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Bent’s Life Histories. Dimensions are rather
loosely given in inches. Nicely supplementing the
descriptions is a good series of photographs, well
reproduced, which represents one of the strongest
features of the book. The photographs are by a
number of able wildlife photographs such as
Finley, Congdon, Kenyon, Alex Walker, and
Yocom.

The accounts of distribution in the state are
given for each kind both in general terms under
“status” and in stereotyped formulations which
specify limits, around the compass, and cite par-
ticular stations., A very helpful and necessary
gazetteer is provided at the end of the work. The
striking life-zone map is also useful in this re-
gard; it has one unfortunate error, however, in
the legends for the timbered and untimbered
divisions of the arid transition zone, which are
reversed. The 51 range maps show by shading the
ranges of geographically variable species in the
state; no individual plotting of critical specimens
is entered on them.

The vernacular nomenclature is well worked
out to show species units through general cor-
respondence with the names tentatively devised
by the A.0.U. Check-list Committee for its forth-
coming 5th edition of the North American Check-
list. On the other hand, the scientific nomencla-
ture for species and subspecies employed by Al-
drich is at variance with the views of many other
workers on numerous points; this in turn of
course complicates the parallel vernacular names.
Any person has a right freely to take issue with
the check-list committee or any other group. Also
it should be realized that no two workers dealing
with the difficult decisions entailed in the appli-
cation of subspecies names can be expected to
see eye to eye on all issues. However, it is par-
ticularly important for the amateur and begin-
ner using this book to realize that Aldrich has
approached the subspecies problem in a way quite
unacceptable to a number of other taxonomists;
he has in many instances recognized racial sub-
divisions considered by others as far too trivial
and inconsistent and not conforming to the 75
per cent rule of differentiation and has credited
to the state certain subspecies based on question-
able determinations of what may be chance vari-
ants of other racial populations. This is the type
of approach to the subspecies problem that has
often brought the employment of trinomials into
poor favor with biologists in other fields.

In short, the last word on subspecific classifi-
cation has not vet been offered for the ‘state of
Washington and actually, as Aldrich himself indi-
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cates, many ranges of races are not yet sufficient-
ly documented by specimens. Neither in Wash-
ington state or elsewhere are there really large
unit collections for the area, nor have large col-
lections been assembled by borrowing for pur-
poses of refined taxonomic work. The point to be
made especially is that a great deal more collect-
ing still needs to be done in Washington followed
by painstaking analysis of the variation that the
specimens show.—ALDEN H., MIiLLER.

COOPER SOCIETY MEETINGS
SOUTHERN DIVISION

FeBrUARY.—The monthly meeting of the
Southern Division of the Cooper Ornithological
Society was held on February 23, 1954, at the
Los Angeles County Museum, Los Angeles. The
following names were proposed for membership:
Mrs. Cora Baker, 5111 42nd Ave., Sacramento,
Calif., by Wm. K. Kirscher; Katharine T. Coak-
ley, Mariposa, Calif., by Junea W. Kelly; Victor
Lewin, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley 4, Calif., by Carl B.
Koford; Mrs. Harold Rosegay, 216 Los Gallinas
Ave., San Rafael, Calif., by Lois C. Stone; Ken
Legg, 173 Plateau Ave., Santa Cruz, Calif., and
Dr. Fred A. Ryser, Jr., Biology Dept., Univ. of
Nevada, Reno, Nev., by Francis H. Boynton;
Jackson Miles Abbott, 814 13th St.,, New Alex-
andria, Va., Frank C. Bellrose, Ill. Nat. Hist.
Surv., Havana, IIl, Samuel Gasparec, Box 88,
Homer, Alaska, Frank E. Horn, 538 East 21st
St., Brooklyn 26, N.Y.,, Mrs. J. L. McBride,
2224 Via Guadalana, Palos Verdes Estates, Calif.,
Frank P. McConoughey, 1547 Northland Ave,,
Lakewood 7, Ohio, Dr. J. A. Sealander, Jr., Zo-
ology Dept., Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville,
Ark., and Mrs. Charles W. Vanek, 7441 Rewter
Ave., Dearborn 1, Mich,, all by C. V. Duff.

Due to an unexpected vacancy in the office of
second vice-president, the Nominating Commit-
tee presented the name of Robert L. Taylor for
the office. There being no further nominations
from the floor it was duly moved and seconded
that the nominations be closed and that the sec-
retary be instructed to cast an unanimous ballot
as proposed. Motion carried and Dr. Taylor was
declared elected to fill the office of second vice-
president. .

The evening’s program entitled “Bush Noises”
was given by Raymond B. Cowles. The lecture
was illustrated with colored slides of African
birds, animals and scenery, and with tape re-
cordings—DorotrY E. GRONER| Secretary.



