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Ross GOOSE in Texas.-1 have recently had the privilege of examining at the taxidermy studios 
of W. A. Mayer, Dallas, Texas, a Ross Goose (Chen rossii) which had been.mounted for the collec- 
tion of Mr. T. T. Waddell, State Game Warden at Eagle Lake, Colorado County, Texas. By letter of 
March 27, 1954, Mr. Waddell has informed me that this bird was killed on January 4, 1954, 11 miles 
southeast of Eagle Lake in Wharton County, Texas, by Mr. Frederick Pearson of San Antonio who 
was on this occasion hunting in the company of Mr. Waddell. Mr. Waddell, an acute observer of 
water fowl as well as other birds, further informs me that during the past season he saw at least two 
more of these geese in the same general area. So far as I am aware, this constitutes the first recorded 
occurrence of the Ross Goose in Texas. The specimen, apparently a male, measures as follows: wing, 
390 mm. ; culmen from base, 42 mm. The characteristic “wartiness” at the base of the bill is very much 
in evidence.-F. W. MILLER, Dallas Museum of Natural History, Dallas, Texas, April 16, 1954. 

Molothr~s ater ater in Arizona.-While driving through Willcox, Arizona, just before sunset, 
December 10, 1951, Dickerman and Harold E. Broadbooks saw a mixed flock of blackbirds and Star- 
lings @turnus vulgaris). Desiring to obtain Starling specimens, Dickerman fired once into the top of 
a leafy tree where a flock had alighted, securing one Starling and seven Brown-headed Cowbirds. 
The latter were found to vary considerably in size, and on comparison with specimens in the collec- 
tion of the junior author, four of them proved to he M. a. ater, a form new to the Arizona fauna. 

Five of the Cowbirds were males. Two ater measured, respectively, wing 110 and 109, tail 74 and 
73. Two immature obscurus measured, respectively, wing 101 and 100, tail 68.3 and 70.5. The last 
male, an immature one, proved to be obscurus, somewhat intermediate toward ater, measuring wing 
103.5 and tail 70.7. Its bill proportions were not distinctive of either race. Comparison with specimens 
in the collection of Louisiana State University indicates that it is not thick-billed enough to be called 
“bupkilus.“.It is rather similar to males from the Guadalupe Mountains, Texas. 

Both of the females taken were ater. They measured, respectively, wing 99.2 and 98.3, tail 66.4 
and 69.5. Collections in the vicinity of Tucson in the fall of 1952 and periodic trips to the Willcox 
region that winter produced no additional specimens of M. a: ater. 

A series of nine female obscurus was taken during the fall of 1952 to determine the true color 
characters of fresh-plumaged female obscures, These proved to be rather different from those ascribed 
to obscurus in current literature, which is based mainly on Grinnell’s description of M. a. artemisiue. 
The northwestern race was described almost simultaneously by Bishop (Auk, 27, 1910:61) and Grin- 
nell (Univ. Calif. Publ. Zool., 5, I909:276). Both correctly stressed its larger size and more slender 
(that is, less deep) bill. Grinnell also illustrated a more compressed bill which does not hold constant 
in our material. But Grinnell likewise advanced color characteristics in the female which he stressed 
as more important and as linking artemisiae to the much smaller obscurw. 

Of artemisiue we can say little, having seen few females and those not in fresh plumage. It appears 
to be at least as dark and as heavily streaked as ater. The differences noted by Grinnell are quite 
evident in comparing certain late April ater with April obscwus; but the New York birds are badly 
soot-stained and two fresh specimens of ater have characters about the reverse of those stated by 
Grinnell! That is, their throats are purer white and in stronger contrast with their chests than in 
obscurus. This whiteness of throat is also evident in a juvenal male from near Whiteriver, Arizona, 
with the proportions of artemtiae; but juvenal feathers tend to fade badly and we are loath to Stress 
this comparison. At any rate, good unfaded obscurus is by no means “of a drab color throughout, very 
much paler and more clay color on the throat, whereas the eastern birds are slaty hair brown, with 
less abruptly contrasted grayish throat.” The crown of M. a. ater appears to be darker and grayer, and 
the back slightly grayer, but not darker than in M. a. obscurus. 

We wish to acknowledge the assistance of Kenneth C. Parkes, who made comparisons of the 
Willcox birds with the series of ater in the collections at Cornell University.-ROBERT W. DIcKERMAN, 
Arizona Co-operative Wildlife Research Unit, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, and ALLAN R. 
PHILLIPS, Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, Arizona, ApriJ 21, 29.54. 

Second Records of the Swamp Sparrow and Brown Thrasher in Utah.-Two rare birds 
in Utah’s avifauna heretofore known only on the basis of single records from southern Utah are the 
Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana) and the Brown Thrasher (Tozostoma ruhm). Recently 
Boyd Shaffer of the Tracy Aviary in Salt Lake City has obtained a specimen of each of these, the 

data for which are herewith reported. 


