for the
species, but the presence of Rufous-crowned Sparrows throughout the winter months appears to
suggest a northerly movement in fall and, perhaps, a return to southerly breeding grounds in
spring—Roranp H. Waver, Zion National Park, Utah, January 31, 1965.

The Starling in Guanajuato, México—On November 16, 1964, while watching Boat-
tailed Grackles (Cassidix mexicanus) roosting in the garden in the main square of San Miguel
Allende, in Guanajuato, México, I saw two Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) fly into the pine tree
where the grackles were perching. The Starlings stayed for about 15 minutes and then flew off,
About ten minutes later, another Starling arrived at the pine tree and was still there when I
left about one-half hour later—WarLTer R. Donacmo, Kirkland, Washington, March 8, 1965.



