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tation. An account of this find and the nesting of the endemic Swallow-tailed Gull (Creagrus fur&us) 
has been reported in a Denver Museum publication (Museum Pictorial No. 15, January 20, 1961) .- 
ALFRED M. BAILEY, Denver Museum of Natural History, Denver, Colorado, September 10, 1961. 

Social Breeding Behavior of the Mexican Tanager.-In a recent paper on “Helpers among 
Birds” Skutcb (Condor, 63, 1961:19&226) reviews and analyzes most of the known cases of nests 
being attended and of young being fed by birds other than the parents. He cites observations on three 
species of tanagers of the genus Tangara, in each of which one or more extra birds in adult or appar- 
ently adult plumage helped to feed the nestlings. In one of these species, Tangara Zarvata, juveniles 
were also observed to help at the nest. Skutch suggests (p. 203) that the adult helpers in at least some 
of these instances may have been birds that had lost their mates or were physiologically abnormal. 

A few observations on the breeding behavior of the Mexican Tanager (Tangara mexicana) in 
Trinidad suggest that in this species adult helpers at the nest are regular and normal. The Mexican 
Tanager is highly social, living in small, closely knit groups which commonly number 4 to 7 individ- 
uals. Observations have been made at two nests with young, and the feeding of fledged young has 
been observed several times. At the first nest, 2.5 feet up in a medium sized tree, five adults came 
around the nest in great alarm when a climber began to ascend the tree, and when the nestlings flew 
off strongly as the nest was shaken, the five adults flew after them. The second nest, which was 
watched on three mornings, was attended by four adults, all of which fed the young. However, on 
one occasion one of two birds which had just fed the nestlings dropped to a lower branch, accepted 
food from a third member of the party, and took it to the nestlings. A fifth adult, which was one 
of this group, had been collected a few days previously. On the several occasions when fledged young 
have been seen being fed by adults, there have always been several adults in attendance. In one case 
two juveniles were seen being fed on four occasions over a period of 25 days. On three of these occa- 
sions five, and on one occasion four, adults were seen to be attending them, and there was little doubt 
that all were contributing food. It may be noted that in no case has a bird in juvenal plumage been 
seen attending a nest or feeding a fledgling. 

Observations on the earlier phases of the nesting cycle are very limited. On two occasions when 
Mexican Tanagers have been watched building, one bird only, the presumed female, has built, attended 
closely by another bird, the presumed male, the sexes being indistinguishable. The presumed female 
of one pair was color-banded. She was one of the group that lived round the house of one of us 
(D.W.S.) and had previously often been seen in company with four other adults. 

It seems likely that in the Mexican Tanager the social group consists of two or more pairs, often 
with the addition of one or more unpaired birds; that when a pair comes into breeding condition they 
separate themselves temporarily from’the group while nest building and perhaps also while incubat- 
ing; and that the young are attended and fed by the whole group from the time they hatch until 
independence. If the pairs within the group come into breeding condition at rather irregular intervals 
within a prolonged breeding season, and the little evidence we have suggests that this may be so, this 
kind of social nesting organization might have considerable selective value in ensuring ample food and 
protection for the young at all stages.-DAvm W. SNOW, Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology, 
Oxjord, England, and CHARLES T. COLLINS, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, September 16,196l. 

The Ridgway Whip-poor-will in Arizona.-The occurrence of the Ridgway Whip-poor-will 
(Caprimzrlgm ridgwayi) in the portion of Guadalupe Canyon lying in New Mexico was established 
in 1958 when Johnston and Hardy (Condor, 61, 1959:20&209) collected a male and observed others 
in that area. Since Guadalupe Canyon runs some 5 miles through the extreme southeastern part of 
Arizona after leaving New Mexico, and since the vegetation and habitats are essentially the same in 
the canyon in both states, it was reasonable to believe that the Ridgway Whip-poor-will would also 
be found in Guadalupe Canyon in Arizona. 

After searching the area unsuccessfully for this bird in 1959, my brother John and I succeeded 
in collecting a singing male in the canyon about 2 miles into Arizona from the New Mexico border 
at about 1:30 a.m. on May 12,196O. The bird was very fat but had enlarged gonads which measured 
5 by 10 millimeters. This bird was first flushed from the road where it had been resting silently. It 
thereupon lit on a dead snag, six feet high and commenced to sing its characteristic loud, musical, 
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penetrating and repeated “Preste-me-tu-cuchillo.” It was flushed again, lit on a low dead lateral 
branch of a juniper, and immediately started its song again. The bird called continually for about 
15 minutes. No other individuals were seen or heard in the canyon although we searched for three 
nights. 

This record indicates that this species may be found more or less regularly in Guadalupe Canyon 
and may breed there. The record also establishes an arrival date for the United States. The fall depar- 
ture remains unknown. 

The specimen is now deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Service collection at the United States 
National Museum, where Thomas D. Burleigh has verified its identification.-SEYMOUR H. LEVY, 
Tucson, Arizona, June 28, 1961. 

Lexwx Spotted Woodpecker Nesting in J’apan.-On June 12, 1951, I collected a brooding 
female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos minor) on the northeastern coast of Hokkaido, 
facing the Okhotsk Sea, near Shimoyubetsu, Monbetsu-gun, Kitami Province, Hokkaido, Japan. The 
specimen was taken as it emerged from a nesting cavity in a small, dead, birch stump in a forest on 
the farm of Fujizo Nozu. This forest, predominantly deciduous, lay at sea level approximately one- 
half mile from the coast proper. 

The birch stump in which the nest was located was 65 inches in height and it was approximately 
7 inches in diameter at the level of the entrance to the nesting cavity. The entrance of the cavity was 
37 inches above the ground and was 3% centimeters in diameter. The cavity, proper, was 23 centi- 
meters in overall height and 6 centimeters in diameter at the bottom, its widest part. It was lined on 
the bottom with small chips of wood and contained five eggs which averaged 13.9 X 18.4 millimeters. 
All were fresh. The ground immediately below the nesting cavity was strewn with many fine chips 
of wood. 

The specimen w.as deposited in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology and was determined to be of 
the race amurensis by Keith L. Dixon. 

Although both the 1942 and 1958 hand lists of Japanese birds published by the Japan Ornitho- 
logical Society list this species as breeding in Hokkaido, Austin and Kuroda (Bull. MUS. Comp. Zool., 
109, 1953:491) state that there are no breeding records for Japan and that nothing is known of its 
habits. Based upon this statement, Vaurie (Am. Mus. Nov., No. 1951,1959:7) qualifies the occurrence 
of amurensis in Hokkaido. In so far as I am able to ascertain, this constitutes the first definite breed- 
ing record of the species in Japan and firmly establishes Hokkaido as part of the range of amurea&. 
-CHESTER M. FENNELL, Seoul, Korea, July 25,196l. 

Additional Bird Records from Southeastern Oregon.-In December of 1958, the junior 
author (Marshall, Condor, 61, 1959:53-56) published a number of ornithological records which came 
to light in the course of duties at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Hamey County, Oregon. The 
records which follow have occurred since that time and were in part made by the senior author who 
has been at the refuge since August of 1960. 

All localities given are on the Malheur Refuge. Records listed without place names were made 
at refuge headquarters 32 miles southeast of Burns in Harney County. The headquarters area has 
yielded a large number of unusual records in a short time. Green lawns and a variety of trees make 
this place an oasis because in general the region is treeless. North of headquarters are the marsh and 
water areas of Malheur Lake, whereas to the south are meadows and sagebrush areas. Trees exist to 
a limited extent only along a few streams and at ranch residences. The headquarters area thus proves 
attractive to a large variety of songbirds, especially during migration. 

All specimens collected have been deposited in the collection of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife at the United States National Museum. Record photographs also have been placed in files 
of the Bureau. Other than the ducks, all birds collected by Kridler were mist-netted during three 
months of banding at headquarters which resulted in a total catch of 750 individuals of 55 species. 
The two duck records occurred during waterfowl banding operations in the display pool at head- 
quarters. 

Podiceps auritus. Horned Grebe. Marshall (op. c&:53) reported on the first nesting of this species 
in Oregon in 1957. Both individuals and pairs of Horned Grebes have since been observed at many 
locations in the Blitzen Valley during May and June each year, indicating that the species has become 
established at the Malheur Refuge for breeding. 


