400 THE CONDOR Vol. 59

Commeon Grackle in Utah.—On the morning of March 21, 1957, I collected a large icterid, later
identified by Dr. C. Lynn Hayward as a Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula versicolor). It was
collected from the higher branches of an apple tree on a farm located at 2470 West Street in West
Prove, Utah County, Utah. This was the only grackle seen in the area. Other species observed in the
immediate vicinity included the Brewer Blackbird.

According to William H. Behle, this appears to be the first record of this grackle in Utah con-
firmed by a specimen. The skin was deposited in the museum collection at Brigham Young University,
Provo, Utah—GEORGE M. TALLEY, Zoology and Entomology Department, Brigham Young Univer-
sity, Provo, Utah, May 15, 1957.
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Cattle Egret in Costa Rica.—On December 3, 1954, and for three days thereafter, I observed
a group of twelve Cattle Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) at Palo Verde, a cattle ranch located in the lower
Tempisque Valley in the province of Guanacaste, Costa Rica. This is the first record for Costa Rica
and apparently the first report of the species in Central America north of Panama.

The birds had established temporary residence close to the hacienda’s ranch house situated some
75 yards from the muddy edge of some deeply flooded fields. The cowboys, struck by the association
between these little herons and cattle, claimed to have become aware of the birds only a short time
before. It would seem, therefore, that the egrets had arrived at about the close of the rainy season.
They were in their pure white winter plumage. The bill looked entirely yellow in some individuals
but was orange-yellow in others; the legs were dusky (neither obviously blackish nor greenish).

Even aside from color characters the birds were distinctive. The bill, and also the neck, were rela-
tively shorter than in similar species such as the Snowy Egret (Leucophoyx thula) and the Little Blue
Heron (Florida caerulea). The feathering of the chin seemed to extend well toward the tip of the
underside of the bill, giving the birds a puffy throated, almost goitrous, look which the Snowy and
Little Blue lack. Perched, they always kept the neck drawn down into the hunched back; never was
the neck held curved or even partially arched. Afoot, from a forwardly inclined stance, they would
occasionally stretch out the neck horizontal to the ground, and they then exhibited peculiar, goose-
like weaving motions. In flight, the wings were beaten more rapidly than in the other small herons,
and the general appearance in the air was more gull-like than heron-like. Except when spreading out
to feed, the birds kept together as a unit when at rest or in flight. They settled on trees or, more often,
rested individually upon a row of half-drowned fence posts. As regards voice, during the several days
on which they were observed the birds uttered rarely only a low kruk which was quite different from
the lengthened, guttural croaks of other small herons.

When feeding, the Cattle Egrets alighted beside livestock. Indiscriminately they transferred their
attentions from cattle to horses and pigs, and also from certain individuals to others. They attended
the animals favored at the moment in the ratio of either one bird to one beast or of several to one.
With the neck extended, they locked up in an inquiring manner at the grazing horses and cattle, or
down at a mired pig. The egrets might move up close in order to pluck a parasite from an animal’s
hide, or seize an insect stirred up in the grass. The livestock appeared oblivious to the birds’ existence.
When the host beasts moved onward, the birds hurried after them with an odd neck-flopping. Whereas
other small herons regularly retract the neck or bob the head at each step, the Cattle Egrets extended
the neck like a goose, a few steps being required for the body to catch up with the head. Among the
species known to me this gait most resembled that of a Sun-Bittern (Eurypyga helias). From time to
time a Little Blue Heron would join the Cattle Egrets, not to follow the cows but, possibly, out of
curiosity or perhaps for company’s sake. The egrets disregarded the visitor, which would fly away
after a short time.—PAvUL Svub, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor, Michigan,
May 2, 1957.

Black Swan in Kelp off Southern California.—About midday on May 24, Earle G. Cunnison
and I flushed an adult Black Swan (Chenopis atrata) as we approached the kelp bed off Torrey Pines,
San Diego, California. At the time we were in a small boat about 300 yards off shore. The swan rose
about 75 yards ahead of us, flew westward, then circled southward, remaining over the sea at a height
of less than 50 yards. Grinnell and Miller (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 27, 1944:559) reported that the Black



